Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 6, 2026

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING

PRELUDE "Allegro" W. A. Mozart
Julie Askernia & Justin McClure, piano duet

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us -
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GATHERING HYMN “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” (#864)
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful God, give life to your church and keep her in your care. Protect us from all
that harms and destroys, and lead us in the ways of forgiveness, mercy, and
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM EZEKIEL

’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked,
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to
turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will
require at your hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they
do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have
saved your life.

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” !!Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of
Israel? (Ezekiel 33:7-11)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:33-40 (Read responsively)

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

3>Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

3%Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.



37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

38Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

3Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

40Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

A READING FROM ROMANS
80we no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. °The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You
shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
"Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;
2the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light; !*let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling
and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the

flesh, to gratify its desires. (Romans 13:8-14)
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] °“If another member of the church sins against you, go
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you,
you have regained that one. '°But if you are not listened to, take one or two others
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or
three witnesses. !’If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector. '®Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

Y Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 2°For where two or three are gathered in

my name, [ am there among them.” (Matthew 18:15-20)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” (#603)
[See back of bulletin]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.



Empower your church throughout the world to speak your word with clarity and
grace. Open our hearts to receive your mercy in unexpected ways and make us
ready to share that mercy with others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Renew your creation and all living things. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and
every place where new life begins. Bring help and healing to all communities
recovering from disaster. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Guide all who craft, enforce, or interpret civil laws. Turn leaders away from
prideful foolishness and selfish gain and lead them toward justice and mercy for all
people. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Restore damaged relationships, bring healing to sick and broken bodies, and gently
lift the burdens we carry. We especially pray for everyone on our prayer list and all
who suffer. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Bring peace to our troubled world. Resolve conflicts and end violence. Reconcile us
to one another, so that the wonder of your good news may be seen even through our
imperfections. God of grace, hear our prayer.

All who die in faith continue to live in you. We give thanks to you for the promise
of salvation which sustained those who have gone before us. Keep us steadfast in
the hope of eternal life. God of grace, hear our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our
spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" J. Raney

Julie Askernia & Justin McClure, piano duet



OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and 1n all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Lord’s banquet is ready. All who seek forgiveness and healing are welcome.
Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

INSTRUCTIONS
All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the
lectern side.

AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMN  “Let Us Break Bread Together” (#471)

[See back of bulletin]



TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” (#836)
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Festive Voluntary" R. Lau

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Conflict is part of life, and today’s readings
show how God meets us in those difficult places. Ezekiel speaks of calling one
another back from harmful paths. Paul reminds us that love fulfills the law. And
Jesus teaches us the hard work of forgiveness and reconciliation. We gather in
Christ’s name, trusting that he is present among us with mercy, with peace, and

with the grace that restores what is broken.
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LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned.
Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God.

“REGULAR” WORSHIP TIMES RETURN

Please note that beginning NEXT Sunday, September 13, we will return to our
“regular” worship schedule.
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY (9/06/26)
9:30 AM

GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Jerry Goessel; LECTOR: Chris Long
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Jeff Ritschel

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/13/26)
8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul

10:30 AM

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Deb Bolinsky; LECTOR: Jim Emerich
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Robin Zimmerman

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, September 6 9:30 AM

Monday, September 7

Wednesday, September 9 12 Noon
6 PM
Thursday, September 10 6:30 PM

Saturday, September 12 10 AM - 3 PM
5:30 PM

Sunday, September 13

8 & 10:30 AM
9:15 AM

10:30 AM

Worship with Holy Communion

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
Church office 1s closed.

Crafters’ Guild
Service Ministry

Bible Study Fellowship

Orwigsburg Heritage Day
Worship

REGULAR SCHEDULE RETURNS
SECOND SUNDAY

Worship with Holy Communion
Adult Forum and

Youth Sunday School

Children’s Sunday School

hddbdbdldldbdbdbdldbdbdbdbdbdbdbbbddbbbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbddtds

The Library Ladies have made space for fresh titles by sharing older books with the
congregation. Please stop by the table in the gathering room and pick out a few books

to take home or share with a friend.



GATHERING HYMN “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”
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I Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
2 God be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
3 Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;
4 An - gels sing in  ad - o -ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Al-le - Tu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - ITu-1a! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious 1s God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - Tu-1a! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - Tu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HERITAGE DAY

Volunteers are needed for Orwigsburg’s Heritage Day on Saturday, September 12,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. If you’re able to help with any portion of the day, please add
your name to our sign-up sheet located in the gathering room.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Our Sunday School will resume NEXT Sunday, September 13. Please mark your
calendars! For more information, please contact Sarah Eger, 570-394-3522 (cell),
swoodring86(@hotmail.com
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken™

for the sake of Christ for-giv - ing
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing;
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2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our world of stress,
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4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to  be more true,
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ADULT FORUM
Our Adult Forum begins NEXT Sunday, September 13. We will meet on Sundays

at 9:15 a.m. in the church parlor. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara
Lafko at bjlafko@yahoo.com or 570-366-1208, or call our office at 570-366-2316.

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR OUR CHURCH PICNIC

We will hold our annual Church Picnic in Reidler Hall following our 10:30 a.m.
service on Sunday, September 20. Hot dogs, buns, condiments, paper plates,
utensils, napkins, cups, coffee, and cold beverages will be provided. A sign-up sheet
1s located in our gathering room. Members, family, and friends are welcome!
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky

570-366-2316 - Ext 11

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton

Karen Travor, Treasurer

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary
Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager

570-366-2316
484-408-5152
610-507-2797
570-617-9617
936-648-6809

pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

No Email
karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
cwlutsey@gmail.com
jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON.
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COMMUNION HYMN  “Let Us Break Bread Together”
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We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is in the back
of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so before
the service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your continued generosity
and kindness.



SENDING HYMN
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful

we

ev - er bless-ing,

a - dore thee, God of glo -1y,
thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing,

Lord

of love!

ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well -spring of the joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
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Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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HALLOWEEN CANDY IS NEEDED!

Our Evangelism Committee is collecting “fun size” (or larger) individually wrapped
candy to hand out at the church during Trick-or-Treat Night in Orwigsburg on
Saturday, October 31. A donation box will be available in the narthex. Please bring
your candy to the church by Sunday, October 4.




