Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 30, 2026

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING
PRELUDE "Andante" F. Mendelssohn

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us -
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GATHERING HYMN “O God Beyond All Praising” (#880)
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of
the world. Teach us to be humble, encourage us to be obedient, and give us courage
to faithfully live our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM JEREMIAH
150 LORD, you know; remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16Y our words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts.
T did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
8Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.
¥Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.
20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD.
21T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. (Jeremiah 15:15-21)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 26:1-3, 6-8 (Read responsively)
!Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.
’Test me, O LORD, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
I have walked faithfully with you.
°T will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
’singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
SLORD, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.

A READING FROM ROMANS
[Paul writes:] °Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;
9love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ''Do
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. !2Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. *Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers.

1Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. "Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. °Live in harmony with one another;
do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you
are. "Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the
sight of all. 8If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” ?°No, “if your enemies
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by
doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” >'Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:9-21)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

2IFrom that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began
to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid
it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” ?But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.”

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. >For
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and

then he will repay everyone for what has been done. (Matthew 16:21-27)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Jesus, I Have Promised” (#810)
[See back of bulletin]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,



He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

Teach your church to follow Christ with willing hearts. Unite us in service, sustain
us in suffering, and let our love for others be genuine. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Make us mindful of the precious gifts you have entrusted to us. Inspire us to care
for the earth with gratitude and devotion. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Overcome evil with good. Show us how to live peaceably with all people. Teach us
to love even our enemies, as Christ commands. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Provide for the hungry. Rescue the persecuted. Bless all who labor each day. We
especially pray for those suffering from war, violence, and destruction, and for
everyone on our prayer list. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Move our hearts to pray without ceasing, to welcome strangers with hospitality, to
rejoice with those who rejoice, and to weep with those who weep. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who now rest from their labors. Keep us united with them
until we join as one around your throne. God of grace, hear our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our
spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

ANTHEM "Psalm 139" A. Pote

In honor of Clark “Duke” Schenck’s 50 birthday by his children,
Kurt and Julianne Schenck (1993)

OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Lord’s banquet is ready. All who seek forgiveness and healing are welcome.
Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

INSTRUCTIONS
All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the
lectern side.

AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMN “Will You Come and Follow Me” (#798)

[See back of bulletin]



TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” (#660)
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Recessional" D. E. Wagner

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
EoR S SR S R SR SR R SR S SR R o S S S S S S S S S S S S R T R R T

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable
wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter
doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find
their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges
us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as

a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.
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LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned.
Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God.

BROWSE & TAKE A BOOK

The Library Ladies are making space for fresh titles by sharing older books with the
congregation. Stop by the table in the Gathering Room and pick out a few to take
home and enjoy!
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY (8/30/26)

9:30 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Sue Schenck;

LECTOR: Chris Long; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Pat Kunkle
ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Diane Brobst

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Glenda Bright

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/06/26)

9:30 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Jerry Goessel; LECTOR: Doug Travor
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Jeff Ritschel

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glanda Bright
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, August 30 9:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
Tuesday, September 1 6:30 PM  Evangelism

Saturday, September 5 5:30 PM  Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, September 6 9:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
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SUMMER “BOOK DRIVE”

Our Service Ministry committee is seeking donations of new or gently used books
for infants, preschool-aged children, and early readers. These books will benefit
families served by our Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry. Books can open the minds of
children and young people even among families who are facing serious difficulties.
This book drive ends on Monday, August 31. A box for donations is in the narthex.
Please be generous!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HERITAGE DAY

Volunteers are needed for Orwigsburg’s Heritage Day on Saturday, September 12,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. If you’re able to help with any portion of the day, please add
your name to our sign-up sheet located in the gathering room.

“REGULAR” WORSHIP TIMES RETURN

Please note that beginning on Sunday, September 13, (the Sunday AFTER Labor
Day), we will return to our “regular” worship schedule.



GATHERING HYMN

“O God Beyond All Praising”
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Our Sunday School will resume Sunday, September 13. Please mark your
calendars! For information, please contact Sarah Eger, 570-394-3522 (cell),
swoodring86(@hotmail.com

OUR ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC

Following our 10:30 a.m. service at the church on Sunday, September 20, we will
hold our annual Church Picnic in Reidler Hall. Please mark your calendars!
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“O Jesus, I Have Promised”
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1 O Je - sus, 1 have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
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but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
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COMMUNION HYMN

“Will You Come and Follow Me”
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SENDING HYMN “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain
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We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is in the back
of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so before
the service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your continued generosity
and kindness.



HELP US STAY CONNECTED!

At St. Paul’s, we love sending cards to brighten the day of those who are unable to
join us for worship. If you have updated contact information or address changes—
especially for college students or members of our armed forces—please call the
church office at 570-366-2316. Thank you for helping us stay connected!

ADULT FORUM

Are you getting the most from your Bible? How did the Scriptures speak to their
ancient audiences, and how does that shape the way we read them today? This fall
in Adult Forum, we will explore these questions together. We will focus on
avoiding common interpretive mistakes and discovering ways to deepen our
understanding of God’s Word.

Adult Forum will meet on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the church parlor. Our first fall
session begins on Sunday, September 13. If you have any questions, please contact
Barbara Lafko at bjlafko@yahoo.com or 570-366-1208, or call the church office at
570-366-2316.
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwliutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON.
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