Fighth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 19, 2026

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
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GATHERING

PRELUDE “A1r” G.F. Handel

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us -
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GATHERING HYMN “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” (#693)
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit, nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM ISAIAH
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one. (Isaiah 44:6-8)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 86:11-17 (Read responsively)
HTeach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
121 give thanks to you, O LORD my God, with my whole heart,
and I will glorify your name forever.
BFor great is your steadfast love toward me;
you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
140 God, the insolent rise up against me; a band of ruffians seeks my life,
and they do not set you before them.
SBut you, O LORD, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
1Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant;
save the child of your serving girl.



7Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame,
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

A READING FROM ROMANS

12S0 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh—"3for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. "*For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. '*For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!
Father!” '®it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, "and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us. °For the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the children of God; ?°for the creation was subjected to futility, not
of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2!that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. 2?We know that the whole creation has been groaning
in labor pains until now; >*and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption
of our bodies. **For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what is seen? 2>But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it

with patience. (Romans 8:12-25)
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;*’but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away.
26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.
27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ ?8He answered,
‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ 2°But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot
the wheat along with them. 3°Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and
at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

3%Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” *’He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 8the field is the world, and
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels. “°Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire,
so will it be at the end of the age. *'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, “?and they will
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. “*Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let

anyone with ears listen!” (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “We Plow the Fields and Scatter” (#681)
[See back of bulletin]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

God our keeper, protect your church from all that would distort your Word or sow
confusion. When we judge too quickly, correct us; when life overwhelms us, guide
us by your Spirit. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain the hidden wonders of your world. Teach us to trust your
work even when we cannot see it, and to hope in your promised renewal. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God our ruler, grant wisdom and integrity to all who hold authority. Turn their
hearts toward the good of every person, that your righteousness may take root
among us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our refuge, steady all whose lives have been shaken by circumstances beyond
their understanding or control. We pray especially for everyone on our prayer list
and all who are far from home. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our teacher, bless all who guide and care for children and youth as families
begin to prepare for a new school year. Support young people in these later days of
summer and keep them safe from harm. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our hope, we thank you for all the saints who have gone before us and now
shine in your kingdom. Keep us steadfast in faith until we join them in the victory
of your harvest. God of grace, hear our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our
spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

OFFERTORY “The Lord’s Prayer” A. Malotte
Vivian Rupert, Soloist
OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and 1n all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The Lord’s banquet is ready. All who seek forgiveness and healing are welcome.
Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

INSTRUCTIONS
All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the
lectern side.
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COMMUNION HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (#631)

[See back of bulletin]



TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown” (#550)
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL

Now go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Hornpipe” G.F. Handel

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: The presence of evil has always troubled
God’s people. In the parable of the wheat and the weeds, Jesus teaches that good
and evil remain together until God brings in the final harvest. With Paul, we long
for the day when all creation is freed from suffering and decay. Knowing that sin
and faith both live within us, we place our hope in God’s sure promises. Fed at the
Lord’s table, we go out to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
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Bulletins are presented in memory of Elaine Kamp by Scott and Tina Butler.
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SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY!

There will be a special congregational meeting held after our worship service
TODAY to vote on 1.) engaging a paving contractor to repair our parking lot, 2.)
funding the anticipated project costs, and 3.) a proposed lease with the Borough for

shared use of the parking lots. Members should remain for this special meeting.
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We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is in the back of the
nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so before the service has
begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your continued generosity and kindness.



SERVING THIS SUNDAY (7/19/26)

9:30 AM

GREETER: Chris Long; USHER: Elinda Lado; LECTOR: Becky Smoot
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Sue Reier

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (7/26/26)

9:30 AM

GREETER: Chris Long; USHER: TBA; LECTOR: Kristin Durkee
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Wayne Lutsey

ALTAR GUILD: Barbara Latko and Amy Dewald

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, July 19 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion
Special Congregational Meeting
following our worship service

Saturday, July 18 No Worship Scheduled

Sunday, July 26 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion
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SUMMER “BOOK DRIVE”

Our Service Ministry committee 1s seeking donations of new or gently used books
for infants, preschool-aged children, and early readers. These books will benefit
families served by our Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry. Books can open the minds of
children and young people even among families who are facing serious difficulties.
This book drive will run from July 1 through August 31 and a box for donations is
in the narthex. Please be generous!

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned.
Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God.
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Please continue supporting our Community Food Pantry by bringing non-perishable
food items to church with you. A donation box is in the narthex.



GATHERING HYMN

“Come Ye Thankful People, Come”
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - wven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi-nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy or  sor - row grown.
from his field shall in  that day all of -fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to  be sup - plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full com shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for -ev - er pu - n-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har - vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but the fruit - ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er- more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!
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HYMN OF THE DAY “We Plow the Fields and Scatter”

.

.

T

Nud . . | .
)" A . I | I I |
—F—= ] — I i | I
ANIV4 P & I I
T == : s 3 4 2
1 We plow the fields and scat - ter the good seed on the land,
2 You on - ly are the mak - er of  all things near and far
3 We thank you, our cre - a - tor, for all things bright and good,
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You paint the way-side flow - er, you light the eve - ning star
the seed-time and the har - wvest, our life, our health, our food.
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The winds and waves o - bey you, by you the birds are fed;
No gifts have we to of - fer for all your love im - parts,
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the breez-es and the sun - shine, and soft re-fresh-ing rain.
much more to us, your chil - dren, you give our dai - ly bread.
but  what you most would trea - sure—our hum - ble, thank-ful hearts.
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COMMUNION HYMN

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing  Spir - it in - to ev - ry
3 Come, Al -might -y, to de - v - er; let us all  thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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SENDING HYMN

“On What Has Now Been Sown”
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I On what has now been sown your bless-ing Lord, be - stow; the
2 To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow’rs; ac -
3 Oh, grant that each of  us, now met be - fore you here, may
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cept what is your own and par-don what is ours. Our prais - es,
meet to - geth-er thus when you and yours ap - pear, and fol - low
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grace the har - vest raise, and yours a - lone shall be the praise!
Lord, and prayers re - ceive and to your word a bless-ing give.
you to heav’n, our home.E’en so, A - men! Lord Je - sus, come!
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PASTOR MIKE ON VACATION

Pastor Mike will be on vacation and will not lead worship next Sunday, July 26.
Pastor Cynthia Kennett will lead our worship in his place. Please make her feel at
home. No worship is scheduled for Saturday, July 25.

ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION CELEBRATION!

The Reverend Robert C. Reier will celebrate the 451 anniversary of his ordination
as Minister of Word and Sacrament on August 2. We look forward to
congratulating him on his long and faithful ministry on Sunday, August 9, during
our 9:30 a.m. service. Please mark your calendar and join us for this celebration.



GWOH 2026!

This year, our congregation will once again support Servants to All — My Father’s
House in Pottsville, PA as our annual God'’s Work. Our Hands. project. A donation
box is available in the narthex through July 31.

DONATIONS REQUESTED:

. Hygiene items — travel-size shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, feminine hygiene products, wet wipes, disposable razors, lotion, and
lip balm.

. Non-perishable snacks — granola bars, protein bars, peanut butter crackers, and
other individually wrapped items.

. Monetary gifts — checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s with “GWOH 26
on the memo line.

For the care and safety of those served, the following items must be new, unused,
and (if packaged) in their original packaging:

« Socks and undergarments for men, women, and children.
. Towels and washcloths.
. Twin-size bed sheets and pillows.

Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors in need.

Please plan to join us for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on August 15!
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwliutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON.
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If you are away from home during the summer months, please stop at a Christian
church to pray. If you can worship on a Sunday while you are away, we encourage
you to do so. Through Jesus Christ, we are one body, one church, and one family,
adopted by God, made precious and holy, and joined together in God’s love.
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