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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us -

from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GATHERING HYMN       “Praise and Thanksgiving”           (#689) 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 

Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith, 

hope, and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. (Isaiah 55:10-13) 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 68:9-12 (Read responsively) 
9You visit the earth and water it,  you greatly enrich it; 

  the river of God is full of water;  you provide the people with grain, 

  for so you have prepared it. 
10You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, 

  softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 



11You crown the year with your bounty; 

  your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
12The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 

  the hills gird themselves with joy. 

A READING FROM ROMANS 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 

death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For 

those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To 

set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 

to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But 

if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 

of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you.           (Romans 8:1-11) 

The Word of the Lord.            Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.     Glory to you, O Lord. 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 

and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 

did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 
6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 

some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 

sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on 

rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 

joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 

or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 

cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 

another sixty, and in another thirty.”     (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23) 

The Gospel of the Lord.         Praise to You, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

SERMON  

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”        (#516) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church and the needs of the 

world. 

A brief silence.  

You scatter your word like seed across the earth. By your Spirit, make your church 

a place where your word takes root, grows in faith, and bears fruit for the sake of 

the world. God of grace, hear our prayer.  

Your creation rejoices in your life-giving presence. Renew the earth where it is 

wounded and restore our wonder at your gifts. Let the mountains sing and the trees 

clap their hands. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You give us the same Spirit who raised Christ from the dead. Set our minds on that 

Spirit whenever fear, grief, or condemnation weigh heavily on your people. Bring 

life and peace to everyone. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You spread a table for all who are hungry. Bring healing and wholeness to everyone 

who suffers in body, mind, or spirit. Protect those who live amid violence. We 

especially lift up those on our prayer list. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You watch over your flock wherever they may wander. May those who travel for 

work or recreation do so safely, and may every visitor find refreshment among us. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your goodness is rooted deep and clearly shown in every generation. We give 

thanks for the saints who have gone before us in faith. Keep us in communion with 

them until we find our rest in you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our 

spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 



OFFERING 
OFFERTORY 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate 

our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of 

him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



SANCTUS 

 

 

 

   

    

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Lord’s banquet is ready. All who seek forgiveness and healing are welcome. 

Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor. 

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “For the Fruit of All Creation”         (#679) 

[See back of bulletin] 



TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom 

you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN      “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”         (#547) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Now go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: God’s word is like the rain that waters the 

earth and brings forth life. It is like the sower’s seed, scattered freely and 

abundantly. Our lives are like soil receiving that Word: even what seems small, 

dormant, or dead can be raised to new life by God’s promise. At the Lord’s table we 

are fed with the bread of life, strengthened to bear fruit in the world. 

******************************************************************* 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Planning for the parking lot repairs has now reached the point where congregational 

approval is needed. Next Sunday, July 19, a special congregational meeting will be 

held after the 9:30 a.m. service to approve engaging a paving contractor, funding 

the anticipated project costs, and considering a possible lease with the Borough for 

shared use of the parking lots. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. 

CEMETERY FUND 

Cemetery Fund donations help to cover our mowing and essential maintenance. To 

contribute, simply mark “Cemetery Fund” on the memo line of your check or use a 

“Cemetery Fund” envelope located in our narthex. 



*******************************************************************  

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (7/12/26) 

9:30 AM 

GREETER: TBA; USHER: Mike Lado; LECTOR: Hope Clarke 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald 

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (7/19/26) 

9:30 AM 

GREETER: Chris Long; USHER: Elinda Lado; LECTOR: Becky Smoot 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Sue Reier 

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

******************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, July 12 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Wednesday, July 15 6:00 PM Summer Family Fellowship Meal and Games 

  in Reidler Hall 

Saturday, July 18 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, July 19 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  Special Congregational Meeting 

  following our worship service 

******************************************************************* 

SUMMER FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 

DINNER & GAMES – WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 

Join us at 6:00 p.m. in Reidler Hall for a church-wide evening of food, fun, and 

fellowship! Sunday School will provide the main meal. A sign-up sheet is available 

for drinks, sides, and desserts. Please let us know if you plan to attend. 

Menu: Traveling Tacos 

Enjoy yard games outside and board games inside. Bring a blanket or lawn chair if 

the weather is nice — or a favorite game to share. If it rains, everything will be 

indoors. Everyone is invited! Friends and neighbors are welcome! 

 



GATHERING HYMN “Praise and Thanksgiving” 

 

SUMMER “BOOK DRIVE” 

Our Service Ministry committee is seeking donations of new or gently used books 

for infants, preschool-aged children, and early readers. These books will benefit 

families served by our Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry. Books can open the minds of 

children and young people even among families who are facing serious difficulties. 

This book drive will run from July 1 through August 31 and a box for donations is 

in the narthex. Please be generous! 

******************************************************************* 
We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is in the 
back of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so 
before the service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your continued 
generosity and kindness. 



HYMN OF THE DAY “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

Our annual “Blessing of the Backpacks” event will be held on Sunday, August 23, 

at our 9:30 a.m. service. Teachers, students, school staff, parents, and guardians are 

invited to attend.  

PROGRESSIVE PICNIC 

Our Evangelism Committee is planning a progressive picnic for Saturday, August 

15 at 6 p.m. Two or more volunteers are needed to host the picnic. If you are 

interested in being a host or need more information, please contact our church office 

or any member of the Evangelism Committee. 

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our 

webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to 

know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. 

Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God. 
 

 



COMMUNION HYMN  “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 
******************************************************************* 
We invite you to continue supporting our Community Food Pantry by bringing non-
perishable food items. A donation box is in the narthex. Thank you for your 
generosity! 



SENDING HYMN  “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”  

 
 

 



GWOH 2026! 

This year, our congregation will once again support Servants to All – My Father’s 

House in Pottsville, PA as our annual God’s Work. Our Hands. project. A donation 

box is available in the narthex through July 31. 

DONATIONS REQUESTED: 

• Hygiene items — travel-size shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, feminine hygiene products, wet wipes, disposable razors, lotion, and 

lip balm. 

• Non-perishable snacks — granola bars, protein bars, peanut butter crackers, and 

other individually wrapped items. 

• Monetary gifts — checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s with “GWOH 26” 

on the memo line. 

For the care and safety of those served, the following items must be new, unused, 

and (if packaged) in their original packaging: 

• Socks and undergarments for men, women, and children. 

• Towels and washcloths. 

• Twin-size bed sheets and pillows. 

Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors in need.  

Please plan to join us for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on August 15! [This 

date is rescheduled from Sunday, August 9]. 

******************************************************************* 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON. 

******************************************************************* 
If you are away from home during the summer months, please stop at a Christian 

church to pray. If you can worship on a Sunday while you are away, we encourage 

you to do so. Through Jesus Christ, we are one body, one church, and one family, 

adopted by God, made precious and holy, and joined together in God’s love. 

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

