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A GIFT AND A CHALLENGE

Being a father today is both a gift and a
challenge. Many dads speak of the deep joy of
watching their children grow, discovering their
personalities, and seeing them take steps toward
independence. There is nothing quite like the
pride of a child’s first accomplishments or the
quiet moments of connection that remind us of
God’s own steadfast love.

But fatherhood in the 21st century also brings
frustrations. Many fathers feel the pressure of
busy schedules, demanding workplaces,
financial strain, and the constant pull of
technology. Some struggle to balance being
present at home with the expectations placed on
them. Others carry the weight of wanting to be a
nearly perfect parent in a world that changes
faster than any of us can keep up with.

Scripture does not give us a manual for modern
parenting, but it does offer wisdom that speaks
across centuries:

“Be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow
to anger.” This counsel from James is a
gift to every parent. Children need our
patience more than our perfection.

“Fathers, do not provoke your children
to anger, but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord.”
Paul’s words in Ephesians remind us that
parenting is not about control but about
instruction and encouragement.

“As a father has compassion for his
children, so the Lord has compassion
for those who fear him.” The psalmist
points us to the heart of God’s parenting—
compassion, mercy, and steadfast love.

“Train up a child in the way they
should go...” From Proverbs, this is not a
promise of perfect outcomes, but an
encouragement to be faithful in the small,
daily acts of love.

In all of this, fathers are reminded that they do
not parent alone. God’s grace meets us in our
successes and our shortcomings. The Holy
Spirit strengthens us when we feel stretched
thin. And Christ’s love surrounds both fathers
and children with forgiveness, patience, and
hope.

This Father’s Day, we give thanks for all who
take on the work of fathering—biological
fathers, adoptive fathers, stepfathers,
grandfathers, mentors, and all who offer
guidance and care.

May God bless them with wisdom, courage,
love, joy, and peace in the calling they have
been given.

Pastor Mike
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FATHER'S DAY
IS SUNDAY, JUNE 21!



“GRADUATE RECOGNITION”
SUNDAY IS JUNE 7!

Join us for worship and good fellowship on
Sunday, June 7, at 9:30 a.m. as we recognize
and celebrate our newest graduates. They are:

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES:

e Jayda Lynn Sassaman, daughter of Jeffry &
Amanda Ritschel, granddaughter of Jeff &
Cindy Ritschel graduated from North Penn
High School. She plans to attend Kutztown
University and major in Finance.

e Lucy Werdt graduated from Blue Mountain
High School on June 5. She plans to attend
West Chester University to major in Early
Childhood Education.

COLLEGE GRADUATES:

e Abby Krewson graduated magna cum
laude from DeSales University with a
Bachelors of Science in Speech and
Language Pathology where she was a
member of the NSSLHA (National Student
Speech Hearing Association) and NSLS
(The National Society of Leadership and
Success). Her future plans are to continue
her education at DeSales University in their
graduate program for Speech and Language
Pathology.

e Logan Shoener graduated magna cum laude
from Moravian University on May 9,
earning his Bachelor of Science in Public
Health. He plans to continue his dual-
degree program and complete his Bachelor
of Science in Nursing in December 2026.

e Madison Swick graduated on May 2, cum
laude from Western Michigan University
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical
Theatre Performance, minor in Dance. She
is actively auditioning while working in
Michigan for the summer and plans to move
to New York City in August with 2 other
Musical Theatre alumni from WMU.

GRADUATE SCHOOL.:

e Ethan Dewald graduated on December 12,
2025, from Florida Atlantic University with
a master's degree in Biological Sciences.

e Grace Krewson will graduate from
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Physician Assistant Studies in
August. After graduation she plans to move
to Tampa and pursue a career as a Physician
Assistant in hospital medicine.

Following our service at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday,
June 7, refreshments will be provided in our
gathering room by our Evangelism Committee.
Please join us!

CHURCH PICNIC SET

Our annual church picnic will be held on
Sunday, September 20, in Reidler Hall
following our 10:30 a.m. service. Please mark
your calendar!

A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION!

Our long-time member, Ralph Martin, is
turning 100 on June 25th!!! This amazing
milestone which deserves celebration and
thanks to God!

We would love to let Ralph know his church
family is thinking of him by flooding his
mailbox with birthday cards on his big day.
Please send a card to:

Ralph Martin,
650 Faith Avenue
Orwigsburg, PA 17961.

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, RALPH!!!
MAY GOD BLESS YOU IN EVERY WAY!



SUMMER
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
EVENINGS

What's Happening: Everyone is invited to
gather as a church family to enjoy an evening
meal together. Enjoy a summer evening
playing games, doing activities or simply come
to share a meal and fellowship time together!

Our Sunday School will provide the main meal,
with sign-up sheets available, if you'd like to
contribute a drink, side, or dessert to share.
Please let us know if you plan to attend to
ensure we have enough food for everyone.

Who's Invited: The whole church is invited!
Although Sunday School is hosting, this is NOT
a Sunday School event, it is a church-wide
supper. Please feel free to bring a friend or
neighbor along!

When: Wednesdays June 17, July 15, and
August 19 at 6:00 p.m.

What's on the Menu:

6/17: Build Your Own Hoagie: Deli
Meats and Cheeses will be provided,
along with rolls, condiments, and

toppings
7/15: Traveling Tacos: Taco Meat, bags

of Doritos, and taco toppings will be
provided.

8/19: Hot Dogs: Hot Dogs, Buns and
toppings will be provided.

Where: Reidler Hall, of course!

The food will be set up inside, but if it is nice
outside bring a blanket or lawn chair to enjoy
some fresh air! After the meal, there will be
some yard games outdoors and board games
indoors. Bring a game along to share, if you'd
like! If the weather doesn't cooperate, the whole
event will take place inside.

Sarah Eger
570-394-3522 (cell)
swoodring86@hotmail.com

PUZZLE RACES

Calling all Puzzle Connoisseurs!! The Reidler
Hall Committee and the Orwigsburg Free
Library are teaming up to host Puzzle Races!!

What are Puzzle Races? Groups of 4 work as a
team to complete a 500 piece puzzle the fastest.
Each team will get the same puzzle to complete
in a set amount of time. Winning teams will get
a prize.

Puzzle Race day is Wednesday, June 24 from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

If interested, gather a group of 3-4 people and
contact the library to reserve your team's spot
for the event. Only 8 teams can participate and
there is a small fee to play. This is a community
event, so feel free to include friends and family
on your team.

Please contact Claudia at the Orwigsburg Free
Library, Sarah Eger or Deb Bolinsky with any
questions.

SERVICE MINISTRY
“BOOK DRIVE”

Our Service Ministry committee will host a
“Book Drive” this summer to benefit the
children and families that are served by the
Orwigsburg Food Pantry.

Since we still have quite a few books for older
kids, we appreciate donations of new (or
recently purchased) preschool and early reading
books.

Our “Book Drive will run from July 1 through
August 31 and a box for book donations will be
in the narthex. Thank you for helping to give a
child the gift of education and imagination

through reading
Al ¢
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WELCA SPRING CLUSTER
EVENT

On Saturday, April 25, twelve of St. Paul’s
women travelled to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
in Summer Hill, PA. Our group joined sixteen
other women from five of the Lutheran
churches in the Schuylkill District.

The meeting began with a light breakfast,
followed by devotions led by Rev. Meeks of the
hosting church. The Bible study was presented
by Rev. Ken McDowell of United Church of
Christ of Summer Hill. The topic, “Social
Emotional Well Being of Youth,” was
presented by Amy Ketner, Schuylkill County
Mental Health. Even though most of us are
seniors, we are in contact with youth in many
situations.

Reports were updated on the WELCA events
here in our Northeastern PA Synod. Pat Kunkle,
of our group, and recorder for the Schuylkill
Mission District gave a report on attendance.
Information was shared on the number of
children who received Christmas gifts. Each of
the five churches represented at the meeting
shared the many projects which they support
throughout the year.

Our group has volunteered to host the Spring
Cluster for 2027. A date will be given after
approval by our church council and the
availability of Reidler Hall.

As the conclusion of the meeting, a very tasty
lunch was served with time for fellowship.

HOST A SUMMER
FELLOWSHIP TABLE

Our Summer Fellowship Table provides a time
for members to connect with each other and
enjoy light refreshments after the 9:30 a.m.
service. Any church committee, family, group,
or individual can host a table. Our Summer
Fellowship Tables will begin on Sunday, June 7
and continue through August 23. A sign-up
sheet is in the gathering room.

STiC NEWS

Walk Across America - The Creation
Connection has a great walking challenge for
everyone this summer! In honor of America’s
250" anniversary, we will be ‘hopscotching’
somewhat side to side across the line we call
Route 80. We have picked National Parks and
National Historic Sites to be the goal each
week. It begins May 24 and winds up on
Heritage Day, which is 15 weeks. If we stayed
directly on Route 80, that would neatly divide
into 186 miles per week, but alas, we are
straying and exploring!

So, everyone’s job is to walk or spend time
outdoors and log your mileage and bring it to
church every week so we can add it all up right
while we’re fellowshipping, and at that point
our next destination will be announced. (It will
also be in the bulletin. Walking logs will be by
the STiC bulletin board. Please also add your
name to the “Who’s Walking Across America
list” so that our tallies are easier

Why are National Parks so important?
According to Wallace Stegner, they are
America’s Best Idea. Theodore Roosevelt began
them in a surge to protect the birds of Pelican
Island from the feathers-in-fashion rage. Each
week, we might also include another way they
are protecting our wildlife, as well as interesting
facts adding to our great American Pride.

Our state and national parks alone cannot do the
job of preserving our natural heritage. Our
species are in desperate need of the in-between
lands too.... Our neighborhoods and gardens.

Check out Home Grown National Parks online,
an effort begun by a nearby Pennsylvanian,
Doug Tallamy. To find out more, some of his
books are available to borrow at Saint Paul’s.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

Our annual “Blessing of the Backpacks” event
will be held on Sunday, August 23, at our 9:30
a.m. service. Teachers, students, school staff,
parents, and guardians are invited to attend.
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God’s work. Our hands.

GWOH 2026 BEGINS!

This year, our congregation will once again
support Servants to All — My Father’s House in
Pottsville, PA as our annual God s Work. Our
Hands. project. A donation box will be available
in the narthex June 1 through July 31.

Servants to All is a faith-based ministry serving
individuals and families in need throughout
Schuylkill County and surrounding
communities. Their work includes emergency
shelter, outreach, case management, and
essential daily support—offered at no cost to
veterans, individuals with disabilities, older
adults, youth, and anyone facing hardship.

DONATIONS REQUESTED:

o Hygiene items — travel-size shampoo,
soap, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
feminine hygiene products, wet wipes,
disposable razors, lotion, and lip balm.

o Non-perishable snacks — granola bars,
protein bars, peanut butter crackers, and
other individually wrapped items.

o Monetary gifts — checks may be made
payable to St. Paul’s with “GWOH 26” on
the memo line.

For the care and safety of those served, the
following items must be new, unused, and (if
packaged) in their original packaging:

o Socks and undergarments for men,
women, and children.

o Towels and washcloths.
o Twin-size bed sheets and pillows.

Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors
in need.

Please consider donating between June 1 and
July 31, and plan to join us for “God’s Work.
Our Hands.” Sunday on August 9!

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS

The Crafters’ Guild would like to extend our
heartfelt thanks to the St. Paul’s congregation
for your continued generosity and support. The
Prayer Squares lovingly made by Robin
Zimmerman have also been a blessing—many
people are sharing these handmade squares to
offer God’s love and comfort to others.

As we look ahead to our crafting sessions in the
fall, we are seeking members from our group or
the community who would like to share their
skills and creativity with the guild. Do you have
a craft or hobby you would like to share with
us? Do you know someone who might like to
lead us in a fun, hands-on project? If so, please
contact the office at (570) 366-2316.

PROGRESSIVE PICNIC

Our Evangelism Committee is planning a
progressive picnic for Saturday, August 15 at 6
p.m. Two or more volunteers are needed to host
the picnic. If you are interested in being a host
or need more information, please contact our
church office or any member of the Evangelism
Committee.

WELCA NEWS

Our WELCA meeting on May 12 was attended
by 15 women. The guest speaker was Rev. Dr.
Jan Remer-Osborn of Zion's Red Church and
now Friedens Lutheran Church. She shared her
life journey which led her into the ministry.

Our next get-together will be a picnic at 12
noon on Tuesday, June 9 (rain or shine) at the
home of Cindy and Jeff Ritschel. Please bring
your own sandwich. Beverage and dessert will
be provided. We will not meet again during the
summer months.

Our next scheduled meeting at Reidler Hall will
be on Tuesday, September 8. The In-gathering
offering received at that time will be given to
Nancy Snow for the purchase of supplies to
make the "Quilts of Valor." The meeting ended
with prayer and fellowship.



ORWIGSBURG 250 —
READY TO GO!

The Orwigsburg 250 Planning Committee has
prepared a full schedule of events and activities
beginning on Friday, July 3, and continuing
through Saturday, July 4, Independence Day, as
our community celebrates America’s 250th
Anniversary. Red, white, and blue posters with
event information have been placed on our
bulletin boards.

As we gather to enjoy this festive weekend, let
us give thanks to God for the blessings of
liberty and freedom. May we use these gifts
with wisdom and gratitude, and work together
for the good of our community and our nation.

.

FLAG DAY - JUNE 14

Flag Day, celebrated on June 14,
commemorates the adoption of the United
States flag in 1777 by the Second Continental
Congress. The resolution established the flag’s
design: thirteen stripes, alternating red and
white, and thirteen stars in a blue field,
symbolizing a new constellation.

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson officially
proclaimed June 14 as Flag Day, and in 1949,
Congress established it as National Flag Day.
While it is not a federal holiday, Pennsylvania
recognizes it as a state holiday.

Many communities mark Flag Day with
parades, ceremonies, and flag-raising events,
encouraging Americans to display the flag
proudly throughout National Flag Week.

CHURCH ENVELOPES?

There are lots of good reasons to use church
envelopes, but if you don’t want them, please

call our church office as soon as possible. Leave
a message with your name and phone number if

the office is closed when you call. We can help
take you off our envelope mailing list.

REBATES FROM
BOYER’S FOOD MARKETS

Boyer’s Food Markets has implemented a new

Customer Rewards Program which will provide
rewards, discounts, and digital coupons to each
participating customer. This eliminates the need
for and use of your current St. Paul’s “key tag.”

To participate, you will need to enroll.
Information on how to enroll is available at any
Boyer’s Food Market store. After you enroll
you may designate “St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,

Orwigsburg” as your personal “Caring &
Sharing” charity. You may also change your
charity at any time.

If you have any questions or need assistance in
enrolling in this new program, please stop at the
Customer Service Desk at any Boyer’s Food
Market Store.

PIANO FUND ESTABLISHED

Our Steinway piano, located in the nave, is in
need of maintenance and restoration work. The
estimated cost for these repairs is $2,000 and
the project is expected to take approximately 2—
3 weeks to complete. We hope to have the work
completed sometime this summer.

Donations may be placed in the offering plate in
an envelope marked “Piano Fund” or dropped
off at the church office. Thank you for your
continued support of the music ministry here at
St. Paul’s!

WELCOME OUR NEWEST
BROTHER IN CHRIST!

We welcome Adam Jack Williams, son of Sarah
Seipe and Adam R. Willaims of Orwigsburg,
PA as a newest brother in Christ Jesus. Rory
was baptized at St. Paul’s on Saturday, May 2.

May God Bless A.J., help him to grow in faith,
and keep him safe from all evil until Christ
comes again!



JUNE BIRTHDAYS

1 Lori Elser, W. David Lafko,
Mary Muntone, Kevin Blair, Elinda Lado

2 Krista Harding

3 Austin Heydt, Creole Brensinger,
Kilmer Brensinger

5 Cindy Henry

6 Marisa Horbal, Doug Travor, Connie Teter,
Steve Keck

7 Julianna Witman

8 Madelyn Krause, John Sassaman

9 Jonathan Phillips, Melanie Rarick,
Susan Williams

10 Shelby Zehner

11 Kathy Huntzinger

12 Braiden Fessler

13 Jimmy Withers, Scott Ludwig, Pat Kunkle

14 Adelynn Chapman, Lynn Kramer,
Mary Timpany

15 Bob Sattizahn

18 Colton Baer

19 Katie Williams

20 Leon Long, Jr, Christopher Miller,
Olivia Stump

21 Debbie Bolinsky, Robert Frampton

22 Joel Ritschel

24 Barb Latko, Morgan Hannaway

25 Ralph Martin, Connie Aregood,
Andrea Kline

26 Cody Forke

29 Tina Butler, Nan Eisenhuth

30 Matt Olmes
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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

2 Wayne & Ruth Ann Withers,
Brent & Katie Stramara

7 Jeff & Gail Rarick

9 Al & Krista Callaghan

10 Rick & Cindy Muntone

12 Dan & Tammy Mosher

14 Stan & Deb Bolinsky
Joe & Vickie Cable

19 Doug & Melissa Wilson

21 Scott & Sandy Ludwig

25 Scott & Trisha Bachman

26 Harry & Lori Myers

27 George & Cindy Henry

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
(CONTINUED)

28 Charles & Deb Trubilla

Jim & Joanne Emerich
29 Bill & Erin Chapman
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JUNE FLOWER SPONSORS

Altar and Chancel flowers for June 7 and 14 are
open and available to be sponsored as of the
writing of this newsletter.

JUNE 21

Altar: In honor of Kevin and Rachel Long’s 2™
wedding anniversary by Christine Long.

Chancel: OPEN

JUNE 28

Altar: In memory of Russell Zehner by Lester
and Constance Teter.

Chancel: OPEN
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JUNE BULLETIN SPONSORS

Bulletins for June 7, 14, and 21 are open and
available to be sponsored as of the writing of
this newsletter.

JUNE 28

In memory of Russell C. Zehner by Diane
Brobst.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

» Special thanks to Silver Maple Nursery for
providing us with 15 plants at a highly
discounted price to rejuvenate the church’s
garden as overseen by the Smoots and Mary
Timpany.

» The Property Committee is making great
progress in the desired restoration of the
upper parking lot with 4 paving bids
received with a 5 to follow. A
congregational meeting will be called once
Council is ready to endorse the project.



JUNE 2026

SERVICE SCHEDULE
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SUNDAY 9:30 AM JUNE 7 JUNE 14 JUNE 21 JUNE 28
GREETER Tina Butler Sarah Eger Chris Long Chris Long
USHER Joyce O’'Rourke ~ Wendy Schuld Diane Brobst G. Dierwechter
LECTOR Gwen Wehr Dave Krewson Juli Schenck Wayne Lutsey
COMMUNION
ASSISTANT Tina Butler Dave Krewson Kay Weidensaul =~ Deb Bolinsky
ALTAR GUILD Joyce O’Rourke  Kathy Miller Kathy Miller Joanne Emerich
Becky Smoot Connie Teter Connie Teter Gwen Wehr
COUNTERS Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter Connie Teter
Diane Brobst G. Dierwechter Joanne Emerich Glenda Bright

Pat Davis

Barb Sterner Barb Sterner
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A VACATION LIMERICK

There once was a Lutheran band

Who spent summer in sea, sky, and sand.

Be it nearby or afar,

Wherever they are,

They worshipped in each place that they’d land.

For God isn’t tied to one pew—
Grace meets you in places brand new.
On the road, in a chair,

If you pause for prayer,

You’ll find Christ is already with you.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

During the summer months we will worship at
5:30 p.m. on Saturdays and at 9:30 a.m. on
Sundays. Holy Communion will be shared on
the first Saturday of every month and at every
Sunday service. Our “regular” worship schedule
will return on Sunday, September 13.

CEMETERY FUND

Cemetery Fund donations help to cover our
mowing and essential maintenance. To
contribute, simply mark “Cemetery Fund” on
the memo line of your check or use a
“Cemetery Fund” envelope located in our
narthex.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

A new Automatic External Defibrillator (AED)
and cabinet have been donated to our
congregation. They are located above the First
Aid box in our gathering room. An AED is a
portable, life-saving device used to help
someone experiencing sudden cardiac arrest.

If you have been trained by the American Red
Cross, the American Heart Association, or have
completed an equivalent course approved by the
Pennsylvania Department of Health as part of
your profession—and you are currently certified
in CPR/AED—please contact the church office.
Your skills can help us keep our congregation
safe.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Thank you for another wonderful year of
Sunday School!! Regularly scheduled Second
Sunday-Sunday School classes will take a
summer break for June, July, and August, and
will resume in September. Please continue
joining us for Sunday Services during the
summer for impromptu Sunday School lessons
and fellowship table snacks.

Sarah Eger



JUNE 2026

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
Property 6:30 p.m. |Evangelism NEPA SYNOD NEPA SYNOD NEPA SYNOD
6:30 p.m. ASSEMBLY ASSEMBLY ASSEMBLY
Graduation for Blue |Worship w/ Holy
Mountain School  |[Communion
District 5:30 p.m.
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
2 PENTECOST & |Council 7 p.m. WELCA Picnic at Worship 5:30 p.m.
GRADUATE the home of Jeff &
RECOGNITION Cindy Ritschel
SUNDAY 12 noon
Worship w/ Holy
Communion
9:30 a.m.
Refreshments
following the service
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
3 PENTECOST SUMMER JUNETEENTH Worship 5:30 p.m.
FLAG DAY FAMILY HOLIDAY
FELLOWSHIP
Worship w/ Holy ) Ows
. 6:00 p.m.
Communion
9:30 a.m.
Refreshments
following the service
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
4 PENTECOST & Orwigsburg Free  |RALPH Worship 5:30 p.m.
FATHER’S DAY Library “Puzzle MARTIN’S 100t
Worship w/ Holy Race” in Reidler BIRTHDAY'!
Communion Hall 6 to 8 p.m. Schuylkill Mission
9:30 a.m. District Council in
Summer Fellowship Gathering Room
Table 6:30 p.m.
SUMMER BEGINS
28 29 30 JULY 1 2 3 4
5 PENTECOST AMERICA 250 AMERICA 250
Worship w/ Holy ORWIGSBURG |ORWIGSBURG -
Communion with Community |INDEPENDENCE
9:30 a.m. Service at St. John’s|DAY HOLIDAY
Summer Fellowship UcCat6 pm. Worship w/ Holy
Table Communion
5:30 p.m.

Reverend Michael T. Petresky

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF
570-366-2316 - Ext 11

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director
Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton
Karen Travor, Treasurer
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary
Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON

570-573-4076
570-366-2316
484-408-5152
610-507-2797
570-617-9617
936-648-6809

pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

No Email

karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
cwlutsey@gmail.com
jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday, June 7 - Graduate Recognition Sunday!

Sunday, June 14 - Flag Day

Sunday, June 21- Summer Officially Begins & Father's Day!

Visit our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org. Watch us on YouTube.
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg.
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