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*********************************************************************************** 

A PRAYER FOR AMERICA’S 

250TH BIRTHDAY! 

Eternal God, as we celebrate 250 years of our 

nation’s independence, we give thanks for your 

faithfulness and mercy through the generations.  

Strengthen all communities of faith and inspire 

us to work together and uphold the dignity of 

every human being. 

Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, 

from pride and arrogance, and from every evil 

course of action. 

End conflicts, heal divisions, and lead world 

leaders to seek justice and reconciliation for all 

their people. 

Grant wisdom and integrity to all who serve in 

public office. Guide our leaders to seek what is 

good and right and to make decisions that serve 

every citizen. 

Bless all the children and youth of this land. 

Protect them from harm, help them grow in 

knowledge and wisdom, and surround them 

with people who will nurture and guide them. 

Watch over our veterans and all who serve in 

our armed forces. Keep them safe, give them 

courage, and bring healing to all who are 

wounded in body, mind, or spirit. 

Stand with all who strengthen and protect our 

community—we especially pray for our police, 

firefighters, first responders, and all who risk 

their lives for the sake of others. 

Unite our country in mutual respect and in 

shared responsibility to promote the common 

good. Let us find joy as we work together. 

Look with compassion on all who are in need, 

especially the poor, the hungry, the homeless, 

the sick, the lonely, and the forgotten. Stir in us 

a spirit of true compassion and generosity. 

Teach us to be faithful stewards of your good 

creation. Guide us to use the earth’s resources 

wisely and to protect them for the sake of future 

generations. 

Keep your people strong in faith. In times of 

abundance or in times of want, may we always 

trust and believe in you. 

Into your hands, almighty God, we commend 

our nation, our neighbors, and ourselves. Grant 

us courage, faith, wisdom, and hope now and 

for years to come.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Pastor Mike 

 

  



SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING SCHEDULED 

Planning for the parking lot repairs has now 

reached the point where congregational 

approval is needed. On July 19 a special 

congregational meeting will be held following 

our 9:30 a.m. service to vote on engaging a 

paving contractor, funding the anticipated 

project costs, and considering a possible lease 

with the Borough for shared use of the parking 

lots. Please mark your calendars and plan to 

attend. 

“HEALTHY STEPS FOR 
OLDER ADULTS” 
A free 3 day program 
for adults aged 60+ 

taught by certified instructors from 
Daikon Community Services. 

The program will focus on 
ways to prevent falls. 

To enroll you must sign up 
with Daikon at (570) 624-3017. 

This group will meet in Reidler Hall 
from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon on 

Monday, August 17, 
Wednesday, August 19,  
and Friday, August 21. 

PLEASE WELCOME 

OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

Please welcome Charles N. and Laverne L. 

Seaman of Schuylkill Haven, PA, Julio P. and 

Margaret L. Sylvester of Pottsville, PA, and 

Dennis W. Cramer of Schuylkill Haven, PA 

into our community of faith. These new 

members were approved by our Council at their 

May and June meetings, respectively. 

May God bless them, strengthen them in faith, 

and make them fruitful for the sake of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 

EVENINGS CONTINUE! 

What's Happening: Everyone is invited to 

gather as a church family to enjoy an evening 

meal together.  Enjoy a summer evening 

playing games, doing activities or simply come 

to share a meal and fellowship time together!  

Our Sunday School will provide the main meal, 

with sign-up sheets available, if you'd like to 

contribute a drink, side, or dessert to share. 

Please let us know if you plan to attend to 

ensure we have enough food for everyone.  

Who's Invited: The whole church is invited! 

Although Sunday School is hosting, this is NOT 

a Sunday School event, it is a church-wide 

supper. Please feel free to bring a friend or 

neighbor along!  

When: Wednesdays July 15 and August 19 at 

6:00 p.m. 

What's on the Menu:  

7/15: Traveling Tacos:  Taco Meat, bags 

of Doritos, and taco toppings will be 

provided.  

8/19: Hot Dogs: Hot Dogs, Buns and 

toppings will be provided.    

Where: Reidler Hall, of course! 

The food will be set up inside, but if it is nice 

outside bring a blanket or lawn chair to enjoy 

some fresh air! After the meal, there will be 

some yard games outdoors and board games 

indoors. Bring a game along to share, if you'd 

like! If the weather doesn't cooperate, the whole 

event will take place inside.   

Sarah Eger 

570-394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

Our annual “Blessing of the Backpacks” event 

will be held on Sunday, August 23, at our 9:30 

a.m. service. Teachers, students, school staff, 

parents, and guardians are invited to attend.   



 

GWOH 2026! 

This year, our congregation will once again 

support Servants to All – My Father’s House in 

Pottsville, PA as our annual God’s Work. Our 

Hands. project. A donation box will be available 

in the narthex June 1 through July 31. 

Servants to All is a faith-based ministry serving 

individuals and families in need throughout 

Schuylkill County and surrounding 

communities. Their work includes emergency 

shelter, outreach, case management, and 

essential daily support—offered at no cost to 

veterans, individuals with disabilities, older 

adults, youth, and anyone facing hardship. 

DONATIONS REQUESTED: 

• Hygiene items — travel-size shampoo, 

soap, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 

feminine hygiene products, wet wipes, 

disposable razors, lotion, and lip balm. 

• Non-perishable snacks — granola bars, 

protein bars, peanut butter crackers, and 

other individually wrapped items. 

• Monetary gifts — checks may be made 

payable to St. Paul’s with “GWOH 26” on 

the memo line. 

For the care and safety of those served, the 

following items must be new, unused, and (if 

packaged) in their original packaging: 

• Socks and undergarments for men, 

women, and children. 

• Towels and washcloths. 

• Twin-size bed sheets and pillows. 

Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors 

in need.  

Please consider donating between June 1 and 

July 31, and plan to join us for “God’s Work. 

Our Hands.” Sunday on August 15! [This date 

is rescheduled from Sunday, August 9]. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

1. Locally owned H & D Photography 

approached us about photographing our 

splendid sanctuary and Reidler Hall thus 

will be on-site June 11th to do so. 

They've photographed several historic 

churches and other buildings in our area. 

2. We're pleased to announce that among 

the near 30 Lutheran congregations in 

our Schuylkill District, we topped the list 

with last year's $10,674 benevolence 

contributions. Earnest thanks for your 

continued generosity of the church and 

Christian community at large. 

3. The much-needed parking lot renovation 

planning has progressed to the point that 

a congregational meeting will occur on 

July 19th after the 9:30 AM worship 

service to seek approval to: 1) engage a 

paving contractor, 2) fund the anticipated 

project costs, and 3) possibly enter into a 

lease with the Borough for joint use of 

the upper and lower parking lots. Much 

more to follow. 

SUMMER “BOOK DRIVE” 

Our Service Ministry committee is seeking 

donations of new or gently used books for 

infants, preschool-aged children, and early 

readers. These books will benefit families 

served by our Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry. 

Books can open the minds of children and 

young people even among families who are 

facing serious difficulties.  

This book drive will run from July 1 through 

August 31 and a box for book donations will be 

in the narthex. Please be generous! 

PASTOR MIKE ON VACATION  

Pastor Mike will be on vacation and will not 

lead worship on Sunday, July 26. Pastor 

Cynthia Kennett will lead our worship in his 

place. No worship is scheduled for Saturday, 

July 25.  



WELCA NEWS 

On a beautiful June 9th fifteen of St. Paul's 

women enjoyed a picnic in the backyard of 

Cindy and Jeff Ritschel. The only business 

discussed was the hosting of a Sunday 

Fellowship Table. The group agreed to 

volunteer to host on August 9th. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 

September 8th, at 1:00 PM in Reidler Hall. The 

program will be announced in the bulletin. The 

in-gathering offering will be given to Nancy 

Snow for her expenses in preparing the Quilts 

of Valor. 

All of St. Paul's women are encouraged to 

attend whenever possible. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Regularly scheduled Second Sunday-Sunday 

School classes will take a summer break for 

June, July, and August, and will resume in 

September.  Wishing you a blessed summer! 

Sarah Eger - 570-394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS 

Our Crafters’ Guild created corner fabric 

bookmarks for our homebound church 

members. We also purchased Word-Search 

Devotion books with a generous donation from 

one of our members. These items will be 

delivered during the summer. We hope these 

devotions will add a little fun and inspiration to 

their day. 

During the summer months, we won’t meet 

regularly—but keep those creative hands busy. 

Our next event, Service Ministry’s Annual 

Bazaar on Saturday, October 4, will be here 

before you know it! 

If you’d like to be part of our group, please 

contact the church office at 570-366-2316 and 

ask to be added to our email list. 

LET US CELEBRATE AND 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD! 

The America 250 Planning Committee here in 

Orwigsburg, PA, has prepared a full schedule of 

events and activities beginning on Friday, July 

3, and continuing through Saturday, July 4, 

Independence Day, as we celebrate America’s 

250th Anniversary of independence. Event 

information has been posted on our bulletin 

boards. 

We especially encourage everyone to 

attend the Community Worship Event at 

St. Johns UCC at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 

3.  

This event will celebrate our patriotism, 

faith, and community spirit with thanks 

to God and grateful hearts. No worship is 

scheduled for Saturday, July 4. 

May we always use our liberty and freedom 

with wisdom and gratitude, and work together 

for the good of our community and our nation! 

 

MEN OF ST. PAUL'S WIN 2026  

READER'S CHOICE AWARD 

We are soup-er excited to announce that the 

Men of St. Paul's has won the 2026 Republican 

Herald Reader's Choice Award again for Best 

Non-Profit Soup!  

We are deeply grateful for all those members 

who have contributed their time, talent and 

awesome creativity, while creating such 

amazing soups. We could never achieve such 

heights of recognition if not for the generous 

donations from our congregation.  The Men of 

St. Paul's will receive a banner and certificate to 

display at future soup sales. 

Please mark your calendars now for our next 

sales: Saturday, November 7, 2026, and 

Saturday, February 13, 2027, when the award-

winning Men of St. Paul's Soup returns to "the 

square" in Orwigsburg.  



JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Christian Muntone, Phoebe Glenn 

 3 Laverne Seaman 

 4 Sue Kane 

 5 Kristen Cunningham 

 7 Beth Webber, Sandy Spotts,  

 Melissa Hartman 

 8 Morgan Myers, Taylor Beach 

 9 Jeffrey Kline III 

10 Russell Teter 

11 Dana Jenkins, Ross Myers, Ken Miller III 

12 Lil Dewald, Karl Kunkel, Kevin Riotto, 

Caitlin Shoener, Bode Hinnershitz 

13 Sarah Eger 

14 Bill Moyer 

15 Weston Bizup 

16 Andrea Dancheck 

17 Katie Zehner, Beth Krause 

18 Jill Krewson, Jessica Swick  

19 Grace Krewson 

20 Nancy Sterner, Nevaeh Houck, 

 Brooke Eschbach 

22 Ruth Ann Withers, Dave Krewson,  

24 Barbara Hinnershitz 

25 James Lengel, Jeff Ritschel, Sr. 

26 Ivan Leymeister 

29 Tamara Tomko 

30 Kevin Kramer, Sonny Teter, 

 Christian Keener, Janice Snyder 

31 Samantha Clarke 

************************************** 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 5 Ned & Nan Eisenhuth 

10 Kent & Beverly Eisenhuth 

11 Jeremy & Rebecca Houser 

12 Robert & Sharon Otstott 

20 Rich & Tracey Kemp 

22 Greg & Tonya Shappell 

************************************** 

PROGRESSIVE PICNIC 

Our Evangelism Committee is planning a 

progressive picnic for Saturday, August 15 at 6 

p.m. If you are interested in being a host or are 

just interested in attending, please contact our 

church office or any member of the Evangelism 

Committee. 

JULY FLOWERS 

JULY 5 

Altar: In memory of Guy & Frances Lengel by 

son, James Lengel & the Lengel Family 

Chancel: OPEN 

 

Altar and Chancel flowers for July 12, 19, and 

26 are open and available to be sponsored as of 

the writing of this newsletter 

************************************** 

JULY BULLETINS 

JULY 5: OPEN 

JULY 12: OPEN 

JULY 19: In memory of Elaine Kamp by Scott 

and Tina Butler 

JULY 26: OPEN 

************************************** 

PIANO FUND UPDATE 

We have reached our goal for the necessary 

repairs and restoration for our Steinway piano. 

Thank you for your generous support of the 

music ministry here at St. Paul’s! 

CHURCH ENVELOPES? 

There are lots of good reasons to use church 

envelopes, but if you don’t want them, please 

call our church office as soon as possible. Leave 

a message with your name and phone number if 

the office is closed when you call. We can help 

take you off our envelope mailing list. 

LET’S KEEP OUR COMMUNITY 

FOOD PANTRY STOCKED 

Summer can be a slower time for donations at 

our food pantry, but the need remains. We 

invite you to continue supporting our 

Community Food Pantry by bringing non-

perishable food items. A donation box is in the 

narthex. Thank you for your generosity! 

  



JULY 2026 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

*********************************************************************************** 
SUNDAY 9:30 AM JULY 5 JULY 12 JULY 19 JULY 26 

GREETER TBA  TBA  Chris Long  Chris Long 

USHER Diane Brobst Mike Lado Elinda Lado TBA 

LECTOR Sarah Eger Hope Clarke Becky Smoot Kristin Durkee 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Kristin Durkee Amy Dewald Sue Reier Wayne Lutsey 

ALTAR GUILD Joanne Emerich Crystal Brensinger Crystal Brensinger Barbara Lafko 
 Gwen Wehr Cindy Ritschel Cindy Ritschel Amy Dewald 

COUNTERS Gwen Wehr Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter 
 Glenda Bright Diane Brobst Gloria Dierwechter Joanne Emerich 
   Pat Davis Barb Sterner 

*********************************************************************************** 

CEMETERY FUND 

Cemetery Fund donations help to cover our 

mowing and essential maintenance. To 

contribute, simply mark “Cemetery Fund” on 

the memo line of your check or use a 

“Cemetery Fund” envelope located in our 

narthex. 

HELP KEEP US SAFE! 

A new Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) 

and cabinet have been donated to our church. 

They are located above the First Aid box in our 

gathering room. 

If you have been trained by the American Red 

Cross, the American Heart Association, or have 

completed an equivalent course approved by the 

Pennsylvania Department of Health as part of 

your profession—and you are currently certified 

in CPR/AED—please contact the church office. 

Your skills can help us keep our congregation 

safe. 

CHURCH PICNIC SET 

Our annual church picnic will be held on 

Sunday, September 20, in Reidler Hall 

following our 10:30 a.m. service. Please mark 

your calendar! 

ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION 

CELEBRATION! 

The Reverend Robert C. Reier will celebrate the 

45th anniversary of his ordination as Minister of 

Word and Sacrament on August 2. We look 

forward to congratulating him on his long and 

faithful ministry on Sunday, August 9, during 

our 9:30 a.m. service. Please mark your 

calendar and join us for this celebration. 

BOYER’S REWARDS PROGRAM 

HAS CHANGED 

Boyer’s Food Markets has implemented a new 

Customer Rewards Program which will provide 

rewards, discounts, and digital coupons to each 

participating customer. This eliminates the need 

for and use of your current St. Paul’s “key tag.” 

To participate, you will need to enroll and add 

Boyer Market’s app to your phone. Please 

consider designating “St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, Orwigsburg” as your personal “Caring 

& Sharing” charity. You may also change your 

charity at any time. 

If you have any questions or need assistance in 

enrolling in this new program, please stop at the 

Customer Service Desk at any Boyer’s Food 

Market Store.  



JULY 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

 

 

1 2 3 

AMERICA 250 

ORWIGSBURG 

Community Service 

at St. John’s UCC 

6 p.m. 

4 

AMERICA’S 

250TH 

ANNIVERSARY 

AND 

INDEPENDENCE 

DAY HOLIDAY 

SEE POSTER! 

No scheduled 

worship. 

5 

6 PENTECOST 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

9:30 a.m. 

6  

Property 6:30 p.m. 

7 8 9 10 11 

Worship w/Holy 

Communion 

5:30 p.m. 

12 

7 PENTECOST 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

9:30 a.m. 

13 14 15 

SUMMER 

FAMILY 

FELLOWSHIP 

6:00 p.m. 

16 17 18 

Worship 5:30 p.m. 

19 

8 PENTECOST 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

9:30 a.m. 

SPECIAL 

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

FOLLOWING OUR 

SERVICE 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

No scheduled 

worship. 

26 

9 PENTECOST 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

27 28 29 30 31  

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON  

 

GOD BLESS AMERICA!  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Sunday, July 3 – America 250 Community Service at St. John’s UCC 6 p.m. 

Sunday, July 4 – America’s 250th Anniversary and Independence Day Holiday 

Wednesday, July 15- Summer Family Fellowship Meal in Reidler Hall 6-8 p.m. 

Sunday, July 19 – Special Congregational Meeting following 9:30 a.m. service 

Visit our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org. Watch us on YouTube. 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg. 
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