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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us -

from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GATHERING HYMN  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   (#858) 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your 

Spirit bring healing to this wounded world and raise us to the new life of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM HOSEA 
15I will return again to my place 

  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 

  In their distress they will beg my favor: 

 6:1“Come, let us return to the LORD; 

  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 

  he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 

 2After two days he will revive us; 

  on the third day he will raise us up, 

  that we may live before him. 

 3Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; 

  his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 

 he will come to us like the showers, 

  like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

 4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

  What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

 Your love is like a morning cloud, 

  like the dew that goes away early. 

 5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, 

  I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 

  and my judgment goes forth as the light. 

 6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. (Hosea 5:15-6:6) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.  



PSALM 50:7-15 (Read responsively) 
7Hear, O my people, and I will speak:  

“O Israel, I will bear witness against you; for I am God, your God. 
8I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; 

your offerings are always before me. 
9I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, 

nor he-goats out of your pens; 
10for all the beasts of the forest are mine, 

the herds in their thousands upon the hills. 
11I know every bird in the sky, 

and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 
12If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 

for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
13Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, 

or drink the blood of goats? 
14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and make good your vows to the Most High. 
15Call upon me in the day of trouble; 

I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.” 

A READING FROM ROMANS 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 

and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 

also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it 

is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the 

God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 

things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become 

“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 

descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 

which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when 

he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver 

concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 

God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it 

was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also.   



It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification.          (Romans 4:13-25) 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.        Glory to you, O Lord. 

9As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; 

and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 

 10And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 

were sitting with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they said to 

his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But 

when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 

those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 

For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 

 18While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue 

came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay 

your hand on her, and she will live.” 19And Jesus got up and followed him, with his 

disciples. 20Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for 

twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21for she said 

to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22Jesus turned, and 

seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And 

instantly the woman was made well. 23When Jesus came to the leader’s house and 

saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24he said, “Go away; for 

the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25But when the crowd 

had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 
26And the report of this spread throughout that district.  (Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26)  



The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to You, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

SERMON  

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”                                (#656) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church and the needs of the 

world. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Inspire us to share your Word which brings peace, hope, 

love, and joy. Embolden us to tear down barriers which imprison us and do not keep 

us safe. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We pray for creation. Allow fire to burn safely where it is needed, but quench 

flames when they threaten to run wild. Protect what you have created from 

foolishness and wickedness. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who write laws and those who judge how such laws should 

apply. Write your commandments on our hearts and inspire all who govern to act 

with wisdom and mercy. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the sick, ill, and injured. Lift up all who are bowed down in body, 

mind, or spirit. We especially pray for everyone on our prayer list and all who live 

and work amid violence. God of grace, hear our prayer.  



We pray for this congregation and especially for all of our graduates. Raise up a 

deep desire in us to live out our baptismal promises and support believers of all ages 

in our shared journey of faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We offer thanks for our faithful departed who now rest in you. May their lives 

encourage us in our earthly pilgrimage. Console us with the promise of eternal life. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our 

spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate 

our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of 

him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection open to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

   

    

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  



In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Lord’s banquet is now ready. All who seek forgiven and healing are welcome. 

Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor. 

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side.  



AGNUS DEI 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Healer of Our Every Ill”                                   (#612) 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom 

you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                   (#733) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 
  



Introduction to the Day: Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, 

he was criticized for eating with tax collectors and sinners—who did not observe 

the requirements of their faith. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that 

mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God’s mercy continues to be 

made known to those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and 

the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather for worship, God sends healing to us so 

that we may signs of God’s mercy for the world. 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (6/7/26) 

9:30 AM 

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Joyce O’Rourke; LECTOR: Gwen Wehr 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Tina Butler 

ALTAR GUILD: Joyce O’Rourke and Becky Smoot 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (6/14/26) 

9:30 AM 

GREETER: Sarah Eger; USHER: Wendy Schuld; LECTOR: Dave Krewson 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Dave Krewson 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

******************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, June 7  GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  Refreshments following our worship service 

Monday, June 8 7:00 PM Council 

Tuesday, June 9 12 NOON WELCA Picnic at the home of Cindy Ritschel 

Saturday, June 13 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, June 14 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  Refreshments following our worship service 

******************************************************************* 

“OUR GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” PROJECT BEGINS 

We will once again collect donations for Servants to All – My Father’s House, in 

Pottsville, PA, as our annual GWOH project. A donation box will be provided in 

the narthex from June 1 through July 31. See our newsletter for more information.  



GATHERING    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

 
******************************************************************* 
We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is in the back of the 
nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so before the service has 
begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your continued generosity and kindness.  



HYMN OF THE DAY  “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Healer of Our Every Ill” 

  



SENDING HYMN    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”- Refrain 

 
\  



A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION! 

Our long-time member, Ralph Martin, is turning 100 on June 25th!!! This amazing 

milestone which deserves celebration and thanks to God!. We would love to let 

Ralph know his church family is thinking of him by flooding his mailbox with 

birthday cards on his big day. Please send a card to: 

Ralph Martin, 650 Faith Ave., Orwigsburg, PA 17961. 

HOST A SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TABLE 

Our Summer Fellowship Table provides a time for members to connect with each 

other and enjoy light refreshments after the 9:30 a.m. service. Any church 

committee, family, group, or individual can host a Summer Fellowship Table.  A 

sign-up sheet is in the Gathering Room. 

PIANO FUND 

Our Steinway piano, located in the nave, is in need of maintenance and restoration 

work. The estimated cost for these repairs is $2,000, and the project is expected to 

take approximately 2–3 weeks to complete. We hope to have the work completed 

sometime this summer. 

Donations may be placed in the offering plate in an envelope marked “Piano Fund” 

or dropped off at the church office. Thank you for your continued support of the 

music ministry here at St. Paul’s!  

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our 

webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to 

know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. 

Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God. 

******************************************************************* 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON.  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


    Celebrating Our Graduates 

High School Graduates 

• Jayda Lynn Sassaman — Daughter of Jeffry & Amanda Ritschel and 
granddaughter of Jeff & Cindy Ritschel. Jayda graduated from North Penn High 
School. She plans to attend Kutztown University to major in Finance. 

• Lucy Werdt — Lucy graduated from Blue Mountain High School. She plans to 
attend West Chester University to major in Early Childhood Education. 

College Graduates 

• Abby Krewson — Abby graduated magna cum laude from DeSales University 
with a Bachelor of Science in Speech and Language Pathology. She was a 
member of NSSLHA (National Student Speech Hearing Association) and NSLS 
(National Society of Leadership and Success). She will continue her education at 
DeSales University in the graduate program for Speech and Language Pathology. 

• Logan Shoener — Logan graduated magna cum laude from Moravian 
University on May 9 with a Bachelor of Science in Public Health. He will continue 
his dual-degree program and complete his Bachelor of Science in Nursing in 
December 2026. 

• Madison Swick — Madison graduated cum laude from Western Michigan 
University on May 2 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theatre Performance 
and a minor in Dance. She is actively auditioning while working in Michigan for 
the summer and plans to move to New York City in August with two fellow WMU 
Musical Theatre alumni. 

Graduate School 

• Ethan Dewald — Ethan graduated from Florida Atlantic University with a 
Master’s Degree in Biological Sciences on December 12, 2025.  

• Grace Krewson — Grace will graduate in August from the Philadelphia College 
of Osteopathic Medicine with a Master’s Degree in Physician Assistant Studies. 
After graduation, she plans to move to Tampa and pursue a career in hospital 
medicine. 

Please join us for refreshments and fellowship as we celebrate our newest 
graduates in the Gathering Room following today’s service. 


