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PEACE BE WITH YOU!

Even though Easter Sunday has passed, we
continue to live in the joy and hope of the
resurrected Christ.

By his resurrection, our Lord Jesus Christ gives
his Church not only the promise of eternal life,
but also his peace here and now. This peace is
his gift, won for us through his suffering, death,
and resurrection.

Because of Christ, sin, death, and the devil no
longer have the final word. We are justified by
grace through faith and reconciled to God. Even
in a world marked by fear and suffering, we are
given a sure and lasting hope. The victory
already belongs to Christ.

This is the peace the early Christians trusted. It
did not remove their trials, but it gave them
courage to live in faith and face even death with
confidence. That same peace is given to us
today through God’s Word and Sacraments.

Freed from fear, we are sent to love and serve
our neighbors, bearing witness to the hope
within us. The peace of Christ holds us steady
in this life and prepares us for the life to come.

The peace of Christ be with you, now and
always.

Fastor Mike

Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to
you. | do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. John 14:27

ATTENTION GRADUATES!

Do you know a student who graduated late last
year or will graduate in May or June 20267 At
St. Paul’s, we give thanks for students at every
stage—from pre-K through post-graduate
studies—and celebrate these important
milestones with our families.

Please send the graduate’s name, school,
degree, and future plans to Jessica Swick
through our church Facebook page, by email at
jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org, or by text at
(936) 648-6809. You are also welcome to
include a photo. Kindly submit all information
by Friday, May 15.

Graduate Recognition Sunday will be held on
Sunday, June 8.

WE REMEMBER
AND GIVE THANKS!

We remember and give thanks to God for the
men and women who served in our nation’s
armed forces and gave their lives in time of war.
Their sacrifice reminds us of the cost of the
freedoms we often take for granted.

Memorial Day is Monday, May 25. Please
make a special effort to visit a local cemetery,
see the “stars and stripes” which honor the
fallen, and take time to bow your head in quiet
remembrance and prayer.
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ADULT FORUM

Exploring the PSALMS will continue through
May 31, however we will NOT meet on May 24
(Memorial Day weekend). The focus of our
final session will be the 23" Psalm.

Please contact Barbara Lafko at
bjlatko@yahoo.com or call 570-366-1208 or
the church office for additional information.

OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

Please welcome Burt and Cindy Werdt of
Orwigsburg to our community of faith. They
were received into membership by transfer at
the March Council meeting. May God bless
them, strengthen them in faith, and keep them in
his care.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

It’s hard to believe, but we only have ONE
more regularly scheduled Sunday School on
May 10! For students aged 7 through 12 we
study the Bible and do activities based on the
lectionary series from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
We will continue to learn the order and about
the books of the Bible. Children ages 1 through
6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a
snack, fun, and fellowship during the 10:30
a.m. worship service. Bring a friend, all are
welcome! Sunday School takes a break over the
summer and will return in September!

Thank you to all the children and their families
who came out to support the Easter Egg-
stravaganza! As always we had a great time!!
Thank you to all of my helpers - I couldn't do it
without you!! We sure do love having the
Easter Bunny hop on by for a visit.

Sarah Eger
570-394-3522 (cell)
swoodring86@hotmail.com

"The whole being of any Christian is faith and
love. Faith brings the person to God; love
brings the person to people.”

Quote attributed to Martin Luther

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

e Thanks to all members who participated in
creating a very meaningful, successful
Easter celebration at the church. Praise the
Lord!

¢ Bill and Becky Smoot have graciously
agreed to represent us at the upcoming
Synod Assembly along with Pastor Mike -
thank you.

FELLOWSHIP TABLES RETURN

The Summer Fellowship Table is coming back!
It will begin on Sunday, June 7, with Graduate
Recognition Sunday and continue through
August 23, concluding with the Blessing of the
Backpacks.

Individuals, families, and committees are
invited to sign up to host a Sunday table with
light refreshments following our 9:30 a.m.
summer worship service. A sign-up sheet is
available in the gathering room.

PUZZLE RACES

Calling all Puzzle Connoisseurs!! The Reidler
Hall Committee and the Orwigsburg Free
Library are teaming up to host Puzzle Races!!

What are Puzzle Races? Groups of 4 work as a
team to complete a five hundred piece puzzle
the fastest. Each team will get the same puzzle
to complete in a set amount of time. Winning
teams will get a prize.

Race day is Wednesday, June 24 from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. with doors opening at 5:30 p.m.

If you are interested, gather a group of 3 to 4
people and contact our library to reserve your
team's spot for the event. Only 8§ teams can
participate and there is a small fee to play. This
is a community event, so feel free to include
friends and family on your team.

Please contact Claudia at the Orwigsburg Free
Library, Sarah Eger or Deb Bolinsky with any
questions.
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SUPPORT OUR FIREFIGHTERS
WITH WATER FOR A CAUSE

Would you like to help the firefighters of the
Friendship Hose Company here in Orwigsburg?
WELCA is sponsoring a month-long collection
of bottled water for these hometown heroes.

From May 1 through May 31, water bottle
donations of any size or quantity are welcome.
Whether responding to emergencies, assisting
with accidents, or training to keep our
community safe, this simple gift will help

refresh and sustain our firefighters as they work.

Please place your donations in the narthex
beginning May 1. Thank you for caring for
those who faithfully care for our community.

OUR SUMMER WORSHIP
BEGINS MAY 31!

We will return to our summer worship schedule
on Sunday, May 31. Normally, our summer
schedule does not begin until the first Sunday in
June, but Memorial Day comes early this year.

During the summer we will worship at 9:30
a.m. rather than at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. Our
Saturday worship service will continue at 5:30
p.m. Please mark your calendars!

CRAFTERS’ GUILD

Our Spring Open house was well attended on
Palm Sunday weekend, and it will remain open
downstairs through Mother’s Day. We will be
adding some new craft items made especially
for Mom. Be sure to check out the table in the
gathering room for new items.

We will meet on May 20, at 12 noon to work on
a summer project for our homebound members.
We are always excited to welcome new
members into the group. Come join us for
crafting, fellowship, and fun!

MANY THANKS

This poem reminded me of Pastor Mike and all
of my friends and church family at St. Paul's.
Thank y'all so much for all the prayers, support
kind words, hugs, and everything you've done
for me since my dearest husband, Tom, passed
away to be with God in October of this last
year. Without God and all of you, his passing
would have been much harder to bear.
God Bless all of you.

Sincerely with love and hugs,

Gwen Wehr

A Priceless Gift
by Helen Steiner Rice

Friendship is a priceless gift
That can’t be bought or sold,
But its value is far greater
Than a mountain made of gold.

For gold 1s cold and lifeless,
It cannot see nor hear,
And in your times of trouble,
It is powerless to cheer.

It has no ears to listen,
No heart to understand.
It cannot bring you comfort
Or reach out a helping hand.

So when you ask God for a gift,
Be thankful that He sends,
Not diamonds, pearls, or riches,
But the love of a real, true friend.
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A MOTHER’S DAY THOUGHT!

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10. Let us give
thanks to God for all the good things that we
have received from our mothers -- and from
everyone who was like a good mother to us.



WELCA NEWS

On April 14, fourteen women attended the
meeting which began with an inspirational
presentation by the Rev. Dr. ShinAe Kim, pastor
of Salem Methodist Church. She shared her life
story about becoming a Christian and her call to
be a pastor.

The sign-up sheet for the Spring Cluster of
Schuylkill WELCA to be held at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church of Summer Hill on April 25
was completed. We have 13 women who plan to
attend.

During the month of May our group will
sponsor “Water For A Cause” to benefit the
Friendship Hose Co. We encourage all of St.
Paul’s congregation to help. Water bottles
should be placed in the narthex and will be
collected weekly.

Details and registration for the NEPA WELCA
annual convention to be held on June 13 at
Breinigsville, PA are posted on the WELCA
bulletin board.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, May 12 at 1:00
p.m. in Reidler Hall. Our guest speaker will be
Rev. Dr. Jan Remer-Osborn of Zion’s Red
Church. An In-gathering offering will be
received and has been designated for the
America 250 Orwigsburg celebration.

Plans are being made for a picnic in June.
Details will be in the bulletins and newsletter.

The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer.

HELP US STAY CONNECTED!

At St. Paul’s, we love sending cards to brighten
the day of those who are unable to join us for
worship. If you have updated contact
information or address changes—especially for
college students or members of our armed
forces—please call the church office at 570-
366-2316.

Thank you for helping us stay connected!

STiC NEWS

Dear friends of Saint Paul’s:

What a busy time! And the blessings have been
so treasured...all the folks who helped with
Earth Day, wow! Cindy (S) who rolled napkins
and folded shirts, Robin and Steve who hosted a
bird walk and theater evening, Jessica and Amy,
incredible PR and updates and forms for
donations, Dave Kruel and Pat McKinney, our
walk leaders, Barry and Rob, and Julia, our
greeters and film technicians...Bill and Becky
and crazy pencil sharpening...we had a woman
from town join us on Friday, and others from
Saint John’s on Saturday. The Thrivent grant
bought us the napkins, the bracelets, and the
cookies...and then many of you brought things
to share in the Gathering Room.

I wish we could have shown the movie The
Extraordinary Caterpillar to everyone.
Unbelievable creatures, some we rarely see,
being the most important type of animal in the
food chain between plants and higher
animals...and one nest of chickadees requiring
6,000-9,000 1n order to survive until adulthood.
It changes how we manage our gardens! So
their job is not being pests...it’s in keeping
birds alive and healthy.

Thank you to the Caterpillar Lab of New
Hampshire for amazing views and deeper
understandings!

Our walks will begin on May 8 at 9:00 a.m.
We’re going to try something new, so we’ll
meet on the lower parking lot and set out to
explore a bit of our own town, and see what
nature is offering. You never know if it will be a
bug walk, or a bird walk, or a flower or tree
walk. Wear good walking shoes and feel free to
bring cameras and binoculars. I’ll have along
my bag of magnifiers and we’ll see what we
find!

The next event will be in June, and we’ll post a
schedule as soon as possible!

En Cristo,
Sue Reier



A PATRIOTIC CELEBRATION!

Join us for our annual Community Patriotic
Concert on Sunday, May 24, at 7:00 p.m. This
event will feature our handbell choir, the
festival choir, and guest musicians. Together,
we will give thanks for God’s blessings and
remember those who gave their lives for our
freedom. A time of fellowship and refreshments
will follow. Although this concert is free,
donations will be accepted to support our
musical ministry.

Want to be part of the celebration? If you’d like
to sing with the Festival Choir, see Justin for
details.

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION

We will celebrate and welcome our newest
members on “New Members” Sunday, May 17,
2026. During the 10:30 a.m. worship service,
we will give thanks for their presence among us
and ask God’s blessing on their life in this
congregation and in the world.

On that day, we will also wear name tags to
help us get to know one another better.
Following the service, everyone is invited to a
reception with beverages and refreshments.
Please join us for this special time of welcome
and fellowship.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Thank you for your continued support of our
ministry and outreach. Every gift, large or

small, helps us meet our needs, share the love of
Christ, welcome new members, and serve our
community.

We know these are tough times. Many people
are living from one paycheck to the next, and
rising costs make it even harder. We understand
that not everyone can give more. But if you are
able, please consider increasing your support of
the church. Every gift strengthens our life
together, and we are grateful for your
generosity.
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God’s work. Our hands.

OUR GWOH PROJECT FOR 2026

We will once again collect donations for
Servants to All — My Father’s House,
headquartered in Pottsville, PA, as our annual
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” project. A donation
box will be available in the narthex from June 1
through July 31.

Servants to All is a faith-based organization
serving people in need across Schuylkill and
nearby counties. They provide emergency
shelter, outreach, case management, and
essential support at no cost, assisting veterans,
individuals with disabilities, families, older
adults, and youth.

Donations requested include:
Hygiene items: Travel-size shampoo,
soap, deodorant, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, feminine products, wet
wipes, disposable razors, lotion, and lip
balm.

Socks and undergarments (New only):
For men, women, and children.

Non-perishable snack items: Granola
bars, protein bars, peanut butter crackers,
and other individually wrapped snacks.

Monetary donations to Servants to
All: Please make your check payable to
St. Paul’s and write “GWOH 26” on the
memo line. Special envelopes will also
be available in the narthex.

Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors
in need. Please consider donating items or
making a financial gift between June 1 and July
31 and join us on Sunday, August 9 for “God’s
Work. Our Hands.” Sunday.

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who

are members of my family, you did it to me.
Matthew 25:40




MAY BIRTHDAYS

Nathaniel Dixon
Matthew Auteri, Phil Olmes, Cynthia Werdt
Scott Rarick, Steve Zimmerman
Kate Harkins
Troy Moyer
Connor Zimmerman, Kathy Keck
Michele Lyter, Christopher Mosher
10 Alexandria Spitler, B. J. Folk, Greg Sklar
11 Terri Keyworth
12 Nancy Kaiser, Cheryl Dukmen
14 Connor Spatz, Jason Swick
15 Dan Correll
16 Dan Aregood, Gabrielle Eger
18 Meredith Krewson, Jeffery Rarick,
Charles Stramara, Pat Davis
19 Brayden Shappell
20 Stacey Goessel
22 Krista Stump
24 Eric Hosler, Rosalie Wingle, Ray Seidel
25 Sue Reier, Mark Travor
26 Jared Kane, Richard Dancheck
27 Lola Rymarkiewicz, Laura Post
29 Gloria Dierwechter, Gwen Wehr,
Reese Steely
30 Jesse Scheipe
31 Ed Keyworth, Bobby Schuld, Josh Miller
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MAY ANNIVERSARIES

3 John & Linda Pontician

6 Rick & Karen Shoener

15 Amber & Jason Eisenacher
16 Phil & Priscilla Olmes

22 William & Carol Heydt

23 Dale & Janet Keener

30 Eric & Sarah Eger
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Our annual church picnic will be held in
Reidler Hall following the 10:30 a.m.
service on Sunday, September 20. Please
mark your calendars!

MAY FLOWERS

MAY 3

Altar: In honor of Alexandria Spitler’s 30™
birthday by Scott and Tina Butler.

Chancel: In loving memory of Edgar and Edith
Kriner by their family.

Altar and Chancel flowers for May 10, 17, 24,
and 31, are open and available to be sponsored
as of the writing of this newsletter.
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MAY BULLETINS

Bulletins for the month of May are open and
available to be sponsored as of the writing of

this newsletter.
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U.S. SEVERE STORMS

Severe weather has affected communities in
parts of the United States this spring, damage
that will require significant cleanup. Lutheran
Disaster Response is present in moments like
these not only at the outset of an emergency, but
in the months and years that follow.

If you would like to give a donation to Lutheran
Disaster Response to provide for immediate
needs and recovery, please send your donation
to our congregation. Make sure to indicate that
it is for "LDR — U.S. Severe Storms." Gifts will
be restricted to and used in full (100%) for
those affected by disasters across the country.

“STAMP OUT HUNGER”
FOOD DRIVE

The National Association of Letter Carriers will
hold its annual “Stamp Out Hunger” food drive
on Saturday, May 9. All donations collected in
our area will benefit the Orwigsburg Area Food
Pantry.

To participate, simply place non-perishable
food items in a bag at your mailbox on
Saturday, May 9. Your letter carrier will collect
your donation and deliver it to food pantry.

Thank you for caring for those in need in our
community.



MAY 2026

SERVICE SCHEDULE
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SUNDAY MAY 3 MAY 10 MAY 17 MAY 24

8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM
GREETER Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding
USHER Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike
LECTOR/
COMMUNION
ASSISTANT Ruth Ann Withers  Kay Weidensaul = Grayson Dewald Elizabeth Dewald

10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM
GREETER Sarah Eger Evan Davis Bill Smoot Chris Long
USHER Becky Smoot Wayne Lutsey David Kriner Carl Heintzelman
LECTOR Robin Zimmerman  Sue Reier Pat Kunkle Chris Long
COMMUNION
ASSISTANT Bill Smoot Jeff Ritschel Evan Davis Doug Travor
ALTAR GUILD  Glenda Bright Glenda Bright Tina Butler Tina Butler

Diane Brobst Diane Brobst Chris Long Chris Long
COUNTERS Gwen Wehr Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter

Glenda Bright Diane Brobst Gloria Dierwechter Barb Sterner

Pat Davis Joanne Emerich
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SUNDAY, MAY 31 (SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE STARTS!)
9:30 AM

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHER: Becky Smoot, LECTOR: Bill Smoot
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Becky Smoot
ALTAR GUILD: Joyce O’Rourke and Becky Smoot

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwliutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 A.M. to 12 NOON.
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MAY 2026

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2
5:30 p.m. Worship
w/Holy
Communion

3
3 EASTER

8 & 10:30 am.
Worship

9:15 am.
Adult Forum

4
6:30 p.m.
Worship & Music
6:30 p.m.
Property

5
CINCO DE MAYO
6 p.m.

Service Ministry
6:30 p.m.
Evangelism

6
6 p.m. Bell Choir

7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

9
“Stamp Out
Hunger” Drive

5:30 p.m. Worship

10
4 EASTER &
MOTHER’S DAY

8 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship

9:15 am.
Adult Forum &
Youth Sunday
School

10:30 a.m.
Sunday School

11
7 p.m. Council

12
1 p.m. WELCA at
Reidler Hall

13
6 p.m. Bell Choir

7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

14
ASCENSION OF
OUR LORD

15

Volunteers needed
to fill boxes at the
Food Pantry 6 p.m.

16

Volunteers needed
distribute boxes at
St. John UCC
8:45 am.

5:30 p.m. Worship

17

5 EASTER
& NEW
MEMBERS’
SUNDAY

8 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship

9:15 a.m.

Adult Forum
Refreshments to
follow 10:30 a.m.
service

18

19

20
12 Noon Crafter’s
Guild

6 p.m. Bell Choir

7 p.m.
Chancel Choir

21

22

23
5:30 p.m. Worship

24
DAY OF
PENTECOST

8 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship

9:15 am.

Adult Forum

7 p.m.

Patriotic Concert

25
MEMORIAL
DAY
HOLIDAY
=
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26

27

28

29

30
5:30 p.m. Worship

31
THE HOLY
TRINITY

Summer Worship
Schedule Begins

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m.

“Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth.”

Quote from Karl Barth, theologian, born on May 10, 1886.




GERANIUM ORDER SHEET

We will decorate the church with red geraniums on the Pentecost Sunday, May 24.
The deadline to place an order for potted geraniums is Sunday, May 17 and the cost
of each pot is $4.00. Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.

Place your order and payment in the basket on the table under the bulletin board in
the gathering room. Envelopes are available for your use.

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION.

Name: Contact Number

If you wish to dedicate your flowers, please fill out the information below:

In honor of:

In memory of:

DON’T FORGET TO SAVE YOUR FLOWERPOT COVERS!

Please check this box if you wish to donate the flowers to the church and not take them home.

Total # of Geraniums: Total amount enclosed: $
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UP-COMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Sunday, May 10 - Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 24 - Memorial Day Weekend - Patriotic Concert at 7 p.m.
Monday, May 25 - Memorial Day Holiday

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ST. PAUL’'S?

Check out our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org or find us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg. Read our monthly newsletter. Or call our
church office at 570-366-2316 Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. o 12 Noon.




