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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN   Holy, Holy, Holy                                          (#413) 

[See back of bulletin]  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-

One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this 

faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you 

live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM GENESIS 

 26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 

likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of 

the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  

 27So God created humankind in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them.  



28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I 

have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and 

every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast 

of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, 

everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And 

it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on 

the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 

seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day 

and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation.           (Genesis 1:26-2:3) 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 8 (Read responsively) 

O LORD our Lord, 

how exalted is your name in all the world! 

Out of the mouths of infants and children 

your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, 

to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

what is man that you should be mindful of him, 

the son of man that you should seek him out? 

You have made him but little lower than the angels; 

you adorn him with glory and honor; 

you give him mastery over the works of your hands; 

you put all things under his feet: 

all sheep and oxen, 

even the wild beasts of the field, 

the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 

and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

O LORD our Lord, 

how exalted is your name in all the world!  



A READING FROM SECOND CORINTHIANS 

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to 

my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 

will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

 13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with all of you.          (2 Corinthians 13:11-13) 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And 

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.”          (Matthew 28:16-20) 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to You, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Thou Almighty King                                 (#408) 

[See back of bulletin]  



NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church and the needs of the 

world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, your majesty is beyond our knowing, yet you draw near in mercy. Make 

your church a new creation that reflects your love and proclaims your saving 

presence. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Creator God, your handiwork fills the heavens and the earth. Guard waters, fields, 

forests, and all creatures, that creation may continue to praise you. God of grace, 

hear our prayer 



Redeeming Christ, you call us to pray for those in authority. Give our leaders 

wisdom and courage to seek peace, uphold justice, and serve the common good. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Spirit of life, you sustain your people in every need. Bring healing to the sick, food 

to the hungry, and protection to the vulnerable. We especially pray for everyone on 

our prayer list. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Gracious Father, bless the children of our congregation and our community. Provide 

for their needs, strengthen their caregivers, and nurture them in faith and hope. God 

of grace, hear our prayer. 

Eternal God, we remember with thanks those who have lived in faith and died in 

Christ. Keep us steadfast in faith until we join them in your everlasting light. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our 

spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

  



OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Eternal God, you make a great banquet out the simple things which we have 

brought to this celebration. Feed us again at this table of peace and mercy, that we 

might go forth to serve our neighbors in the power of your abiding Spirit. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

— one God in three persons, equal in glory, undivided in majesty, of one being and 

one eternal will. 

You are the Father, the source of all life; the Son, who for us and for our salvation 

became incarnate; and the Holy Spirit, who gives faith and renews creation. Yet you 

do not act apart from one another, for all your works flow from your one divine 

love, and in every saving act you are perfectly undivided. 

In wonder and praise we adore you, O Holy Trinity, whose glory fills all things, one 

God, now and forever. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

   

     



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O holy and triune God,  

 You who are Three in One and One in Three,  

 we lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving. 

You have created, redeemed, and sanctified us,  

 ever drawing us into the mystery of your love.  

As we gather at your table, we rejoice in your presence  

 and glorify your name with the Church of every time and place. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come into the life of the Holy Trinity, where God’s love is poured out for you.  

Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.  



If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

COMMUNION HYMN   Come, Join the Dance of Trinity                            (#412) 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom 

you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING  

May the holy and undivided Trinity—the one in three ☩and the three in one —

guide you in truth, strengthen you in wisdom, and give you peace. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN         “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”                        (#414) 

[See back of bulletin]  



THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in loving memory of Tom Wehr by Gwen Wehr and 

Family. 

*******************************************************************  

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Today we rejoice in the mystery of the Holy 

Trinity—one God in three persons, made known to us in grace and love. Scripture 

greets us with the blessing we speak in worship: the grace of Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. And Jesus sends us to baptize in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Today we celebrate not 

an idea but the God who creates, redeems, and sustains—but one living God acting 

with one holy love. In Word and Sacrament, and in the faith of the Church we 

confess, we are drawn into God’s life and sent to share that life with the world. 

******************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, May 31  THE HOLY TRINITY 

 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Monday, June 1 6:30 PM Property 

Saturday, June 6 5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion 

Sunday, June 7  GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  Refreshments following the service 

******************************************************************* 

PIANO FUND 

Our Steinway piano, located in the nave, is in need of maintenance and restoration 

work. The estimated cost for these repairs is $2,000, and the project is expected to 

take approximately 2–3 weeks to complete. We hope to have the work completed 

sometime this summer. 

Donations may be placed in the offering plate in an envelope marked “Piano Fund” 

or dropped off at the church office. 

Thank you for your continued support of the music ministry here at St. Paul’s!  

******************************************************************* 



SERVING TODAY (5/31/26) 

9:30 AM 

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHER: Becky Smoot; LECTOR: Bill Smoot 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Becky Smoot 

ALTAR GUILD: Joyce O’Rourke and Becky Smoot 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (6/7/26) 

9:30 AM 

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Joyce O’Rourke; LECTOR: Gwen Wehr 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Tina Butler 

ALTAR GUILD: Joyce O’Rourke and Becky Smoot 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst 

******************************************************************* 

HOST A SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TABLE 

Our Summer Fellowship Table provides a time for members to connect with each 

other and enjoy light refreshments after the 9:30 a.m. service. Any church 

committee, family, group, or individual can host a Summer Fellowship Table.  A 

sign-up sheet is in the Gathering Room. 

A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION! 

Our long-time member, Ralph Martin, is turning 100 on June 25th!!! This amazing 

milestone which deserves celebration and thanks to God!. We would love to let 

Ralph know his church family is thinking of him by flooding his mailbox with 

birthday cards on his big day. Please send a card to: 

Ralph Martin, 650 Faith Ave., Orwigsburg, PA 17961. 

CEMETERY FUND 

Your donations to our Cemetery Fund help to cover our mowing and essential 

maintenance. To contribute, simply mark “Cemetery Fund” on the memo line of 

your check or use a “Cemetery Fund” envelope located in our narthex. 

PROGRESSIVE PICNIC 

Our Evangelism Committee is planning a progressive picnic for Saturday, August 

15 at 6 p.m. Two or more volunteers are needed to host the picnic.  

If you are interested in being a host or need more information, please contact our 

church office or any member of the Evangelism Committee.  



GATHERING HYMN   Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
 

 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY     “Come, Thou Almighty King” 

 

 
A MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT! 

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to those who can't join us for 

worship. We regularly need updated information for military members and college 

students who are away from home. If you have new information or address changes, 

please contact any Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-

366-2316. Thank you for helping us stay connected! 

******************************************************************* 
We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is in the 
back of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so 
before the service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your continued 
generosity and kindness.  



COMMUNION HYMN  “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” 

 

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our 

webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to 

know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. 

Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God. 

******************************************************************* 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


SENDING HYMN      “Holy God We Praise Your Name” 

 

 

 

 

“OUR GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” PROJECT BEGINS 

We will once again collect donations for Servants to All – My Father’s House, in 

Pottsville, PA, as our annual GWOH project. A donation box will be provided in 

the narthex from June 1 through July 31. See our newsletter for more information. 


