Seventh Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 17, 2026

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Drawn by our joy in the Risen Lord, we gather in the name of the Father, and of the

-+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

As St. Paul writes: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if
we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5)

Let us confess our sins.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
Almighty God,

we cannot free ourselves from our desire to sin

and we cannot keep sin out of every part of our lives.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Cleanse us from our sins. Give us new hearts and minds.
And raise us to new and abundant life. Amen.

Know that your sins are forgiven and that you have the promise of eternal life
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “You Servants of God” (#825)
[See back of bulletin]


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other, that all the world may be drawn into your
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM ACTS

SWhen [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. *But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
"When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. (Acts 1:6-9)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 68:1-4, 7-10, 32-35 (Read responsively)
"Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered:;
let those who hate him flee before him.
2Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away;
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.
1Sing to God, sing praises to his name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens;
LORD is his name, rejoice before him!
’0 God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
Sthe earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
’You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance;
you refreshed the land when it was weary.
Y our people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.
3He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens;
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.
34 Ascribe power to God;
his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies.
3SHow wonderful is God in his holy places,
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God!

A READING FROM FIRST PETER
2Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. “If you are reviled
for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the
Spirit of God, is resting on you.

>*Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may
exalt you in due time. "Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.
8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. “Resist [the devil], steadfast in your faith, for you
know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds
of suffering. 1°And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace,
who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support,
strengthen, and establish you. (1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-8a, 9-10)
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The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.

After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,
2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom
you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. %I glorified you on earth by finishing
the work that you gave me to do. >°So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence
with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

6« have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you; 3for the words that you
gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. !°All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and
I have been glorified in them. ' And now I am no longer in the world, but they are
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” (John 17:1-11)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
ANNOUNCEMENTS



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (#655)
[See back of bulletin]

WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS (10:30 AM)

Sisters and brothers in Christ, today is a special day for our congregation. In today’s
Gospel, we heard Jesus pray, “Holy Father, keep them in your name,” and so we
rejoice that it 1s Christ Himself who gathers his Church and holds us together in
faith. This morning, we welcome eleven (11) new members whom the Holy Spirit
has called into our community of faith. Please stand as your name spoken: Steve &
Kathy Keck, Eric Fix, Stephanie Harding, Cody, Paige, & Colton Forke, Burt &
Cindy Werdt, and Chuck & Laverne Seaman.

PRAYER FOR OUR NEW MEMBERS (10:30 AM)

Holy Father, continue to keep these newest members of our congregation in your
name. You have called them by the Gospel, enlightened them with your gifts, and
gathered them into the fellowship of your Son. Guard them in the truth of your
Word, strengthen them in faith, sustain them in hope, and surround them with the
love of Christ’s Church. Make us one, even as you are one, and keep us all in your
grace until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

NICENE CREED (Read in Unison)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that 1s, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the healing and redemptive power of Christ’s resurrection, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence...

Almighty God, your people sing your praise throughout the church. By your Spirit,
inspire pastors, deacons, musicians, and all the baptized in proclaiming Christ with
joy and faithfulness. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills all creation. Give favorable weather, nurture plants and
animals, and lead us to care faithfully for all you have made and entrusted to us.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You work for justice through leaders, communities, and the hands of ordinary
people. Guide all who hold authority, and inspire each of us to seek peace, equity,
and the good of our neighbor. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Y our compassion is shown in care and healing. Comfort the anxious, protect the
vulnerable, and bring healing to the sick, ill, or injured. We especially pray for
everyone on our prayer list. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You gather us in your love. We thank you for the newest members of this
congregation and for the gifts they bring to our shared life. Strengthen them in faith
and bless the relationships that will grow among us. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Strengthen us by the witness of
your saints, past and present, so that we may trust your promises more deeply and
live each day in steadfast hope. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our
prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

A. Williams

OFFERTORY (8:00 AM)
ANTHEM (10:30 AM) "Only Jesus"
OFFERTORY HYMN  “At the Lamb’s High Feast”
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O Risen One, you have gathered us together around your table of grace along with
the simple gifts we bring. Come among us and breathe life into us and this meal that

we share, that we may be your risen body here in the world. Amen.

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he
is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death
has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us

through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.




THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.
When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ.

Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread,
as once you revealed yourself to your disciples.
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INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the

lectern side.



COMMUNION HYMN “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus” (#392)
[See back of bulletin]

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word and opened us to your presence.
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May God the Father who raised Christ from the dead, open to you the gate of
everlasting life. May God the Son who burst forth from the grave, give you joy as
you celebrate his resurrection. May God the Holy Spirit who brought to you new
life in baptism, build up your faith and grant you peace. And may our Triune God,

the Father, the & Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (#855)
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL

Christ is risen, just as he said. Go now in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: In these days between Ascension and
Pentecost, we gather with the disciples, waiting for the Spirit to renew the church.
In today’s gospel, Jesus prays for his followers and their mission. Amid the world’s
divisions, the risen Son draws us into the unity he shares with the Father. Gathered
into one through Word and Sacrament, we are sent into the world to bear witness,
trusting the unity God is bringing for the fulfillment of all.
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Today is the last day to order geraniums to be displayed on Pentecost
Sunday, May 24. There is an order form in the back of the bulletin.



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, May 17 NEW MEMBERS’ SUNDAY
8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion
Refreshments following 10:30 service
in Reidler Hall

Wednesday, May 20 12 NOON Crafters’ Guild
6:00 PM Bell Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

Saturday, May 23 5:30 PM Worship
Sunday, May 24 DAY OF PENTECOST AND
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion

7:00 PM Patriotic Concert
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY (5/17/26)
8:00 AM
GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Grayson Dewald

10:30 AM

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHER: David Kriner; LECTOR: Chris Long
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Evan Davis

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (5/24/26)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Elizabeth Dewald

10:30 AM

GREETER: Chris Long; USHER: Carl Heintzelman; LECTOR: Pat Kunkle
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Doug Travor

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Joanne Emerich



WE CELEBRATE OUR GRADUATES!

Do you know a student in our congregation or community who graduated late last
year or will graduate in May or June 20267 Please send the graduate’s name,
school, degree, and future plans to Jessica Swick through our Facebook page, by
email at jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org, or by text at (936) 648-6809, as soon as
possible. You are also welcome to include a photo to share. Graduate Recognition
Sunday will be held on Sunday, June 8.

A PATRIOTIC CELEBRATION!

Join us for our annual Community Patriotic Concert NEXT Sunday, May 24, at
7:00 p.m. This event will feature our handbell choir, the festival choir, and guest
musicians. Together, we will give thanks for God’s blessings and remember those
who gave their lives for our freedom. A time of fellowship and refreshments will
follow. Please ask a friend or neighbor to join you for this special event!

WATER FOR A CAUSE

Would you like to help the firefighters of the Friendship Hose Company here in
Orwigsburg? WELCA is sponsoring a collection of bottled water for these
hometown heroes. Water bottle donations of any size or quantity are welcome
through May 31. This simple gift will help refresh and sustain our firefighters as
they work. Please place your donations in the narthex. Thank you for caring for
those who faithfully care for our community.

FLOWER AND BULLETIN DEDICATION BINDER

The green binder in the gathering room has a new look. Beginning in June, each
Sunday will have its own page with spaces to sign up for altar flowers, chancel
flowers, and bulletin dedications. Please note that chancel flowers may be
sponsored only after altar flowers for that Sunday are filled. A new checkbox also
allows you to donate your flowers; if selected, they will be shared with someone
who will give thanks for your kindness.

SUMMER WORSHIP BEGINS!

We will return to our summer worship schedule on Sunday, May 31. Normally, our
summer schedule does not begin until the first Sunday in June, but Memorial Day
comes early this year. During the summer we will worship at 9:30 a.m. rather than
at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. Our Saturday worship service will continue at 5:30 p.m.
Please mark your calendars!



GATHERING HYMN “You Servants of God”
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NEW MEMBER RECEPTION

We will celebrate and welcome our newest members TODAY, “New Members™
Sunday. During the 10:30 a.m. worship service, we will give thanks for their

presence among us and ask God’s blessing on their life in this congregation and in
the world.

We will also wear name tags to help us get to know one another better. Following
the service, everyone is invited to a reception with beverages and refreshments in
Reidler Hall. Please join us for this special time of welcome and fellowship.



HYMN OF THE DAY  “Son of God, Eternal Savior”
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2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ,and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us hal-lows all our hu - man race,
Free -ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
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Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
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quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - 1 - tion: here on earth your will be done.

. o * o P
SEETERI

-
sk ke sk sk sfe s sk s st sk sk sk sk s sk s st sk sk sk sk s sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk s s sk sk sk sk sk sk sfe s s s st sk sk sk sk sk s s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk koo

<t

L
L 1
N

o

We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is in the
back of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so
before the service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your continued
generosity and kindness.



COMMUNION HYMN

“Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”
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4 Al-1le - lu - ia! King e - ter - na, Lord om - nip - o -
5 Al -le - lu - 1ia! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
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his the throne; Al -le - lu - i1a! his the  tri - umph, his the
SOT - TOW NOW; Al -le - Tu - i1a! he 1s near us; faith be -
food, our stay; Al -le - lu - ia! here the sin - ful flee to
tent we own; Al -le - lu - ia! born of Mar-y earth your
his the throne; Al -1le - lu - ia! his the tri - umph, his the
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vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
lieves, nor ques - tions how. Though the cloud from sight re -
you from day to day. In - ter - ces - sor, friend of
foot - stool,  heav’n your throne. As  with - in the  wveil you
vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
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Zi - on thun - der like a might - y flood: “Je sus
ceived him when the for - ty days were O’er, shall  our
sin - ners, earth’s re - deem - er, hear our plea where the
en - tered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, here on
Zi - on thun - der like a might - y flood: “Je sus
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out of ev -’ry na - tion has r1e - deemed us by his blood”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er - more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
earth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
out of ev -’ry na - tion has r1e - deemed us by his blood”
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SENDING HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
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I Crown him with man -y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown hlm the wvir - gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who  tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of time,
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hark, how the heav’'n-ly  an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim-son  tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;

rich wounds,yet vis -1 - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied
and rose vic - to-rious in the strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the 7roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab-1ly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for  thee,
fruit  of  the mys - tic rose, yet of that rose the  stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who died and rose on  high,

All hail, Re-deem -er, hail! For thou hast died for me;

N

J O | | 1 |
7 1l } [ ] | 1

3!. o ql l I I ! | I ! I |[

ﬁ,, e e %3
and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whencemer-cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at  mys-ter -ies so bright.
who died, e - ter-nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.

s fr

] I
1 [

o)

P
X

!

\
E

>
e
“OUR GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” PROJECT BEGINS

We will once again collect donations for Servants to All — My Father’s House, in
Pottsville, PA, as our annual GWOH project. A donation box will be provided in
the narthex from June 1 through July 31. See our newsletter for more information.



GERANIUM ORDER SHEET

We will decorate the church with red geraniums on the Pentecost Sunday, May 24.
The deadline to place an order for potted geraniums is Sunday, May 17 and the cost
of each pot is $4.00. Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.

Place your order and payment in the basket on the table under the bulletin board in
the gathering room. Envelopes are available for your use.

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION.

Name: Contact Number

If you wish to dedicate your flowers, please fill out the information below:

In honor of:

In memory of:

DON’T FORGET TO SAVE YOUR FLOWERPOT COVERS!

Please check this box if you wish to donate the flowers to the church and not take them home.

Total # of Geraniums: Total amount enclosed: $




