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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                    "All Creatures of Our God and King"                    L. Larson 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Drawn by our joy in the Risen Lord, we gather in the name of the Father, and of the 

☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As St. Paul writes: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried 

with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if 

we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his.      (Romans 6:3-5) 

Let us confess our sins. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 

Almighty God,  

we cannot free ourselves from our desire to sin 

 and we cannot keep sin out of every part of our lives.  

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Cleanse us from our sins. Give us new hearts and minds.  

And raise us to new and abundant life. Amen. 

Know that your sins are forgiven and that you have the promise of eternal life 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                 (#367) 

[See back of bulletin]  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 

grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share 

his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM ACTS  
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 

opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered 

their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 

coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he 

prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a 

loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 

died.                   Acts 7:55-60) 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  



PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16 (Read responsively) 
1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 

deliver me in your righteousness. 
2Incline your ear to me; 

make haste to deliver me. 
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,  

for you are my crag and my stronghold; 

for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 

for you are my tower of strength. 
5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 

for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 
15My times are in your hand; 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  

and from those who persecute me. 
16Make your face to shine upon your servant, 

and in your loving-kindness save me.” 

A READING FROM FIRST PETER  
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 

into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 

in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, 

to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 

in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 

 10Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy.      (1 Peter 2:2-6, 9-10) 

The Word of the Lord.            Thanks be to God. 

  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.    Glory to you, O Lord.  

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 

believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where 

I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am 

going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 

can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 

me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me 

does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 

you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 

you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 

greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you 

ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you 

ask me for anything, I will do it.”        (John 14:1-14) 

The Gospel of the Lord.          Praise to you, O Christ.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “You Are the Way”                                         (#758) 

[See back of bulletin] 

NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the healing and redemptive power of Christ’s resurrection, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence… 

God of glory, you have built your Church on Christ its cornerstone. Strengthen 

pastors, deacons, bishops, and all lay leaders to proclaim your forgiveness and 

steadfast love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.  



God of majesty, you have created all things—plants and animals, skies and seas, 

mountains and valleys. Sustain your creation and protect it from pollution and 

disaster. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of justice, you desire that governments and service agencies work for peace 

and the common good. Guide all in authority to act with compassion and raise up 

advocates for those in need. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of compassion, you comfort those who suffer, console those who grieve, and 

provide for all in need. We especially pray for everyone on our prayer list and all 

who live amid violence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of community, you gather us as your people to live in faith, support one 

another, and witness to your love. Be present with those unable to be with us today. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of eternal life, you prepare a place for your people and promise that nothing 

can separate us from you. We thank you for all the faithful departed who lived and 

died in your grace. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our 

prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen 

Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8:00 AM)               "Easter Hymn"                                     D. Schelat 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)         "Go Ye Into All the World"                            E. Butler 

[Additional copies of "Go Ye Into All the World" were purchased in memory 

of our four beloved basses:  Ed Kriner, Duke Schenck, Dick Teets, and Bob 

Wolfe by daughter Kathie Kriner Frantz, wife Sue Schenck, daughter Cindy 

Teets Ritschel, and daughter Wendy Wolfe Schuld and family. (2018)] 

  



OFFERTORY HYMN “At the Lamb’s High Feast” 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

O Risen One, you have gathered us together around your table of grace along with 

the simple gifts we bring. Come among us and breathe life into us and this meal that 

we share, that we may be your risen body here in the world. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But 

chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he 

is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death 

has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 

Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 

sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  



SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,  

 that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.  

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us  

 through Jesus Christ.  

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  

 as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.  

When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ.  

Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread,  

as once you revealed yourself to your disciples. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor. 

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side.  



COMMUNION HYMN  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”                     (#645) 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Life-giving God, you have fed us at your table and opened us to your presence. 

Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING  

May God the Father who raised Christ from the dead, open to you the gate of 

everlasting life. May God the Son who burst forth from the grave, give you joy as 

you celebrate his resurrection. May God the Holy Spirit who brought to you new 

life in baptism, build up your faith and grant you peace. And may our Triune God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN      “Sing with All the Saints in Glory”  

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. Go now in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE                                "Recessional in C"                             D. E. Wagner 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in honor of Alexandria Spitler’s 30th birthday by Scott 

and Tina Butler. 

Chancel flowers are presented in loving memory of Edgar and Edith Kriner by 

their family. 

******************************************************************* 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that 

he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism 

commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are 

a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In 

words and deeds, we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, May 3 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion  

Monday, May 4 6:30 PM Worship and Music 

 6:30 PM Property 

Tuesday, May 5 6:00 PM Service Ministry 

 6:30 PM Evangelism 

Wednesday, May 6 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Saturday, May 9  “Stamp Out Hunger” Drive 

 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, May 10  Mother’s Day & Second Sunday 

 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum & Youth Sunday School 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  Children’s Sunday School 

******************************************************************* 

WATER FOR A CAUSE 

Would you like to help the firefighters of the Friendship Hose Company here in 

Orwigsburg? WELCA is sponsoring a month-long collection of bottled water for 

these hometown heroes. From May 1 through May 31, water bottle donations of any 

size or quantity are welcome. Whether responding to emergencies, assisting with 

accidents, or training to keep our community safe, this simple gift will help refresh 

and sustain our firefighters as they work. Please place your donations in the narthex 

beginning May 1. Thank you for caring for those who faithfully care for our 

community. 

STiC WALK 

On Friday, May 8, STiC will host a nature walk around town starting at 9 am at our 

back parking lot. Inspired by the Extraordinary Caterpillar film, we might be able to 

find some reclusive wonders!!! Good walking shoes, and weather comfortable 

attire. Looking forward to seeing you! 

******************************************************************* 

The Orwigsburg Food Pantry is currently in need of peanut butter and 
cereal. Any donations would be greatly appreciated.  



******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (5/3/26) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Sarah Eger; USHER: Becky Smoot 

LECTOR: Robin Zimmerman; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Bill Smoot 

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Diane Brobst 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (5/10/26) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Evan Davis; USHER: Wayne Lutsey; LECTOR: Sue Reier 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Jeff Ritschel 

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Diane Brobst 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst 

******************************************************************* 

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our 

webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to 

know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. 

Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God. 

PLEASE FILL OUT A COMMUNION CARD 

All members who receive the Sacrament today are encouraged to fill out a 

communion card and drop it in the offering plate. Members should confirm that 

they have received the Sacrament at least once during each calendar year. Guests 

may also choose to do so. 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS 

A collection of Mother’s Day items is on display and available for purchase in the 

gathering room. Other Spring creations are in the basement and will remain 

available through Mother’s Day. Stop by to see our “creativity in bloom.”  



GATHERING HYMN  “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

 

WELCA MEETING 

The Women of the ELCA will meet on Tuesday, May 12 at 1:00 p.m. in Reidler 

Hall. Our guest speaker will be Rev. Dr. Jan Remer-Osborn of Zion’s Red Church. 

An In-gathering offering will be received and has been designated for the America 

250 Orwigsburg celebration. All women of the congregation are invited to attend! 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY                  “You Are the Way” 

 

 
“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our final Second Sunday School class will be next Sunday, May 10. Children ages 

1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and 

fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12 

are invited to join us for Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

School will take a break for the summer months and resume in September. 

WE CELEBRATE OUR GRADUATES! 

Do you know a student from our congregation who graduated late last year or will 

graduate in May or June 2026? Please send the graduate’s name, school, degree, 

and future plans to Jessica Swick through our Facebook page, by email at 

jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org, or text at (936) 648-6809. You are also welcome 

to include a photo to share. Kindly provide this information by Friday, May 15. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday will be held on Sunday, June 8.  

“STAMP OUT HUNGER” FOOD DRIVE 

Join us in caring for our neighbors through the “Stamp Out Hunger” food drive on 

Saturday, May 9. Simply place non-perishable items by your mailbox, and your 

letter carrier will deliver them to the Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry. Thank you for 

sharing Christ’s love with those in need.  



COMMUNION HYMN “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 

 

  



SENDING HYMN  “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” 

 

 

 

 

  



 

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION 

We will celebrate and welcome our newest members on “New Members” Sunday, 

May 17, 2026. During the 10:30 a.m. worship service, we will give thanks for their 

presence among us and ask God’s blessing on their life in this congregation and in 

the world. 

On that day, we will also wear name tags to help us get to know one another better. 

Following the service, everyone is invited to a reception with beverages and 

refreshments. Please join us for this special time of welcome and fellowship. 

******************************************************************* 
OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 A.M. to 12 NOON. 

******************************************************************* 

Please pray for peace in the Middle East -- and throughout the world! 
 

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

