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HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

On Maundy Thursday, April 2, we will gather 

at 7:00 p.m. to remember Jesus’ command to 

love one another and the events of the Last 

Supper. This service includes Holy Communion 

and the solemn stripping of the altar. 

On Good Friday, April 3, we will hold a 

Tenebrae (meaning “darkness” or “shadows”) 

service at 7:00 p.m. Through our readings and 

hymns we recall the sorrow felt by Jesus’ 

followers at his betrayal, trial, and crucifixion. 

The service concludes in darkness and silence, 

symbolizing our Lord’s burial. 

Those who would like to prayerfully meditate 

and reflect on the events of Holy Week are 

invited to gather in our nave beginning at 5:30 

p.m. on Holy Saturday, April 4. There is no 

scheduled worship on this date.  

Finally, we will celebrate the Resurrection of 

Our Lord on Easter Sunday, April 5, at 8:00 and 

10:30 a.m. With loud joyful music, alleluias and 

the sharing of Holy Communion, we proclaim 

the good news: CHRIST IS RISEN. HE IS 

RISEN INDEED. 

Join us for these special worship services and 

invite your friends and neighbors as well! 

A PASTORAL MESSAGE 

As we begin the month of April, we stand at the 

very heart of our Lenten journey. I encourage 

you to join us for our Holy Week services—

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday—and to 

take time for quiet reflection on Holy Saturday. 

Then, with the church here and throughout the 

world, come and rejoice with us in the good 

news of Easter morning. 

The worship of Holy Week draws us into the 

saving work of Christ. These services prepare 

our hearts for the Easter “Alleluias” by placing 

us within the story of our Lord’s Passion. 

Though Scripture does not name us directly, we 

are very much part of this story: Jesus suffered 

and died not for his own sins, but for ours. And 

he rose again so that we might share in his 

abundant life now and experience it perfectly 

and completely in the world to come. 

The journey from the table in the upper room, to 

the bloodied cross, to the dark and empty tomb, 

and to the miracle which follows is Christ’s 

story for our sake—and through God’s gift of 

grace, it becomes our story as well. 

My prayer is that you and your family will be 

strengthened and renewed as together we walk 

with our Lord through pain and death toward 

the brightness of resurrection life and eternal 

joy.  

May God bless you abundantly!  

Happy Easter! 

Pastor Mike, Sue, and Mikey  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


THANK YOU! 

The Evangelism Committee would like to 

extend a big “Thank You” to Wayne and Carol 

Lutsey for hosting the church covered dish 

dinner in February. The food was great and the 

evening was enjoyed by everyone attending! 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS 

Our Spring creations will be on display in the 

basement and available for purchase through 

Mother’s Day. Stop by to see our creativity “in 

bloom”. 

Guild members will be assembling custom 

birthstone bracelet orders this month. We will 

announce when the bracelets are complete and 

ready for pick up. Thank you to everyone who 

placed an order.  

 

WE CELEBRATE OUR 

GRADUATES! 

Do you know a student who graduated late last 

year or someone who will be graduating in May 

or June of 2026?  

At St. Paul’s, we give thanks for students at 

every stage of learning. We recognize those 

completing pre-K, as well as those graduating 

from high school, college, and post-graduate 

programs. Each milestone is a gift, and we 

rejoice with our families as their students grow. 

Please send the graduate’s name, school, 

degree, and any future plans to Jessica Swick 

through our church Facebook page, by email at 

jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org, or by text at 

(936) 648-6809. You are also invited to include 

a photo to share. Kindly provide this 

information by Friday, May 15. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday will be held on 

Sunday, June 8. 

SECOND SUNDAY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School continues April 12! For students 

aged 7 through 12 we study the Bible and do 

activities based on the lectionary series from 

9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. We will continue to 

learn the order and about the books of the Bible. 

Children ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us 

for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and 

fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship 

service. Bring a friend, all are welcome! 

Following is a list of Sunday School dates for 

the remainder of this school year: May 10 

Thank you to all the children and their families 

who came out to support the Easter Egg-

stravaganza! Thank you to all my helpers.  I 

couldn't do it without you!!  

Sarah Eger 

570-394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com 

REIDLER HALL 

The kitchen is complete!  Yahoo!!  Kerry 

Sterner and his assistant Tim worked very hard 

to give our kitchen a much needed "glow up" A 

huge THANK YOU goes out to Deb and Stan 

Bolinsky, Karen and Doug Travor, and Bill and 

Becky Smoot for the countless hours spent 

helping on the remodel.  A heartfelt shout-out 

for everyone who has helped clean up the space 

in some form or another!  

As in any good project, once it starts, you find 

many more tasks that need to be accomplished. 

Our dedicated helpers took on each task like the 

champions they are and have transformed the 

space into a beautiful, clean, functional space 

that we can proudly use to serve the members of 

St. Paul's and the community.   

May God grant us many opportunities to use 

Reidler Hall to pass on the many blessings we 

have been given and to share the many gifts and 

talents he has given our members.  
  



WELCA NEWS 

Eighteen women of St. Paul’s attended a 

meeting on March 10. A motion was made and 

accepted by all to rescind the previous decision 

to send two-thirds of our regular offerings to the 

NEPA WELCA at the end of each calendar year. 

After extensive discussion, a motion was made 

and accepted by all to donate 25% of our 

regular offerings to NEPA WELCA at the end of 

2026. The May in-gathering offering will be 

given to the America 250 Orwigsburg 

Celebration scheduled for July 3-4. Our 

September in-gathering offering will be given to 

Nancy Snow for her expenses in preparing the 

“Quilts-of-Valor” which will be presented to 

special veterans. The group unanimously agreed 

to donate $2,000 to the Reidler Hall Kitchen 

Fund. This money will be given from our very 

generous Dorothy Bachert bequest. 

Important upcoming events for WELCA: 

- NEPA WELCA Spring Justice Event, 

Saturday, April 11 at Hope Lutheran, 

Cherryville, PA. 

- Schuylkill WELCA Cluster on Saturday, April 

25, at St. Paul’s Lutheran, Summer Hill, PA. 

- NEPA WELCA 36th Annual Convention on 

Saturday, June 13 at St. Paul’s, Breinigsville, 

PA. 

Registration forms and details for these events 

are available on the WELCA bulletin board. 

Also, available is a copy of the “Flame” which 

highlights the NEPA events. 

During the month of May, WELCA will sponsor 

“Water For A Cause.” All members of our 

congregation are encouraged to bring bottled 

water to the church which will be given to 

Friendship Hose Company. 

Our next meeting will on Tuesday, April 14 at 1 

p.m. at Reidler Hall and Rev. Dr. ShinAe Kim 

from Salem U.M. Church will be our speaker. 

Our May meeting will feature Pastor Jan R. 

Osborn of Zion’s Red Church. 

We appreciate your support of our ongoing 

activities to spread Jesus’s meaning of 

fellowship. 

 

WATER FOR A CAUSE 

Would you like to do something to help our 

Orwigsburg firefighters of the Friendship Hose 

company? WELCA is sponsoring a monthlong 

collection of bottled water for our hometown 

heroes. Please join us as we collect any size or 

number of bottled water from May 1 through 

May 31. Our firefighters will appreciate the 

results! Whether fighting fires, acting on the 

scene of a motor vehicle accident, or in training, 

the water we collect will refresh and 

reinvigorate our Orwigsburg firefighters. Please 

place your water donation in the narthex 

beginning May 1.                            Thank you! 

GOT INFORMATION TO SHARE? 

The Evangelism Committee loves sending cards 

to brighten the day of those who can't join us 

for worship. If you have new information or 

address changes, please contact a member of the 

Evangelism Committee or call our church office 

at 570-366-2316. Thank you for helping us 

“stay connected!” 

ADULT FORUM 

Adult Forum will resume on Sunday April 12, 

in the church parlor at 9:15 a.m. We will 

continue our study of the Psalms  Any 

questions, please contact Barbara Lafko at 

bjlafko@yahoo.com or call 570-366-1208 or 

the church office. 

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION 

Our New Member Sunday and reception has 

been moved to Sunday, May 17, following our 

10:30 a.m. service. If you have not yet met our 

newest members, please mark your calendar 

and join us to get to know them better.  



STiC EARTH DAY EVENTS 

EARTH DAY DISPLAY 

Given the popularity of the Nativity set displays 

last December, everyone is invited to bring in: 

1. A favorite item from your home made of an 

earthen element: pottery, stonework, wood 

sculpture and/or 

2. A sample of one thing you do at home which 

is an example of a reusable material (instead 

of current throwaways) OR a repurposed 

item, or an item which reduces the overload 

on the environment. 

Small cards will be available from our office 

which will allow you identify your item(s) and 

share something special about it (or them). 

These items will be displayed during the Earth 

Day events and on Sunday, April 18. You are 

welcome to hang out and talk with folks about 

your pieces. Bring the items to church Sunday 

April 12 through Friday morning April 17. You 

may take them home Sunday, April 20. 

NATURE WALKS – ALL ARE INVITED 

Friday, April 17: Bird Walk with Master Birder 

Dave Kruel, a Schuylkill County Conservancy 

member, will start at 6:00 p.m. We will meet at 

the church parking lot between 5:30 and 5:45 

p.m. and lead people to Robin Zimmerman’s 

mountain woods. Please bring a small flashlight 

and bug spray. Refreshments and a screening of 

“The Extraordinary Caterpillar” movie from 

Homegrown National Parks (60 minutes) in 

Reidler Hall will follow the walk. 

Saturday, April 18: Nature walk around 

Orwigsburg will be led by the one and only 

Porcupine Pat of the Schuylkill County 

Conservancy. We will meet at the lower-level 

parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Our walk departs at 

9:00 a.m. Following the walk, we will watch 

“The Extraordinary Caterpillar” starting at 

10:30 a.m. in Reidler Hall. 

For the walks, good walking shoes, long sleeves 

and pants are recommended. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

• The Book Bingo sponsored by the 

Orwigsburg Library on Saturday, March 7, 

was well attended (almost 50 people) and 

was a great way to showcase our newly 

renovated Reidler Hall to the community. 

• The planned nave steps handrail installation 

should occur in the next week or so which 

will provide a safer worship environment. 

FAITHFUL GIVING 

While many of our members and friends have 

been generous in supporting our ministry and 

community outreach, we continue to depend on 

your financial support. Every donation, big or 

small, helps us gather new members, spread 

Christ's teachings, ministry to those in need, and 

serve our community.  

Please remember us when you count your 

blessings and if you can do so, please consider 

increasing your giving to St. Paul’s ministry.  

BEYOND SORROW AND TEARS…. 

Our sympathy and prayers go out to the family 

and friends of the late Kay Rose Cole of 

Topeka, KS, who passed away on Monday, 

March 9.  

Our Lord has promised the gift of eternal life to 

those who believe in him. Because Christ lives, 

we can believe that we shall share in his 

resurrection life! 

CHANCEL HANDRAILS 

New, easy-to-use handrails were installed on 

the chancel steps in late March, just in time for 

Easter services! The sturdy handrails will add 

support and prevent potential trips and falls as 

church members serve during worship. Jim and 

Joanne Emerich graciously offered to pay for 

their installation, and the congregation is truly 

grateful for their kindness and generosity! 

Thank you , Jim and Joanne!!!          

  



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Michelle Davenport 

 2 Ashlyn Hannaway 

 3 Kent Eisenhuth, Rory Novelli 

 4 Mark Heim, Riccardo Muntone 

 5 Julia Kunkel, Krista Callaghan,  

 Wayne Lutsey 

 6 Ian Correll, Erin McKivigan 

 7 Lindsay Ritschel Novelli 

 8 Janet Just 

 9 Cindy Sklar, Corey Scheipe 

10 Erin Winkel, Hunter Teter, 

 Nicole Lutsey 

11 Matt Drey 

12 Tyler Moyer 

13 Robert Krause, Jr., Cara Pelletier, 

 Betty Direnzo 

14 Heather Jenkins, Davin Hine 

15 Julianne Schenck, Jonathan Phillips 

17 Jennifer Brueninghaus, Pastor Mike 

19 Sarah Kramer, Robin Zimmerman 

22 Victoria Spitler, Matthew Blair 

23 Jennifer Steely 

24 Brandon Eschbach, Evan Davis 

26 Connor Callaghan 

27 David Miller, Deb O’Connor 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 4 Jim & Jodi Spotts 

 7 Kevin & Janice Blair 

 9 Steve & Krista Harding 

13 David & Nancy Kaiser  

16 Carsten & Jennifer Brueninghaus 

18 Rick & Andrea Dancheck 

20 Gerald & Barbara Hinnershitz 

22 Sonny & Connie Teter  

23 Greg & Cindy Sklar  

27 George & Lynn Smith 

************************************** 
“The true Easter is in 

the heart.” 
Martin Luther reflects his belief 
that the essence of Easter lies 
not in external rituals or 
outward displays of celebration, 
but in an internal 
transformation of the heart. 

APRIL FLOWER SPONSORS 

APRIL 5 

Altar: In honor of Julia Kunkel’s 99th birthday 

on April 5 – Easter Sunday by Joanne and 

Jim Emerich. 

Chancel: In honor of Rory’s, Lindsay’s, Lily’s, 

and Jayda’s birthdays by Jeff and Cindy 

Ritschel. 

Chancel: In loving memory of Carl Long by 

Christine, Kevin, and Rachel Long. 

APRIL 12 

Altar: In honor of Juli’s birthday by Sue, Kurt, 

and Deb Schenck. 

Chancel: OPEN 

APRIL 19 

Altar: In honor of Victoria Gallagher by Scott 

and Tina Butler. 

Chancel: OPEN 

APRIL 26 

Altar: In loving memory of my parents, Guy 

and Frances Lengel, by James Lengel and 

the Lengel Family. 

Chancel: In loving memory of Jim Spotts by 

Sandy and Family. 

APRIL BULLETIN SPONSORS 

APRIL 5 

OPEN 

APRIL 12 

OPEN 

APRIL 19 

OPEN 

APRIL 26 

OPEN 

************************************** 

BIRTHDAY WISHES! 

On Saturday, April 5, Julia Kunkel celebrates her 

99th birthday. She enjoys visits from her many 

friends and relatives at Seton Manor Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Center in Orwigsburg, PA.  

Please send birthday cards to Julia at home address: 

1010 East Market Street, Orwigsburg, PA. 17961. 

 

 



APRIL 2026 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY APRIL 5 APRIL 12 APRIL 19 APRIL 26 
 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 

GREETER Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding 

USHER Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/ 
COMM. ASST. Kay Weidensaul Amy Dewald Ruth Ann Withers Amy Dewald 

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 

GREETER  Sarah Eger Jerry Goessel TBD TBD 

USHER Tina Butler Jerry Goessel Joanne Emerich Diane Brobst 
 Mike Lado    
 Elinda Lado   

LECTOR Tina Butler Sue Schenck Jim Emerich Hope Clarke 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Deb O’Connor Cindy Ritschel Pat Kunkle Chris Long 

ALTAR GUILD Barbara Lafko Barbara Lafko Hope Clarke Hope Clarke 
 Amy Dewald Amy Dewald Sue Schenck Sue Schenck 
   Barb Sterner Barb Sterner 

COUNTERS Gwen Wehr Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter 
 Glenda Bright Diane Brobst G. Dierwechter Barb Sterner 
   Pat Davis Joanne Emerich 
*********************************************************************************** 
MAUNDY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY 
7 P.M. THURSDAY, APRIL 2 7 P.M. FRIDAY, APRIL 3 

GREETER: TBD GREETER: TBD 

USHER: Jeff Ritschel USHER: Connie Teter 

LECTOR: Amy Dewald 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Connie Teter 

ALTAR GUILD: C. Brensinger & Cindy Ritschel ALTAR GUILD: C. Brensinger & Cindy Ritschel 

*********************************************************************************** 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 – Ext. 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 no email address 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 A.M. to 12 NOON. 

  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


APRIL 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

 

1 

APRIL FOOLS 

DAY! 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

2 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

7:00 p.m. 

3 

GOOD FRIDAY 

7:00 p.m. 

4 

HOLY 

SATURDAY 

Prayer, Meditation, 

and Reflection 

5:30 p.m.  

 

5 

 

RESURRECTION 

OF OUR LORD - 

EASTER 

Worship with 

Holy Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

6 7 8 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

9 

BSF 6:30 p.m. 

10 11 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 

5:30 p.m. 

12 

2 EASTER 

SECOND 

SUNDAY 

Worship with 

Holy Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum & 

Youth Sunday 

School 9:15 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday 

School 10:30 a.m. 

13 

Council 7 p.m. 

14 

WELCA 1:00 p.m. 

15 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

16 

BSF 6:30 p.m. 

17 

EARTH DAY 

EVENT  

Begins 5:30 p.m. 

18 

EARTH DAY 

EVENT 

Begins 8:30 a.m. 

Worship 5:30 p.m. 

19 

3 EASTER 

Worship with 

Holy Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum 

9:15 a.m. 

20 21 

 

22 

EARTH DAY 

Rainbow Friends 

1:00 p.m. 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

23 

BSF 6:30 p.m. 

24 25 

Worship 5:30 p.m. 

26 

4 EASTER 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum 

9:15 a.m. 

27 

Finance 6 p.m. 

28 29 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

30 

BSF 6:30 p.m. 

  

LOOKING FOR A NEW CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our webpage. Visit us on Facebook. 

Watch our weekly video on YouTube. Talk to our pastor, our staff, or any member of our congregation. 

Get to know us better!  

We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. We don’t have all the answers, but we 

trust and believe in Jesus Christ. Everyone is invited to worship with us, grow in faith, and work 

together to the glory of God.  
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UP-COMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Earth Day Celebration – Friday April 17 & Saturday, April 18. 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 3, at 7:00 p.m. 

Holy Saturday, April 4, at 5:30 p.m. 

The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday), April 5, at 8 & 10:30 a.m. 

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ST. PAUL’S? 

Check out our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org or find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg. Call our church office at 570-366-2316 

Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 Noon. 
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