Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 26, 2026

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING

PRELUDE "My Shepherd Will Supply My Need" L. Larson

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Drawn by our joy in the Risen Lord, we gather in the name of the Father, and of the

=+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

As St. Paul writes: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if
we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5)

Let us confess our sins.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
Almighty God,

we cannot free ourselves from our desire to sin

and we cannot keep sin out of every part of our lives.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Cleanse us from our sins. Give us new hearts and minds.
And raise us to new and abundant life. Amen.

Know that your sins are forgiven and that you have the promise of eternal life
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  “The Day of Resurrection” (#361)
[See back of bulletin]


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
0.4 Refrain ‘ .
A g g B = I I * R E— { L
e aan s BRI T
) I = T -
Now the feast and «cel - e¢ - bra-tion, all of cre - a - tion
04t . .
1] N I Y 1
1 Y] | it | !
CRESESSSES S SSfE S = ===
sings for joy to the God of Ilife and love and free-dom;
[N«
~ Y i i I i I T I
G v e
” : » o .- .
praisesand glo-ry for - ev - er - more!
ﬁ## e e e e o e e o o e B e e e
GEESSeSSE S
¥ 1 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has
i ) ) Refrain
—9—#@ e T S e T
: —— _— o= % 9 oo
freed and u - nit-ed us to be one great peo-ple of God.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, our eternal Shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead your
flock safely through every valley of death. Grant that we may hear your voice and
follow you faithfully, until you bring us to the great feast you have prepared;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM ACTS
#[Those who were newly baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done
by the apostles. **All who believed were together and had all things in common;
#they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as
any had need. “Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, *’praising
God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to
their number those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47)



The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 KJV (Read responsively)

IThe LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

’He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

SThou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

A READING FROM FIRST PETER

°It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering

unjustly. 2°If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that?

But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval.

2IFor to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you

an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

22“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

ZWhen he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not

threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. >*He himself bore

our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for

righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. *For you were going astray

like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
(1 Peter 2:19-25).

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "““Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. ’The one who enters by
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
*When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
him because they know his voice. >They will not follow a stranger, but they will run
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ®Jesus used this figure
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.
8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. °I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture. °The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:1-10)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY  “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (#778)

[See back of bulletin]



NICENE CREED (Read in Unison)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that 1s, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he 1s worshiped and glorified,
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the healing and redemptive power of Christ’s resurrection, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence...

Shepherding God, you gather your people and lead them in paths of righteousness.
Guide your Church to follow the voice of Christ with faith and courage, and send
out your servants to serve those in need. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Creator God, you show your steadfast love in all you have made. Bless the earth,
the waters, and every living thing. Teach us to care for your creation with grateful
hearts. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Righteous Judge, you defend the weak and uphold the cause of the oppressed.
Strengthen all who work for justice, restrain evil, and bring an end to violence, that
all people may live in safety and peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gracious Healer, you restore the broken and bind up the wounded. Be near to all
who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We especially pray for those on our prayer list
and all who we name before you in our hearts. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, you know your sheep and call them by name. Gather us from every
corner of the world into one flock. Nurture and sustain us with your gifts, and lead
us to the great feast that has no end. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Living God, you strengthen the faith of your saints and welcome them into the joy
of your presence. Keep us steadfast in one holy faith and bring us at last with them,
into your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our
prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8:00 AM) "The King of Love My Shepherd Is" H. Willan
ANTHEM (10:30 AM) "The Lord Will Be My Shepherd"* Besig/Price
OFFERTORY HYMN  “At the Lamb’s High Feast”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

O Risen One, you have gathered us together around your table of grace along with
the simple gifts we bring. Come among us and breathe life into us and this meal that
we share, that we may be your risen body here in the world. Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he
is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death
has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.
When we drink this cup, we share the blood of Christ.

Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread,
as once you revealed yourself to your disciples.
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INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a
wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the
lectern side.

COMMUNION HYMN “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (#502)
[See back of bulletin]

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, you have fed us at your table and opened us to your presence.
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May God the Father who raised Christ from the dead, open to you the gate of
everlasting life. May God the Son who burst forth from the grave, give you joy as
you celebrate his resurrection. May God the Holy Spirit who brought to you new
life in baptism, build up your faith and grant you peace. And may our Triune God,

the Father, the & Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (#789)
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go now in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Festive Postlude" P. Fey

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Altar flowers are presented in loving memory of my parents, Guy and Frances
Lengel, by James Lengel and the Lengel Family.

Bulletins are presented in honor of all loved ones by Diane Brobst.

Chancel flowers are presented in loving memory of Jim Spotts by his wife, Sandy
and family.

Anthem * "The Lord Will Be My Shepherd" is presented in loving memory of
James "Jim" Spotts by the Chancel Choir and Worship and Music Committee.
(2025)
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Today is often called “Good Shepherd

Sunday.” In the Gospel, Jesus names himself the gate for the sheep, the one who

leads us into life The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life and gathers us into

his care. He anoints us and guides us into the still waters of our baptism. Each

Sunday he sets his table before us, even amid a troubled world. Sent by him, we go

forth as signs of the resurrection, bearing his mercy and care to all.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, April 26 8:00 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Adult Forum
10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion

Monday, April 27 6:00 PM  Finance
Wednesday, April 29 6:00 PM  Bell Choir
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir
Thursday, April 30 6:30 PM  BSF
Saturday, May 2 5:30PM  Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, May 3 8:00 AM  Worship with Holy Communion

9:15 AM  Adult Forum
10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY (4/26/26)
8:00 AM
GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald

10:30 AM

GREETER: Jerry Goessel; USHER: Diane Brobst

LECTOR: Hope Clarke; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Chris Long
ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke, Sue Schenck, and Barb Sterner
COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Joanne Emerich

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (5/3/26)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers

10:30 AM

GREETER: Sarah Eger; USHER: Becky Smoot; LECTOR: Robin Zimmerman
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Bill Smoot

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Diane Brobst

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright
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The Orwigsburg Food Pantry is currently in need of peanut butter and
cereal. Any donations would be greatly appreciated.



PLEASE FILL OUT A COMMUNION CARD

All members who receive the Sacrament today are encouraged to fill out a
communion card and drop it in the offering plate. Members should confirm that
they have received the Sacrament at least once during each calendar year. Guests
may also choose to do so.

A MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT!

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to those who can't join us for
worship. We regularly need updated information for military members and college
students who are away from home. If you have new information or address changes,
please contact any Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-
366-2316. Thank you for helping us stay connected!

RECYCLE YOUR EASTER FLOWERPOT COVERS!

The Worship and Music Committee asks that anyone who still has an Easter
flowerpot cover to kindly return it to the church. A collection box is in the narthex
for your convenience. Returned covers will be reused, helping us save money and
care for God’s creation. Thank you for your support.

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS

A collection of Mother’s Day items is on display and available for purchase in the
gathering room. Other Spring creations are in the basement and will remain
available through Mother’s Day. Stop by to see our “creativity in bloom.”

WE CELEBRATE OUR GRADUATES!

Do you know a student in our congregation or community who graduated late last
year or will graduate in May or June 20267 Please send the graduate’s name,
school, degree, and future plans to Jessica Swick through our Facebook page, by
email at jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org, or by text at (936) 648-6809. You are also
welcome to include a photo to share. Kindly provide this information by Friday,
May 15. Graduate Recognition Sunday will be held on Sunday, June 8.

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned.
Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God.



GATHERING HYMN “The Day of Resurrection”
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We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is in the
back of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so
before the service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your continued
generosity and kindness.



HYMN OF THE DAY

“The Lord’s My Shepherd”
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2 My soul he doth re - store a-gain,and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will 1 fear no 1l;
4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all  my life shall sure -1y fol - low me,
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for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still;
my head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.
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“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our final Second Sunday School class will be on Sunday, May 10. Children ages 1
through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and fellowship
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12 are invited
to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Sunday
School will take a break for the summer months and resume in September.



COMMUNION HYMN “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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fail eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul he lead - eth and, where  the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
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I am his and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial feed -  eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still, thy cross be - fore to  guide me.
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director
Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton

Karen Travor, Treasurer

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary
Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager

570-366-
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570-573-4076
570-366-2316
484-408-5152
610-507-2797
570-617-9617
936-648-6809

pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

No Email
karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
cwlutsey@gmail.com
jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 A.M. to 12 NOON.
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“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
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bless-ed Lord and on -1ly Sav - ior,

1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead ws;  much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3  You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let wus seek your fa - vor, ear -1ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, fromsin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re -lieve us, grace to cleanse,and pow’r to free.

with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us  still.
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Please pray for peace in the Middle East -- and throughout the world!
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love wus still.
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