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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

(8:00 AM)                      "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise"            M. Burkhardt 

(10:30 AM)                                   "A Joyous Song"                                        W. Kerr 

                                                           Bell Choir 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

who makes all things new, and whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins. 

 Silence for Reflection 

O God of abundant and everlasting life, 

 we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 

We have not been good stewards of your creation. 

We have not shared the gifts you have given to us. 

We have not welcomed travelers and strangers in our midst. 

In your mercy, forgive our sins, reconcile us to one another, 

 and restore us by your grace. 

Hear God’s good news of peace and salvation. 

Through Jesus Christ, the light of the world, 

 God has forgiven you and redeemed you! Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN   “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”                     (#834) 

[See back of bulletin]  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of eternal glory, on the mountain you revealed Jesus in shining splendor and 

called him your beloved Son. Help us listen to his voice, follow where he leads, and 

share in the hope he brings; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  



WORD 

A READING FROM EXODUS 
12 The LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I 

will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have 

written for their instruction.’ 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and 

Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for 

us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a 

dispute may go to them.’ 
15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The 

glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on 

the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the 

glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight 

of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. 

Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.   (Exodus 24:12-18) 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 15 (Read responsively) 
1Why are the nations in an uproar? 

Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, 

against the LORD and against his anointed? 
3“Let us break their yoke,” they say; 

“let us cast off their bonds from us.” 
4He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 

the LORD has them in derision. 
5Then he speaks to them in his wrath, 

and his rage fills them with terror. 
6“I myself have set my king 

upon my holy hill of Zion.” 
7Let me announce the decree of the LORD: 

He said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
8Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 

and the ends of the earth for your possession. 
9You shall crush them with an iron rod 

and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 
10And now, you kings, be wise; 

be warned, you rulers of the earth.  



11Submit to the LORD with fear, 

and with trembling bow before him; 
12lest he be angry, and you perish; 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
13Happy are they all 

who take refuge in him! 

A READING FROM SECOND PETER 
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice 

was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, 

while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 

attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no 

prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no prophecy 

ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 

from God.            (2 Peter 1:16-21) 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 

them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, 

and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly 

there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to 

Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings 

here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”   



5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from 

the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 

listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 

overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not 

be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself 

alone. 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 

about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
(Matthew 17:1-9) 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to You, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY “How Good, Lord, to be Here”                             (#315) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   



 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As children of God enlightened by Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Almighty God, on the mountain you revealed the glory of your Son and shone your 

light upon the world. Strengthen your church and move us to be bold in our witness, 

so that we may share your good news with joy. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We thank you for the beauty of your creation and for the blessing we receive each 

day. As the seasons begin to turn, grant favorable weather for the planting of crops 

and bless all who care for animals and the land. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Give wisdom and compassion to all who have been called to lead in our community 

and throughout the world. Guide them so that they may act with justice, mercy, and 

care for the common good. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Shine your healing light on all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Bring comfort to 

those on our prayer list and to all who feel far from you. Surround them with your 

healing presence and bless them with your peace. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

As we stand on the threshold of Lent, prepare our hearts to follow Jesus on his way 

to the cross. Give us honesty in repentance, courage in faith, and trust in your mercy 

as we begin our baptismal journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter sunrise. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer.  

Eternal God, you have been faithful in every generation. Give us the same faith and 

courage that you gave the saints who came before us, that we may serve you with 

willing hearts and hands until we join them in your eternal light. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Confident that you hear our prayers and will graciously 

answer them, we commend all for whom we pray to you, O God, through Jesus 

Christ, the Light of the world. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.   



OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8 AM)              "Fairest Lord Jesus"                                   J. Linker 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)  "Go Up to the Mountain of God"*                     M. Helman 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You open a new beginning to us 

and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table of mercy, nourish us with 

heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of 

Christ our life and our light. Amen.  



MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our 

life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give 

way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,  

 that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.   



We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us 

 through Jesus Christ.  

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

 as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, is made known in the breaking of the bread. 

Let us come to walk in his light. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor. 

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side.  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN         “Beautiful Savior”                                         (#838) 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, gracious God, for you have blessed us abundantly. Send us 

forth to bear the light of Christ into the world and make us shine with your good 

news through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING  

May our triune God, One God, who is the Father, and the ☩ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless your going out and your coming in, now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN         “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”                                 (#318) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the light of Christ! Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE                                       "March"                                        G. F. Handel 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 
  



******************************************************************* 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Today’s festival stands as a bridge between 

the seasons we have just celebrated—Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany—and the 

coming journey of Lent and Easter. On a high mountain, Jesus is revealed in glory 

as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words spoken at his baptism. This glimpse of his 

splendor strengthens us as he turns toward Jerusalem and the cross. This week we 

move toward Ash Wednesday and begin our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to 

Easter.  

******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in loving memory of my husband Tom Wertman by 

Faith, Cody, and Kandra. 

Chancel flowers are presented in honor of Samantha and Chintan Patel-Clarke on 

the occasion of their marriage. 

*Anthem "Go Up to the Mountain of God" is presented in loving memory of Duke 

Schenck by John and Nancy Hurley (2010). 

******************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, February 15  TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Monday, February 16  PRESIDENT’S DAY 

  Church office will be closed 

Wednesday, February 18  ASH WEDNESDAY 

 7:00 PM Worship with Holy Communion 

Thursday, February 19 6:30 PM BSF 

Saturday, February 21 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, February 22 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

******************************************************************* 

TIME TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS 

Easter flower order forms can be found later in this bulletin. The deadline to order 

Easter flowers is Sunday, March 8, 2026. 

  



******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (2/15/2026) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Amy Dewald 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Wendy Schuld; LECTOR: Jeff Ritschel 

COMMUNION ASST.: Sue Reier 

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

SERVING ASH WEDNESDAY (2/18/2026) 

7:00 PM 

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHER: Diane Brobst; 

LECTOR: Pat Kunkle; COMMUNION ASST.: Tina Butler 

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (2/23/2026) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Sarah Eger; USHER: Carl Heintzelman; LECTOR: Juli Schenck 

COMMUNION ASST.: Robin Zimmerman 

ALTAR GUILD: Joyce O’Rourke and Becky Smoot 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner 

*******************************************************************  

ASH WEDNESDAY 

At 7 p.m. on Wednesday, February 18, we will begin the season of Lent with our 

Ash Wednesday service. Holy Communion will be shared and the marking with 

ashes will available to those who desire them. Please invite a neighbor or friend to 

join you for this special service. 

NEW MEMBERS’ SUNDAY 

New Members Sunday has been postponed until April. Please see our upcoming 

newsletter for more information.   



GATHERING HYMN “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

 

******************************************************************* 
We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate in the back of 
the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so before the 
service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your generosity and kindness.  



HYMN OF THE DAY   “How Good, Lord, to be Here” 

 

 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER 

The Evangelism Committee has set the date of Saturday, February 28, for a 

“progressive” dinner beginning at 6:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the Gathering 

Room soon for those who would like to host a portion of the meal or simply attend. 

Please sign up by Saturday, February 14. 

WEATHER CHECK: STAY SAFE! 

If you're unsure if worship is still on due to bad weather, just give us a call at (570) 

366-2316 and listen to the outgoing message. You can also check our Facebook 

page for any updates. Stay safe — check before you head out! 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

Daylight Savings Time will begin at 2 a.m. on Sunday, March 8, 2026. Set your 

clocks (or “spring”) ahead one hour before you go to bed on Saturday. Please use 

this change as an opportunity to check the batteries in your home’s smoke detectors, 

too. Fresh batteries could save your life! 

  



COMMUNION HYMN  “Beautiful Savior” 

 

 

 

 
  



SENDING HYMN  “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” 

 

 

 

******************************************************************* 
OUR PASTOR & STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager     936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 AM TO 12 NOON! 

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


Easter Flower Orders 

Please detach lower portion of this form and place it along with your payment in the 

offering basket located in the Gathering Room or return it to church by US Mail. 

Deadline: Sunday, March 8, 2026 

Please “PRINT” all necessary information! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Your name: ________________________________________________ 

 

FLOWER TYPE QUANTITY  PRICE   DEDICATION 

Easter Lilies      ______ X   $11.00    H/M__________________________ 

Daffodils       ______ X   $9.00      H/M__________________________ 

6-bulb Tulips      ______ X   $9.00      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (Purple) _____ X   $9.00      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (Pink)  ______ X   $9.00      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (White) _____ X   $9.00      H/M__________________________ 

Hydrangeas         _____ X   $19.50    H/M__________________________ 

 

[NOTE: H = In Honor of or M = In Memory of] 

TOTAL $ _________  

DON’T FORGET TO SAVE YOUR FLOWERPOT COVERS! 

            Please check this box if you wish to donate the flowers to the church and not take them home. 

 

If more space is needed for dedications, please attach another sheet. 

 


