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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                  "Love Has Come"                                     M. Hayes 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

who makes all things new, and whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins. 

O God of abundant and everlasting life, 

 we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 

We have not been good stewards of your creation. 

We have not shared the gifts you have given to us. 

We have not welcomed travelers and strangers in our midst. 

In your mercy, forgive our sins, reconcile us to one another, 

 and restore us by your grace. 

Hear God’s good news of peace and salvation. 

Through Jesus Christ, the light of the world, 

 God has forgiven you and redeemed you! Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”                         (#310) 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit at his baptism and revealed 

him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in 

your service, so that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen.  



WORD 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

   my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 

   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

   or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 

   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 

   until he has established justice in the earth; 

   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
6 I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 

   I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

   a light to the nations, 
7   to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

   from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass, 

   and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth, 

   I tell you of them. (Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7, 9) 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 29 (Read Responsively) 

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  



he makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;  

the voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 

the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe 

and strips the forests bare. 

And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

The LORD shall give strength to his people; 

the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

A READING FROM ACTS 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  39We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 
40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All 

the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.”      (Acts 10:34-36, 39-43) 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

  



GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.          Glory to you, O Lord. 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 

would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 

to me?’ 15But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this 

way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to 

him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
17And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.           (Matthew 3:13-17) 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to You, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”              (#304) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  



 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As children of God enlightened by Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You call us to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Inspire your faithful people so 

that everyone may know they are precious in your sight. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

You reveal your love for humanity through water and the Spirit. Help us to provide 

clean water for all people and protect the land from drought and flood. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

Raise up world leaders who will defend vulnerable, marginated people, and 

strengthen all who fight for the sake of truth and justice. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

Remind us that you are with us always, in our joys and in our sorrows. Comfort 

everyone on our prayer list and bring healing and hope to all who suffer. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

Joined in baptism with Christ and with one another, strengthen us to remain faithful 

in our fellowship, our worship, our witness, and our service to all. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We give you thanks for all those you have welcomed into your eternal embrace. 

Keep us steadfast in hope until we join them in your everlasting peace. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Confident that you hear our prayers and will graciously 

answer them, we commend all for whom we pray to you, O God, through Jesus 

Christ, the Light of the world. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.   



OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8 AM)            "From Heaven Above"                             G. Walther 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)              "Walk in the Light"*                              A. Thomas 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You open a new beginning to us 

and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table of mercy, nourish us with 

heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of 

Christ our life and our light. Amen.  



MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our 

life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give 

way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,  

 that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.   



We give thanks to you 

 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  

 as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, is made known in the breaking of the bread. 

Let us come to walk in his light. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor. 

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side.  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN             “Love Has Come”                                         (#292) 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, gracious God, for you have blessed us abundantly. Send us 

forth to bear the light of Christ into the world and make us shine with your good 

news through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING  

May our triune God, One God, who is the Father, and the ☩ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless your going out and your coming in, now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN   “God, Whose Almighty Word”                             (#673) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the light of Christ! Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE                              "O Blessed Emmanuel"                             J. S. Bach 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do that.” Martin Luther King, Jr. 

  



******************************************************************* 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed 

as God’s beloved Son. In this moment of holy revelation, he embraces his mission 

as the One who brings justice, mercy, and light to the world. In our own baptism, 

we are washed in the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and claimed forever as God’s 

beloved children. Each day we rise to this promise, embraced by Christ’s mercy and 

encouraged by the Spirit, ready to serve our neighbors in love and to share good 

news with all who seek comfort, healing, or hope. 

******************************************************************* 

*Anthem "Walk in the Light" is presented in honor of Tom and Gwen Wehr by 

Kathryn M. Snyder (2007). 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (1/11/26) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR & COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Cindy Ritschel; LECTOR: Becky Smoot 

COMMUNION ASST.: Cindy Ritschel 

ALTAR GUILD: Barbara Lafko and Amy Dewald 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (1/18/26) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR & COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Sarah Eger; USHER: Joanne Emerich; LECTOR: Dave Krewson 

COMMUNION ASST.: Wayne Lutsey 

ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke, Sue Schenck, and Barb Sterner 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

******************************************************************* 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our annual congregational meeting will be on Sunday February 8, 2026, 

immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service. Please mark your new calendar for 

this important meeting! In case of inclement weather (or other emergencies), our 

annual meeting will be held on the following Sunday at the same time.  



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, January 11  BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

   SECOND SUNDAY 

  8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion  

  9:15 AM Adult Forum & Youth Sunday School 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  Children’s Sunday School 

Monday, January 12 6:00 PM Finance 

 7:00 PM Council 

Wednesday, January 14 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Thursday, January 15 7:00 PM BSF 

Saturday, January 17 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, January 18 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

******************************************************************* 

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our next Second Sunday School class will take place TODAY! Children ages 1 

through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and fellowship 

during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12 are invited 

to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Please 

contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

Our sincere thanks to everyone who values our ministry and has responded with 

generosity. Your giving, both great or small, enables us to welcome new members, 

grow in faith and fellowship, and share the love of Christ with families in need. 

Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for the ongoing work of the 

Church and for our congregation!  

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com


GATHERING HYMN “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 
******************************************************************* 
We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate in the back of 
the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so before the 
service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your generosity and kindness.  



HYMN OF THE DAY   “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” 

 

 

 

PICK UP YOUR GIVING STATEMENT 

Members who use their church envelopes to support our ministry may pick up their 

2025 Giving Statements from a box in our narthex TODAY. Any statements not 

picked up by Monday, January 19, 2026, will be mailed to members via U.S. Mail. 

GOT INFORMATION? 

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to brighten the day of those who 

can't join us for worship. To keep our list current, we regularly need updated 

information for military members and college students who are away from home.  

If you have new information or address changes, please contact any Evangelism 

Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-2316. Thank you for 

helping us stay connected!  



COMMUNION HYMN  “Love Has Come” 

 

RECYCLE YOUR POINSETTIA POT COVERS! 

The decorative pot covers from our Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost flowers can be 

reused. Saving them helps reduce waste and can save the congregation about $150 

each year. Please bring your pot covers with you to worship and place them in the 

collection box in the narthex. 

WEATHER CHECK: STAY SAFE! 

If you're unsure if worship is still on due to bad weather, just give us a call at (570) 

366-2316 and listen to the outgoing message. You can also check our Facebook 

page for any updates. Stay safe — check before you head out! 

SAVE YOUR CHRISTMAS AND ALL OCCASION CARDS 

The Crafters’ Guild would like to remind you to save your Christmas and All 

Occasion card fronts for our notecard project. The guild recycles the card fronts to 

create beautiful notecard packs. Cards can be placed in the Crafters’ Guild mailbox 

by the office. Thank you for your help with this project.  



SENDING HYMN  “God, Whose Almighty Word” 

 
******************************************************************* 

OUR PASTOR & STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager     936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 AM TO 12 NOON! 

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

