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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                  "Word of God, Come Down on Earth"                          P. Fey 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

who makes all things new, and whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins. (Pause) 

O God of abundant and everlasting life, 

 we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 

We have not been good stewards of your creation. 

We have not shared the gifts you have given to us. 

We have not welcomed travelers and strangers in our midst. 

In your mercy, forgive our sins, reconcile us to one another, 

 and restore us by your grace. 

Hear God’s good news of peace and salvation. 

Through Jesus Christ, the light of the world, 

 God has forgiven you and redeemed you! Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior”                                (#655) 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, you have claimed us in the waters of baptism and revealed your Son as 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. By your Spirit, hold us in 

your mercy, that we may follow you with joy and serve you with faithfulness, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.   



WORD 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 

 1Listen to me, O coastlands, 

  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

 The LORD called me before I was born, 

  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 

 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

 he made me a polished arrow, 

  in his quiver he hid me away. 

 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 

  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

 yet surely my cause is with the LORD, 

  and my reward with my God.” 

 5And now the LORD says, 

  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

 to bring Jacob back to him, 

  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

 for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, 

  and my God has become my strength— 

 6he says, 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

 I will give you as a light to the nations, 

  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 7Thus says the LORD, 

  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

  the slave of rulers, 

 “Kings shall see and stand up, 

  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

 because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”    (Isaiah 49:1-7) 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  



PSALM 40:1-12 (Read responsively) 

 1I waited patiently upon the LORD; 

  he stooped to me and heard my cry. 

 2He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; 

  he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 

 3He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 

  many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 

 4Happy are they who trust in the LORD! 

  They do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods.  

 5Great things are they that you have done, O LORD my God!  

  How great your wonders and your plans for us! 

  There is none who can be compared with you. 

 6Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! 

  But they are more than I can count. 

 7In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure; 

  you have given me ears to hear you; 

 8burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, 

  and so I said, “Behold, I come.  

 9In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: 

  ‘I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart.’ ” 

 10I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; 

  behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O LORD, you know. 

 11Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;  

  I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; 

  I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation. 

 12You are the LORD; do not withhold your compassion from me; 

  let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe forever.   

A READING FROM FIRST CORINTHIANS 

 1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, 

 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ 

Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  



 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 

been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 

speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been 

strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the 

end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 

faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.            (1 Corinthians 1:1-9) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.       Glory to you, O Lord. 

29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 

comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not 

know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 

revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 

like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who 

sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 

and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen 

and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he 

watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two 

disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw 

them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, 

“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to 

them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 

remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the 

two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  



41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 

(which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 

said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated 

Peter).            (John 1:29-42) 

The Gospel of the Lord.         Praise to You, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”                 (#510) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Read in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As children of God enlightened by Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Revealing God, you have shown us the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world. As Jesus invites the first disciples to “come and see,” draw your church into 

a deeper faith, a clearer witness, and a more joyful discipleship. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Creator of all, your world declares your glory, yet suffers from our misuse and 

neglect. Teach us to cherish the earth, protect its waters, safeguard its creatures, and 

live as faithful stewards of all you have entrusted to our care. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 



Compassionate Lord, you lift up the brokenhearted and hear the cries of those in 

need. Draw near to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We especially pray for 

everyone on our prayer list and everyone who we silently name. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of justice and mercy, we give thanks for the witness of Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr., who in the face of hatred and fear, proclaimed human dignity, equality, and 

hope. Inspire us, that we may work for peace, pursue righteousness, and affirm the 

value of every human being. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Faithful Lord, you call your people to be a light to the nations and to share the good 

news of Christ’s redeeming love. Strengthen all ministries of teaching, service, and 

outreach in this congregation and throughout the world. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

God of all generations, we remember with thanks the saints who have gone before 

us—those who trusted your promises, served with joy, and now rest in your eternal 

care. Keep us steadfast in faith until we join them in the fullness of your light. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Confident that you hear our prayers and will graciously 

answer them, we commend all for whom we pray to you, O God, through Jesus 

Christ, the Light of the world. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8 AM)                     "Andante"                                          R. Powell 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)   "Arise, Shine, for Thy Light Is Come"               H. Willan 

  



OFFERTORY HYMN “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You open a new beginning to us 

and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table of mercy, nourish us with 

heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of 

Christ our life and our light. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

  



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our 

life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give 

way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,  

 that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.  

We give thanks to you 

 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  

 as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  



THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, is made known in the breaking of the bread. 

Let us come to walk in his light. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor. 

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  “What Feast of Love”                                   (#487) 

      [See back of bulletin]  



TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, gracious God, for you have blessed us abundantly. Send us 

forth to bear the light of Christ into the world and make us shine with your good 

news through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING  

May our triune God, One God, who is the Father, and the ☩ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless your going out and your coming in, now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                       (#815) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the light of Christ! Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE                                 "Lord of Light"                                      D. Paxton 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Today’s gospel opens with further reflection 

on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world and 

the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed 

among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the 

Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us.  

******************************************************************* 

PICK UP YOUR GIVING STATEMENT 

Members who use their church envelopes to support our ministry may pick up their 

2025 Giving Statements from a box in our narthex TODAY. Any statements not 

picked up by Monday, January 19, 2026, will be mailed to members via U.S. Mail. 

NEW MEMBERS’ SUNDAY 

Our Evangelism Committee will honor our newest members on Sunday, February 

15. A reception for them will follow the 10:30 a.m. service. Let us give thanks to 

God for our newest members and warmly welcome them!  



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, January 18 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion  

  9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Monday, January 19  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

  Church office is closed. 

Wednesday, January 21 12 Noon Crafters’ Guild 

 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Thursday, January 22 7:00 PM BSF 

Saturday, January 24 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, January 25 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (1/18/26) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR & COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Sarah Eger; USHER: Joanne Emerich; LECTOR: Dave Krewson 

COMMUNION ASST.: Wayne Lutsey 

ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke, Sue Schenck, and Barb Sterner 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (1/25/26) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR & COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Karen Shoener; LECTOR: Leslie Guldin 

COMMUNION ASST.: Evan Davis 

ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke, Sue Schenck, and Barb Sterner 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner 

  



ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our annual congregational meeting will be on Sunday February 8, immediately 

following the 10:30 a.m. service. Please mark your new calendar for this important 

meeting! In case of inclement weather (or other emergencies), our annual meeting 

will be held on the following Sunday at the same time. Our 2025 Annual Report is 

available in the narthex for you to pick up and review. 

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our next Second Sunday School class will take place Sunday, February 8! Children 

ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and 

fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12 

are invited to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

Our sincere thanks to everyone who values our ministry and has responded with 

generosity. Your giving, both great or small, enables us to welcome new members, 

grow in faith and fellowship, and share the love of Christ with families in need. 

Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for the ongoing work of the 

Church and for our congregation! 

GOT INFORMATION? 

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to brighten the day of those who 

can't join us for worship. To keep our list current, we regularly need updated 

information for military members and college students who are away from home.  

If you have new information or address changes, please contact any Evangelism 

Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-2316. Thank you for 

helping us stay connected! 

CHILI & SOUP-ER BOWL SALE 

The Men of St. Paul's will host a Chili & Soup-er Bowl Soup Sale on Saturday, 

February 7, 2026, beginning at 8:30 a.m. “on the Square.” Come for great chili, 

tasty homemade soups, and many delicious baked goods. 

  

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com


GATHERING HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior” 

 

*******************************************************************
We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate in the back of 
the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so before the 
service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your generosity and kindness.  



HYMN OF THE DAY “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN “What Feast of Love” 

 

 

 

 

WEATHER CHECK: STAY SAFE! 

If you're unsure if worship is still on due to bad weather, just give us a call at (570) 

366-2316 and listen to the outgoing message. You can also check our Facebook 

page for any updates. Stay safe — check before you head out! 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER 

The Evangelism Committee has set the date of Saturday, February 28, 2026, for a 

“progressive” dinner beginning at 6:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet will be in the 

Gathering Room soon for those who would like to attend. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MOVIE NIGHT 

As a Valentine's Day treat, all Sunday School students are invited to join us Friday, 

February 13 for a movie night in Reidler Hall! Parents can drop off their 

child/children at 5:30 PM. and pick them up at 8:00 PM. Please RSVP to Sarah by 

Monday, February 9.   



SENDING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 
                                                                                                                     Continued 

 



 

******************************************************************* 

OUR PASTOR & STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager     936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 AM TO 12 NOON! 

******************************************************************* 

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

