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THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn.           Luke 2:1-7 

  



O COME, LORD JESUS 

O come, Lord Jesus, and prepare our hearts for 

your arrival. Teach us patience as we wait for 

you with hope. 

O come, Lord Jesus, and free us from the 

distractions and busyness of this season. 

Remind us that your coming is not measured by 

decorations or gifts, but by love made real in 

our lives. 

O come, Lord Jesus, and give us grateful and 

generous hearts. Help us to share with those 

who have less, to count our blessings, and to 

give thanks for each gift. 

O come, Lord Jesus, who came as a baby, tiny 

and vulnerable. Open our eyes to see you in the 

faces of those who are overlooked or forgotten. 

In all our doubts and fears, bring us comfort and 

renew our spirits. 

O come, Lord Jesus, and nourish us as we 

gather in worship. Feed us with your word. 

Nourish us with your true body and blood. 

Remind us of our baptism into your very life, 

death, and resurrection. 

O come, Lord Jesus, and brighten our hearts 

amid the darkness. Enliven our worship so that 

our praise may bring glory to your name. 

O come, Lord Jesus, and bless the people of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church, along with our 

neighbors and friends. Guide us to use our gifts 

in acts of faith, hope, and love. 

O come, Lord Jesus, and grant us your divine 

peace—this Christmas, in the New Year, and 

throughout our lives. 

Have a Blessed Advent, a Merry Christmas, and 

a Happy New Year!  

Pastor Mike 

WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

We will hold our traditional candlelight and 

carol service on Christmas Eve, Wednesday, 

December 24, at 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Holy 

Communion will be shared at both services. 

Please invite your family and your neighbors! 

WELCA 

Twenty women attended the WELCA meeting 

on Tuesday, November 11. We continued our 

yearly support of the Diakon Christmas Gift 

Program for foster children. Cindy Ritschel 

purchased and displayed the gifts which were 

requested by the two children. After a 

discussion and a motion, the December In-

Gathering offering will be given to the 

Orwigsburg Food Pantry. 

In honor of Veteran’s Day, Nancy Snow and 

Linda Dougherty displayed quilts they made for 

veterans under the banner of the national 

organization “Quilts of Valor.” They discussed 

the “Quilts of Valor” Foundation, how they 

became involved with it, and the veterans who 

received the beautiful quilts. 

Our collection for the Seafarer’s International 

Christmas at Sea program was very successful. 

We mailed 110 hats/scarves that were donated 

from the church. A very big Thank You to 

everyone who donated to this cause. 

Our next meeting will be a Christmas Luncheon 

at the McKeansburg Hotel on Thursday, 

December 4 from 12 noon until 3:00 p.m. (In 

case of bad weather, we have arranged to 

change to the following day.) The information 

with the menu and cost was circulated. (It is the 

same as the last 2 years.) The sign-up sheet is 

below the WELCA bulletin board in the 

Gathering room. We asked all women present to 

tell all women of St. Paul’s they are certainly 

welcome to join in this happy event. The 

program will be presented by Gail Rarick on 

bells. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING SET 

Our annual congregational meeting will be on 

Sunday February 8, 2026, following the 10:30 

a.m. worship service. Please mark your new 

calendar for this important meeting! In case of 

inclement weather (or other emergency), our 

annual meeting will be held on the following 

Sunday at the same time.   



SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We continue to have Sunday School every 

second Sunday of the month.  We will continue 

to hold Sunday School between the services for 

students aged 7 through 12 where we will 

study the Bible and do activities based on the 

lectionary series from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

Children ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us 

for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and 

fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship 

service.  

Below is a list of Sunday School dates for this 

school year.   

December 14, January 11, February 8, March 8, 

April 12, and May 10. 

Mark your calendars for some important 

upcoming events!  

Dec. 21- No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant This 

year the Pageant will NOT be on Christmas Eve 

and WILL be the week following Second 

Sunday, Sunday School.  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to join us for this fun event! 

The whole church is invited to attend our "no 

rehearsal" Christmas Pageant on December 

21st, during the 10:30 a.m. service. There are no 

lines to learn and no practices to attend!  Come 

to church during the service, pick a costume, 

and join us in celebrating the birth of our 

Savior! Kids and adults of all ages are invited to 

participate!   

If you or a loved one are planning on 

participating, please come to church at least 

15  minutes early to pick your costume.  

The pageant has become a wonderful tradition 

for our church family!  I can't wait to celebrate 

Jesus' birth with you again this year!   

Sarah Eger 

570-394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM STEWARDSHIP 

IN CREATION 

As you probably already know, the focus of 

concern of the Creation Connection 3-church 

team is the needs of our local food pantry and 

finding ways to bolster their shelves over the 

coming months as the long-term effects of our 

government shutdown roll on. The best way we 

can do this is to find out which items are the 

most desperately needed each month. There is a 

sign-up sheet in the Gathering Room with 

columns for each needed item. Please sign up 

on the “team” you feel you can contribute to. 

These items include peanut butter, jelly, 

mandarin oranges, cups of pears, pasta, corn, 

mixed vegetables, and applesauce cups. If each 

of us focuses on the item we pick, we’ll 

probably get a lot of everything without missing 

something we accidentally left off our list. Let’s 

fill the narthex to overflowing!! If the needed 

items change over the next months, we’ll get 

that information out in the bulletins! 

Our potted plants have left the gathering room 

to make space for our upcoming events. In the 

meantime, as the world grows colder and our 

lives grow busier, find ways to immerse 

yourselves in the great weave of nature which 

God continues to orchestrate! In it are gifts of 

aromas, sights, sounds, and textures, and even 

flavors, that help build our wellness. No wonder 

Martin Luther brought a live tree into his home! 

En Cristo, 

~Sue 

ANGEL TREE 

Our Angel Tree project provides gifts to 

children who visit the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. 

We ask that you spend about $20 per tag. Each 

child will also have a stocking that you can fill 

with age-appropriate goodies. 

Please return your wrapped gift, the Angel Tree 

tag, and filled stockings by Sunday, December 7 

(and not December 14 as indicated previously). 

Contact Deb Bolinsky at (570) 789-3540 or 

bolinksy5@verizon.net with questions.  

mailto:bolinksy5@verizon.net


ATTENTION: 

COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Your year-end reports for 2025 will be needed 

by Sunday, January 4, 2026. Please have them 

completed, proofread, and ready for print by the 

deadline date. Email your reports to: 

office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org. 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD 

The Crafters’ Guild will have a craft market set 

up in Reidler Hall on Saturday, December 6 

from Noon until 4:00 p.m. for the Holly Trail 

Event, but all are welcome to stop in for some 

holiday shopping. Our crafters have been busy 

creating handmade gifts that are ready to wrap. 

Items will remain available in the basement to 

purchase until Christmas. Money can be left in 

the Crafters’ Guild mailbox near the church 

office. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Our annual Christmas Concert will be held on 

Sunday, December 14 at 4:00 p.m. The program 

includes traditional carols, music by St. Paul’s 

Handbell Choir, Chancel Choir, and 

instrumentalists. Join us for light refreshments 

and fellowship following the concert. 

LARGE PRINT NEWSLETTERS 

ARE AVAILABLE 

If you or someone that you know would like to 

receive a large print version of our newsletter, 

please contact our church office with contact 

information 

SOUP & CHILI SALE RETURNS! 

As an "appetizer" to Super Bowl Sunday, the 

Men of St. Paul's will host a Super Bowl Eve 

Chili & Soup Sale on Saturday, February 7, 

2026, beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

Come early for best selection of delicious chilis, 

tasty homemade soups, and just baked breads 

and pastries. 

MOW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Meals on Wheels (MOW) volunteers provide 

essential nutritional meals and wellness support 

for many older adults in Schuylkill County. To 

learn more about this important community 

service or to volunteer your time, please call 

Bill Smoot at (267) 261-9101. 

PASTOR ON VACATION 

Pastor Mike will be on vacation on Saturday, 

December 27, and Sunday, December 28. There 

will be no worship service on Saturday, 

December 27, and Pastor Barry Spatz will lead 

our worship on Sunday, December 28. 

WE LOVE, 

AND SO, WE GIVE! 

As we enter this season of gratitude and hope, 

we are reminded of how deeply our generosity 

touches lives. Each gift—whether large or 

small—becomes a reflection of Christ’s love 

and our calling to serve our neighbors.  

We extend heartfelt thanks for the great 

generosity shown by so many throughout 2025. 

Your faithful giving has sustained our ministry, 

strengthened outreach, cared for those in need, 

and ensured that our doors remain open as a 

place of welcome and worship. Our church 

family is blessed by this shared generosity. 

We invite you to prayerfully continue or even 

deepen your giving in the year ahead, so that 

together we may continue to grow in faith and 

service to others.  

Rooted in our Lutheran tradition and lifted by 

gifts of music and community service, our 

congregation shines far beyond the four walls of 

our church building. Your generosity helps us 

to continue to reflect the light of Christ in all we 

strive to do.  

Thank you for the many ways you give of 

yourselves—through your prayers, your 

presence, and your gifts. As God has loved us 

let us truly love one another!  



WEATHER CHECK:  

STAY SAFE! 

If you're unsure if worship is still on due to bad 

weather, just give us a call at (570) 366-2316 

and listen to the outgoing message. You can 

also check our Facebook page for any updates. 
Stay safe and cozy—check before you head out! 

REIDLER HALL 

Work is continuing in Reidler Hall towards 

giving our kitchen a facelift.  Our team is 

gathering quotes from contractors to replace the 

counters and island, add a deeper sink with 

higher faucet to accommodate bigger pots and 

pans, and add in a dishwasher.  Keep an eye out 

in the New Year on ways to help with this 

project.   

If you, your family or friends are interested in 

renting or using the space in the basement, the 

Facility Use and Rental Agreement forms have 

been updated.  Please see Amy, in the church 

office, for an updated form.   

Thank you for your continued support in 

making this space a welcoming, functional part 

of our church again!  

NOVEMBER 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

1. With Council’s support, Church Secretary 

Amy Dewald will assume full oversight of 

the large bulletin board in the gathering 

room to assure timely postings and a 

coordinated/re-imagined appearance given 

its prominent location. Thank you for doing 

so Amy! 

2. Jessica Swick posted 3 church events on-line 

in October leading to more than 18,000 

views. Well done Jessica! 

3. The Blue Mountain School District will host 

a free holiday breakfast for are senior 

citizens on Tuesday December 9 from 7:30 

to 10:00a.m. at the middle school cafeteria. 

GIVE A CHRISTMAS FOOD BOX 

This month the Orwigsburg Food Pantry will 

give clients two boxes of food: the regular 

monthly distribution and an additional box with 

everything needed for a Christmas dinner. The 

pantry expects to distribute over 170 family 

dinner boxes in December. 

For only $30, you can sponsor a Christmas 

dinner for a local family. Simply write a check 

to Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry with "Holiday 

Dinner Box" in the memo line and drop it in the 

offering plate. We will ensure it reaches the 

Pantry. Thank you for your continued support 

of the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. 

2026 FLOWER AND 

BULLETIN DEDICATIONS 

New pages have been added to the green Flower 

and Bulletin binder. Sponsors for altar flowers, 

chancel flowers, and bulletins can now be 

dedicated for the year 2026. 

CHILI & SOUP SALE- A SUCCESS 

The Men of St. Paul’s received $4,000 during 

their Chili & Soup Sale” on Saturday, 

November 1. The proceeds will go towards 

work in our community, such as the food pantry 

and the continued work in our cemetery.  

Thanks to everyone who made soup or chili 

and/or provided baked goods. Thanks also to 

the many people who purchased, shared, and 

enjoyed everything the Men of St. Paul’s had to 

offer! 

GIVING STATEMENTS 

Members who use their envelopes to contribute 

to the ministry of this congregation can pick up 

their 2025 Giving Statements when they come 

to worship on Saturday, January 3 or Sunday, 

January 4, 2026.  

Statements which are not picked up by Monday, 

January 19, 2026, will be sent to members via 

U.S. Mail.



ADDITIONAL WAYS TO GIVE! 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Paul’s 

We all know about the weekly envelopes for 

donations, but there are other ways to support 

St. Paul’s financially. 

For those who can’t attend church every week 

or prefer not to use weekly envelopes, you can 

set up automatic withdrawals from your 

checking account, either weekly or monthly. 

The Finance Committee suggests three 

additional ways to donate that benefit both you 

and the church: 

1. Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD): 

If you are over 70½ years old, you can now 

donate up to $108,000 per year from your 

IRA. This donation counts toward your 

Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) if 

you are over 73, is tax-free, lowers your 

taxable income, and may help you avoid a 

higher tax bracket. 

2. Donate Appreciated Stock: Instead of 

selling stocks that have gone up in value and 

paying capital gains tax, donate them to the 

church. The church can sell them at the 

appreciated value, allowing you to give 15-

20% more than donating cash. 

3. Life Insurance Policy: Name St. Paul’s as a 

beneficiary on your life insurance policy or 

transfer the ownership to the church. The 

policy’s death benefit will go to the church 

upon your passing. 

If you have property or collectibles (coins, 

stamps, etc.), contact our Finance Committee to 

discuss how to gift these items to the church. 

Please consult your accountant, tax consultant, 

or lawyer about other donation options. 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

The Finance Committee 

of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

HOLLY TRAIL AND OPEN HOUSE 

This year, St. Paul’s will be part of the 

Orwigsburg Free Library’s annual Holly 

Trail—a festive tour of homes, businesses, and 

churches decorated for Christmas from 12 noon 

to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 6. During 

that time, we will also hold an Open House to 

welcome people in our community who may be 

visiting with us for the first time. 

Our sanctuary will shine in Advent blue, with 

our new nativity set on display and music filling 

the air from the bell choir, piano, and organ for 

this special event. In the Gathering Room, an 

exhibit of nativity sets (or creches) shared by 

our members will be featured.  

Downstairs, our Reidler Hall Team will serve 

candied nuts and hot chocolate to visitors, while 

our Crafters’ Guild will host a Christmas 

market filled with handmade gifts, crafts, and 

paper angel ornaments. 

If you would like to share a favorite nativity set 

as part of our display, please complete an 

information form in the gathering room and 

bring it to the church by Tuesday, December 2. 

You may pick up your nativity set on Sunday, 

December 7. 

If you would like to help welcome visitors 

during the event, please sign up in the gathering 

room or contact our church office for details. 

We look forward to supporting our library, 

welcoming our community, sharing our 

church’s warmth, and celebrating the joyous 

Christmas season together.  

Please join us -- and tell your family, friends, 

and neighbors to “Come and See” what St. 

Paul’s is all about! 

“For unto you is born this day 
a Savior. In these words lies 
the whole gospel. In them is 
our comfort, our joy, our 
salvation.”            Martin Luther  



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Mel Letcher, Mary Ellen Hering  

 2 Kimberly Haney 

 4 Timothy Seigfried, Melissa Seigfried,  

 Landon Stover 

 5  Josh Clarke 

 6  Michael Murphy  

 7  George Smith 

 8  Nevin Zehner, Mallorie Dukmen 

 9 Hope Clarke 

10 Travis Moyer 

11 Crawford Leibold 

12 Sandy Ludwig, Jared Sterner, Marcus Shin, 

 Morgan Rismiller 

13 Kendra Wertman 

15 Shane Kokitus, Jordan Post, Becky Smoot 

18 Karen Travor 

19 Sandra Mertz, Lewis Sims 

20 Owen Eger 

22 Danielle Richards, Amber Eisenacher, 

 Haley Rymarkiewicz 

24 Brandon Miller, Eric Eger 

26 Fern Moyer, Marianne Close 

27 Krysta Seigfried, Diane Brobst 

28 Sharon Thomas, Lauren Sterner 

30 Cody Wertman, Marisa Auteri, Liz Lamm, 

 Samantha Schuld 

31 Wendy Schuld, Sean & Ryan Brueninghaus 

 Patricia Dougherty-Wade 

*************************************** 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 4 Steven & Sharon Thomas  

 6 Dave & Gail Wolfe 

18 Paul & Heidi Glenn 

*************************************** 

GOT INFORMATION? 

The Evangelism Committee loves sending cards 

to brighten the day of those who can't join us 

for worship. We need updated information for 

military members and college students who are 

away from home.  

If you have new information or address 

changes, please contact a member of the 

Evangelism Committee or call the church office 

at 570-366-2316. Thank you for helping us stay 

connected!  

DECEMBER FLOWER SPONSORS 

December 7 

Altar: In memory of Guy and Frances Lengel, 

by James Lengel. 

December 14 

Altar: In loving memory of Clark “Duke” 

Schenck whom we lost 12/11/06, by Sue, 

Kurt, and Juli. 

December 21 

Altar: In honor of Ben Gallagher’s and Victoria 

Spitler’s wedding, by Tina and Scott 

Butler. 

December 28 

Altar: In memory of loved ones, by Tina and 

Scott Butler. 

*************************************** 

DECEMBER BULLETIN SPONSORS 

December 7: OPEN 

December 14: In loving memory of my husband, 

Lorain and grandchildren, Brad and Paula, 

by Julia Kunkel. 

December 21: In honor of my children, Steve, 

Jeff, Karen, and Linda, by Barbara 

Sterner. 

December 28: OPEN 

*************************************** 

CHANCEL FLOWER ORDERS 

Chancel flower orders must be called in to 

Forget-Me-Not Floral by Tuesday each week. 

Please make sure you “print” your information 

in the green dedication book or call Sue 

Schenck at 570-386-2647 (or the church office) 

that day with your dedications. 

ADULT FORUM 

We are using Matt Skinner’s book Voices of 

Advent to help us prepare for the birth of 

Christ. Adult Forum meets in the church parlor 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m.  

For more information, please contact Barbara 

Lafko at bjlafko@yahoo.com or 570-366-1208 

or the church office



DECEMBER 2025 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 
 DECEMBER 7 DECEMBER 14 DECEMBER 21 DECEMBER 28 

SUNDAY - 8:00 AM 
GREETER Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding 

USHER Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/ 
COMMUNION Connie Teter Kay Weidensaul Amy Dewald Ruth Ann 
Withers 
ASSISTANT 

SUNDAY - 10:30 AM 
GREETER  Bill Smoot Greg Sklar Tina Butler Tina Butler 

USHER Diane Brobst Becky Smoot Wayne Lutsey Bill Smoot 

LECTOR Tina Butler Mike Lado Chris Long Jeff Ritschel 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Cindy Ritschel Bill Smoot Jeff Ritschel Chris Long 

ALTAR GUILD Joyce O’Rourke Kathy Miller Kathy Miller Joanne Emerich 
 Becky Smoot Connie Teter Connie Teter Gwen Wehr 

COUNTERS Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter Connie Teter 
 Diane Brobst Gloria Dierwechter Joanne Emerich Glenda Bright 
  Pat Davis Barb Sterner Barb Sterner 

******************************************************************* 

CHRISTMAS EVE - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 

5:00 PM – Candlelight & Carols Service 
GREETERS: Deb Bolinsky 

USHERS: TBD 

LECTOR: Mike Lado 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul 

9:00 PM – Candlelight & Carols Service 
GREETERS: Tina Butler and Wayne Lutsey 

USHERS: Tina Butler and Wayne Lutsey 

LECTOR: Samantha Clarke 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT Chris Long 

ALTAR GUILD Joanne Emerich and Gwen Wehr 

COUNTERS Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, Glenda Bright 

 

 



DECEMBER 2025 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 
Service Ministry 

6 p.m. 

Evangelism 

6:30 p.m. 

3 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

4 
WELCA Christmas 

Luncheon at 12 noon 

at the McKeansburg 

Hotel. 

Bible Study 

Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. 

5 6 
Commemoration of 

Nicholas, Bishop of 

Myra (St. Nicholas) 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 5:30 p.m. 

“Holly Trail” Event 
and Open House 

12 Noon. – 4 p.m. 

7 

2 ADVENT 

Worship with Holy 
Communion at 8 & 

10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum 

9:15 a.m. 

Angel Tree “wrapped” 

presents are due 

8 

Finance 6 p.m. 

9 10 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 
7 p.m. 

11 

BSF 7:00 p.m. 

12 13 

Worship 5:30 p.m. 

14 

3 ADVENT & 

SECOND SUNDAY! 

Worship with Holy 

Communion at 8 & 

10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum & Youth 

Sunday School 9:15 

a.m. 

Children’s Sunday 

School 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Concert 
4 p.m. with 

refreshments to 

follow. 

15 

Council 7 p.m.. 

16 17 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 
7 p.m. 

18 

BSF 7:00 p.m. 

19 20 

Worship 5:30 p.m. 

21 

4 ADVENT 

Worship with Holy 

Communion at 8 a.m. 

Adult Forum  

9:15 a.m. 

No Rehearsal 

Christmas Pageant at 

10:30 a.m.  

22 23 

 

24 

CHRISTMAS EVE! 

Candlelight & Carols 

5 p.m. & 9 p.m. 

Holy Communion at 

both services. 

 

25 

CHRISTMAS DAY! 

The Church Office is 
closed. 

 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 

26 27 

No scheduled worship. 

28 

1 CHRISTMAS 

Worship with Holy 
Communion at 8 & 

10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum  

9:15 a.m. 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

NEW YEAR’S EVE! 

1/01 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 
HAPPY 

NEW YEAR 

The Church Office is 
closed. 

  

HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
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ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Saturday, December 6 – “Holly Trail” Event and Open House 12 noon – 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 14 – Annual Christmas Concert at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 21 - “No Rehearsal” Christmas Pageant at 10:30 a.m. service 

Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve:  

“Candlelight and Carols” Service at 5:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. 
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