Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord

‘Wednesday, December 24, 2025

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING
PRELUDE “*The Herald Angels Sing” J. Rainey
WELCOME
CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful” #283
[See back of bulletin]
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth, we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM ISAIAH
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
3Y ou have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
SFor all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
SFor a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



"His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:2-7)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 96:1-4, 11-12a (Read responsively)
O sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples.
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
let the field exult, and everything in it.

A READING FROM TITUS

"The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, '*training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, *while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. '*He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. (Titus 2:11-14)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand if you are able.

CAROL “Angels We Have Heard on High” #289 vs. 1

1 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.



GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Tn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. *He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. ®°While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. °But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
!to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
2This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” '*And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

I5When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” '°So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. '"When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; '%and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. ""But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. (Luke 2:1-20)
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CAROL “Angels We Have Heard on High” #289 vs. 3

3 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.
Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERMON

CAROL “Away in a Manger”
[See back of bulletin]

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that 1s, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church,

creation, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

#277

Gathering God, you draw people from every place to the manger where Christ is
born. Unite your church in love as we rejoice in the good news of your coming.



May our worship shine with the light of your presence. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Creating God, you made the earth and all that is in it. On this holy night, join our
voices with seas, fields, and forests as they sing for joy. Let all creation echo the
song of the angels. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Transforming God, the world is shaken by violence and war. Fill us with your Spirit
to break the rod of oppression and turn swords into plowshares. Show us how to
walk in the ways of peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Shepherding God, you reveal yourself in the faces of our neighbors. Send us into
the world among those who are sick, injured, ill, or struggling. We especially pray
for everyone on our prayer list and those whose names are inscribed on our hearts.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Strengthen ministries of food,
shelter, and clothing so all may be fed, find warmth, and know that they are valued.
May all people know the joy of your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, all people are alive to you. Grant all who mourn hope in your promise
of resurrection life and your abiding peace in Jesus Christ. We give thanks for all
your saints who abide in your eternal light. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

(The Pastor concludes:) With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend
our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
ANTHEM (5:00 P.M) “O Holy Night” A. Adams
Maddie Swick, soloist
ANTHEM (9:00 P.M.) “*Angels Carol” J. Rutter
OFFERTORY HYMN “What Child Is This” #296 vs. 1

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!



OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you called forth life, in which you
take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas loudly sing for joy. Bless now these
gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of
your salvation. Amen.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the
wonder and the mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory; that beholding the God made visible, we
might be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, Creator of all that is good,
in the beginning your Word brought life and light to the world.

By your Word the heavens were stretched out,
the seas were filled, and the earth sang for joy.

In the fullness of time you sent your Living Word, born of Mary,
to shine in the darkness and make us your children.

On this holy night, angels proclaim peace, shepherds hurry to the manger, and we
too gather to behold the Christ child, your Word made flesh,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation for all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us gather at God’s table of peace. Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia!



INSTRUCTIONS: All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of
eternal life in Jesus Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by
intinction. You may dip a wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood
of Christ) before consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the
pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you would like to receive the Sacrament, but are unable to come forward, please raise your
hand.
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COMMUNION HYMNS “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” #282
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” #279

[See back of bulletin]

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen.

SENDING

THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES
Let us now share the light of Christ! (Please light your neighbor’s candle)

CAROL

“Silent Night, Holy Night”
[See back of bulletin]

#281



BLESSING

May God’s Word made flesh, whom Mary brought into the world,
lead you into new and abundant life.

May the Living Word whom Joseph held with care and protected with love
surround you with courage and strength.

May the Holy Word shouted by creation proclaimed by angels
bring peace to you and to all the world.

And may the blessing of Almighty God,

the Father, the & Son, and the Holy Spirit,
one God, eternal and indivisible,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

CAROL “Joy to the World” #267
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL

Christ the Savior 1s born! Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. Thanks be to God!
Please extinguish your candle.

POSTLUDE “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” G. Martin

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Amid darkness, we welcome the light of the
Christ. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the
world and bring peace and justice. Paul reminds us that through Jesus Christ, God’s
grace brings salvation to all people. Angels declare that Jesus’ birth is joyful news
for everyone. Let us go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.
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Anthem: “*The Herald Angels Sing” was presented in loving memory of mother

and grandmother, Margaret Jenkins, by Barry, Dana, and Heather Jenkins.
(2019)

Anthem: “*Angels Carol” was presented in loving memory of Francis and Adam
Frederick, and George N. Boyer, by Vivian Einsel, Jim Boyer, and Bonnie
Scholtes. (2004)
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!
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SERVING TONIGHT — CHRISTMAS EVE

5:00 PM

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHERS: TBD

LECTOR: Mike Lado; COMMUNION ASST.: Kay Weidensaul

9:00 PM

GREETER: Tina Butler & Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Tina Butler & Wayne Lutsey
LECTOR: Samantha Clarke; COMMUNION ASST.: Chris Long

ALTAR GUILD: Joanne Emerich and Gwen Wehr

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Glenda Bright
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Thursday, December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY

Church Office is closed
Saturday, December 27 No scheduled worship
Sunday, December 28 8:00 AM  Worship with Holy Communion

10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
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LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! Let us worship and work together to the glory of God.
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OUR PASTOR & STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CAROL

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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CAROL

“Away in a Manger”
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Je -sus laad down his sweet head;

the stars in the bright sky looked
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CAROL

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
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A - bove its sad and low -ly plains they bend on hov-’ring wing,
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and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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CAROL

“O Little Town of Bethlehem™
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2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy, and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si - lent-1ly, how si-lent-ly the won - drous gift is  giv'n!
4 O ho - ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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CAROL

“Silent Night”
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1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is calm,
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3 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Ho!l - der Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li - scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
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CAROL

“Joy to the World”

heav’'n and na - ture

sing.
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 18 come! Let  carth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav'nand na - ture sing, and heav'mand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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and heav'n and na - ture sing, and
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sing, and heav'n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peal the sound - ing joy.
found, far  as, far as the curse s found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS
Y ou may take your plant(s) with you after the 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve worship.

Presented in honor of:
Bill, Braeden, Adelynn, and Amara Chapman by Erin Chapman (1 white)

Mrs. Julia Kunkel by Joanne and Jim Emerich (1 red)

Claire Manley, Kathy Keck’s mother by Kathy and Steve Keck (1 red)
Nancy Lado by Mike and Elinda Lado (1 red)

Alex Lado and Brian Danley by Mike and Elinda Lado (1 red)

Mike, Victoria, and Emily Lado by Mike and Elinda Lado (1 red)
Kevin and Rachel Long by Christine Long (1 red)

My sister, Loretta Leymeister by Fern Moyer (1 white)

Pastor L. Diefenderfer by Danielle Richards (1 red)

Our children, Jeffry IT and Amanda, Joel and Cristi, and Lindsay and Kevin by
Jeff and Cindy Ritschel (1 red)

Our grandchildren, Jayda, Lily, Jackson, Josephine, and Rory by Jeff and
Cindy Ritschel (1 red)

My son, Kurt, and daughter-in-law Deb by Sue Schenck (1 red)
My daughter, Juli by Sue Schenck (1 red)

Our grandchildren by Bill and Becky Smoot (1 red)

Our children by Bill and Becky Smoot (1 red)

Our mother, Tina by Victoria and Alexandria Spitler (1 white)
Nana Ginny by Ben and Victoria (1 white)

Jessica Dietrich by Ben and Victoria (1 white)

Our grandchildren, Kristen O’Donnell, Patrick O’Donnell, T.J. Wagner,
Victoria Wagner, and Gavin Wehr by Gwen Wehr (1 red)

My Family by Kay Weidensaul (1 white)
James P. Withers by Ruth Ann and Wayne Withers (1 red)

Presented in memory of:
Charles W. Weidensaul by Al and Krista Callaghan (1 red)

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Callaghan by Al and Krista Callaghan (1 white)
Tom Wehr by Erin Chapman (1 red)

Continued



Presented in memory of:
Our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rohrer, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Emerich by
Joanne and Jim Emerich (1 red)

Kenneth & Mildred Keck and Gerald Manley by Kathy and Steve Keck (1 white)
Robert and Mary Ebinger by Elinda and Mike Lado (1 white)

Dr. Michael Lado Sr. by Elinda and Mike Lado (1 white)

Carl Long by Christine Long (1 red)

Herb and Mary Steinert by Christine Long (1 red)

My husband, Charles and my daughter, Deborah by Fern Moyer (1 red)

My sister, Reta Antalosky and my brothers, Robert, Carl, and Russell Rarick by
Fern Moyer (1 red)

My husband, Andrew Premich by Jean Premich (1 red)
My mother by Jean Premich (1 white)
My husband, Stu Richards by Danielle Richards (1 white)

Our parents, Richard and Florence Teets, Eugene and Elizabeth Ritschel by Jeff and
Cindy Ritschel (1 white)

My parents, Ralph and Muriel Reibie, and my brother Ron “Buck” Reibie by
Sue Schenck (1 white)

My husband, Clark “Duke” Schenck by Sue Schenck (1 white)
Our family who has gone before us by Bill and Becky Smoot (1 white)
Our grandmother, Elaine by Victoria and Alexandria Spitler (1 white)

Our great-grandmother, Irma by Victoria and Alexandria Spitler (1 white)

My husband, David Sterner by Barb Sterner (1 red)

Aunt Mabel and Uncle Milo Gerhard by Barbara Sterner (1 red)

Aunt Florence Grim by Barbara Sterner (1 red)

My parents, John and Helen Dreher by Barbara Sterner (1 red)

Frank and Olivette Snyder by Steve and Sharon Thomas (1 red)

Harold and Jean Thomas by Steve and Sharon Thomas (1 red)

My beloved husband, Tom Wehr by Gwen Wehr (1 white)

My Parents and Grandparents by Kay Weidensaul (1 white)

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Withers by Ruth Ann and Wayne Withers (1 red)

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Pitts, Jr., by Ruth Ann and Wayne Withers (1 red)

Kermit and Cathlene Krammes by Robin and Steve Zimmerman (1 white)
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Presented in memory of:
Cordelia Miller by Robin and Steve Zimmerman (1 white)

H. Clair and Jane Zimmerman by Robin and Steve Zimmerman (1 white)
Milo and Beulah Zimmerman by Robin and Steve Zimmerman (1 white)
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I’M SPENDING CHRISTMAS WITH JESUS THIS YEAR

I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below.
With tiny lights, like Heaven’s stars reflecting on the snow.
The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear;
For I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear.
But the sounds of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir up here.
I have no words to tell you the joy their voices bring.
For it is beyond description to hear the angels sing.

I know how much you miss me, I see the pain inside your heart.
But I am not so far away, we really aren’t apart.
I cannot tell you of the splendor or the peace inside this place.
Can you imagine Christmas with our Savior, face to face?

I will ask him to light your spirit as I tell him of your love.
So then pray for one another as you lift your eyes above.
So be happy for me, dear ones, you know I hold you dear.
And glad I’'m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I sent you each a special gift, from my heavenly home above.
I sent you each a memory of my undying love.
After all, love is the gift more precious than pure gold.
It was always most important in the stories Jesus told.

Please love and keep each other, as my Father said to do,
For I can’t count the blessings or the love He has for you.
So have a Merry Christmas and wipe away that tear.
Remember, | am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

This poem was shared with us by a member of our congregation.



