
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 21, 2025 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                          "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring"                          J. S. Bach 

THE LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH AND FINAL ADVENT CANDLE 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure, and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

We praise you, Almighty God, for this circle of light that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle 

within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness. 

Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed 

us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day 

draws near. Amen. 

“Christ, Be Our Light”      [Four candles are lit.] 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us now confess our sins. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

O God of love and mercy,  

we admit to you and to one another, 

 that we have lost our way and are captive to sin. 

We have not welcomed travelers or strangers. 

We have not cared for those in need. 

Renew our minds, cleanse our hearts, and open our hands,  

 so we might live in right relationship with you and with one another. Amen. 

Through Jesus Christ—our Lord and Savior—who lived, died, and rose again, 

 and by God’s amazing grace, know that your sins are forgiven.  

Let us live and love as children of God. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 

promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 

the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 

son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows 

how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 

are in dread will be deserted.”       (Isaiah 7:10-16) 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God.  



PSALM 80:1-2, 18-19 (Read responsively) 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,  

 you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim,  

shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 

Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

Then we will never turn back from you; 

  give us life, and we will call on your name. 

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

  let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

A READING FROM ROMANS 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according to 

the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through 

whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 

among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are 

called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
(Romans 1:1-7) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

  



GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.        Glory to you, O Lord. 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 

pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just 

when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 

child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital 

relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
                        (Matthew 1:18-25) 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

[See back of bulletin] 

NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.   



 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray as we watch and wait, trusting in God’s promise to renew us and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

In these days of waiting, prepare our hearts for your coming. Inspire us through the 

gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers as we proclaim your advent among 

us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Creation and all creatures sing songs of praise as they prepare to welcome the 

Messiah. Fill us with wonder as we join heaven and earth in announcing his birth. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You send your amazing grace and perfect peace to all nations. Lead us to work for 

justice and care for the common good. May we see the face of Christ in the faces of 

our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Come to our aid when grief, weariness, or illness overwhelms us. Comfort all who 

suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We especially pray for everyone on our prayer list 

and those we name silently in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Surround expectant parents with your care and comfort those who grieve the loss of 

a little one. Bless all children, all new parents, and everyone who cares for them. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for those who have treasured the gospel and lived lives of faithful 

service. Guide us through our earthly journey until your face shines upon us and we 

are held in your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  



(The Pastor concludes): Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                  "Prepare the Royal Highway"                                 R. Lau 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Merciful God,  

we offer the gifts of our hearts and lives to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Jesus 

Christ, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.  



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

With this bread and cup we remember your living Word  

who dwelled among us, full of grace and truth. 

In his death and resurrection, we rejoice in our new birth 

and we look with hope for his coming again in glory.  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   



All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor. 

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                         (#295) 

[See back of bulletin]  



TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty God, in this simple, but timeless meal you have welcomed us into your 

presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the 

cares of this life, help us love you fully, serve others gladly, and care for your whole 

creation.; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

May Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and 

preserve you from all evil. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN         “Once in Royal David’s City”                                (#269) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Lord is near. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                        "And the Glory of the Lord"                       G. F. Handel 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, the church 

joins in the ancient cry, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” drawn from the Antiphons 

that prepare us for Christmas. As we await the birth of Christ, we look with hope to 

the one who comes to deliver us from sin and death and to dwell with us in grace 

and peace. 

******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in honor of the wedding of Ben Gallagher and Victoria 

Spitler by Tina and Scott Butler 

Bulletins are presented in honor of my children Steve, Jeff, Karen, and Linda by 

Barbara Sterner. 

******************************************************************* 

WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

On Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24, we will hold our traditional 

Christmas Eve candlelight and carol service at 5:00 and 9:00 PM. Holy Communion 

will be shared at both services. Please come and bring a friend or neighbor!  



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, December 21 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion  

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant 

Wednesday, December 24  CHRISTMAS EVE 

 5 & 9:00 PM Candlelight & Carols Service 

  Holy Communion at both services 

Thursday, December 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 

  Our Church Office is closed 

Saturday, December 27  No scheduled service 

Sunday, December 28 8 & 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (12/21/25) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Elinda Lado; LECTOR: Tina Butler 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Mike Lado 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/28/25) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Becky Smoot; LECTOR: Pat Kunkle 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kristin Durkee 

ALTAR GUILD: Joanne Emerich and Gwen Wehr 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Glenda Bright, and Barb Sterner 

******************************************************************* 
We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate in the back 
of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do so before 
the service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your generosity and 
kindness.  



THANKS FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US! 

We look forward to seeing you again. Stay in touch by picking up our newsletter, 

visiting our website, following us on Facebook, or watching our videos on 

YouTube. While we cherish our rich Lutheran heritage, our spirit is rooted in God’s 

love. Together let us grow in faith and help our neighbor -- for the glory of God. 

WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

On Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24, we will hold our traditional 

Christmas Eve candlelight and carol service at 5:00 and 9:00 PM. Holy Communion 

will be shared at both services. Please come and bring a friend or neighbor! 

FOOD ITEMS NEEDED! 

The Creation Connection Team (Salem U.M. Church, St. John’s U.C.C., and St. 

Paul’s) encourages us to donate the following items needed for the food pantry’s 

upcoming distribution: paper products, sweet potatoes, sauerkraut, cranberry sauce, 

gravy, and stovetop stuffing. Donations may be brought to worship or left at the 

church office, Monday–Thursday, 9:00 a.m.–12 noon. 

LET’S STAY CONNECTED! 

The Evangelism Committee enjoys sending cards of support and encouragement to 

those unable to worship with us. We need current addresses for military members 

and college students away from home. Please share updates or changes by calling 

the church office at 570-366-2316. Thank you for helping St. Paul’s stay connected! 

CHRISTMAS WREATH DEDICATIONS 

The beautiful evergreen wreaths on the Warren Street doors are dedicated in loving 

memory of Harry W. Lafko, Dr. and Mrs. F.S. Olmes, and Mr. and Mrs. William 

Lafko by the Lafko family. The matching wreaths on the Church Street doors are 

dedicated in memory of loved ones by the Rozansky family. Thank you for making 

our doors and church so warm and welcoming! 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our annual Congregational Meeting will be held following our 10:30 a.m. service 

on Sunday, February 8, 2026. All members are encouraged to attend this important 

meeting. Please mark your new calendars.  



“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our next “Second Sunday” Sunday School will be Sunday, January 11. Children 

ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and 

fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12 

are invited to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT MARKET 

The Crafters’ Guild welcomes you to Reidler Hall after worship to browse their 

Christmas Craft Market. Many handmade holiday items are still available. 

Payments may be left in the Guild mailbox near the church office. 

GIVING STATEMENTS 

Members who use their envelopes to contribute to the ministry of this congregation 

can pick up their 2025 Giving Statements when they come to worship on Saturday, 

January 3 or Sunday, January 4, 2026. Statements which are not picked up by 

Monday, January 19, 2026, will be sent to members via U.S. Mail. 

ATTENTION: COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Your year-end reports for 2025 will be needed by Sunday, January 4, 2026. Please 

have them completed, proofread, and ready for print by the deadline date. Email 

your file(s) to: office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org. 

WEATHER CHECK: STAY SAFE! 

If you're unsure if worship is still on due to bad weather, just give us a call at (570) 

366-2316 and listen to the outgoing message. You can also check our Facebook 

page for any updates. Stay safe — check before you head out! 

POINSETTIA PLANTS 

If you have donated poinsettia plants for Christmas and do not want to take them 

home, please call our church office and leave a message on our answering machine. 

SIMPLY GIVING MAKES GIVING SIMPLE 

“Simply Giving” is a secure and convenient way to support our church through 

electronic funds transfer. For more information or to enroll, contact our Treasurer, 

Karen Travor, or leave a message at the church office (570-366-2316). 

  



GATHERING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

As we prepare to celebrate the joys of Christmas, let us remember those who carry heavy burdens 
— grief over the loss of loved ones, illness, loneliness, financial hardship, or separation from 
family. May we lift them in prayer and share Christ’s love -- now and throughout the new year.  



HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  

 

PASTOR WILL BE ON VACATION 

Pastor Mike will be on vacation on Saturday, December 27 and Sunday, December 

28. There will be no worship service on Saturday, December 27. Pastor Barry Spatz 

will lead worship at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 28. Please 

welcome him!  



SENDING HYMN          “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 AM TO 12 NOON! 
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