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570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                  "Comfort, Comfort Now My People"          J. Westenkuehler 

THE LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure, and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

We praise you, Almighty God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light candles on this wreath, kindle the fire 

of your Spirit within us, so we may shine in the darkness. Enlighten us with your 

grace so that our hearts may welcome him with joy. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 

“Christ, Be Our Light”      [Two candles are lit.] 

  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us now confess our sins. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

O God of love and mercy,  

we admit to you and to one another, 

 that we have lost our way and are captive to sin. 

We have not welcomed travelers or strangers. 

We have not cared for those in need. 

Renew our minds, cleanse our hearts, and open our hands,  

 so we might live in right relationship with you and with one another. Amen. 

Through Jesus Christ—our Lord and Savior—who lived, died, and rose again, 

 and by God’s amazing grace, know that your sins are forgiven.  

Let us live and love as children of God. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway”                               (#264) 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and prepare us for the coming of your Son. By his 

coming, strengthen us to live in holiness and serve you with joy; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might,  

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  



 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

  the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 

  for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;  

  the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 (Read responsively) 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to a king's son. 

 2May he judge your people with righteousness, 

  and your poor with justice. 

 3May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 

  and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

  give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live while the sun endures, 

  and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 

 6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his days may righteousness flourish 

  and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

 18Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

  who alone does wondrous things.  

 19Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

  may his glory fill the whole earth.  



A READING FROM ROMANS 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May 

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 

of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf 

of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 

patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 

written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.    (Romans 15:4-13) 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.        Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  



 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 

his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized 

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 1In those days John the Baptist 

appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 

said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 

his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized 

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 

have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 

up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 

threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire.”        (Matthew 3:1-12) 

The Gospel of the Lord.          Praise to you, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                   (#256) 

[See back of bulletin] 

NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray as we watch and wait, trusting in God’s promise to renew us and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

Inspire your people around the world. Unite us to confront poverty, secure fair 

housing, and seek equity, so that all may live with dignity. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Move us to care for your creation. As we long for the day when all living things 

will flourish, show us how to nurture and sustain the great diversity of life. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Guide nations towards peace and harmony. Bless foreign exchange students and 

teachers, strengthen our partner churches, and bless ministries that provide aid and 

relief following natural disasters. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  



Lift up all those who grieve, are depressed, filled with anger, or live in fear. We 

pray for all who suffer in body or spirit and especially for everyone on our prayer 

list. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Empower us to overcome our own foolish worldly divisions. Give us courage to 

tear down walls of hatred and fear and begin building bridges of Christ-like love. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember and give you thanks for our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with hope, 

that we may witness the good news of Jesus Christ in word and deed to our children 

and their children. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8:00 AM)   "Prepare the Royal Highway"                             R. Lau 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)          "Light an Advent Candle"                              B. Mayo 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

  



OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Merciful God,  

we offer the gifts of our hearts and lives to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Jesus 

Christ, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.   



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

With this bread and cup we remember your living Word  

who dwelled among us, full of grace and truth. 

In his death and resurrection, we rejoice in our new birth 

and we look with hope for his coming again in glory.  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor. 

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward 

and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.  

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the 

lectern side.  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN     “Christ, Be Our Light”                                     (#715) 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty God, in this simple, but timeless meal you have welcomed us into your 

presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the 

cares of this life, help us love you fully, serve others gladly, and care for your whole 

creation.; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

May Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and 

preserve you from all evil. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN     “Hark, the Glad Sound”                                     (#239) 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Lord is near. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                    "Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord"                 R. Anderson 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.  



******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the day: John the Baptist calls us to repentance and new 

beginnings as we await Christ, the light who breaks into our darkness. We look with 

hope for God’s promised peace, when all creation will live in harmony, and we are 

sent to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God is near. 

******************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, December 7 8 & 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion  

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

  Angel Tree Wrapped Presents Due 

Monday, December 8 6:00 PM Finance 

Tuesday, December 9 6:00 PM Service Ministry (rescheduled) 

Wednesday, December 10 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Thursday, December 11 7:00 PM Bible Study Fellowship 

Saturday, December 13 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, December 14  “Second Sunday” Sunday School 

 8 & 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum & Youth Sunday School 

 10:30 AM Children’s Sunday School 

 4:00 PM Christmas Concert 

  Refreshments Following the Concert 

******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in memory of Guy & Frances Lengel, by James Lengel. 

******************************************************************* 

COLORFUL POSTCARDS: A SIMPLE HOSPITALITY TOOL 

Have you ever wanted to invite someone to join you at St. Paul's, but weren't 

exactly sure what to say?  Now there is a simple hospitality tool to help you-a 

colorful postcard listing St. Paul's December events!  One side has information 

about our Christmas Concert and No Rehearsal Pageant and the other side has our 

Christmas Eve Worship Service times. Hand it to friends, neighbors, colleagues, 

and family members as an easy way to invite them to join us at St. Paul's this 

December!  These cards can be found in the narthex near the bulletins and in all the 

pews. Bonus tip for those of you online: Double up on your efforts and share the 

digital versions on your Facebook pages!  



SERVING THIS SUNDAY (12/7/25) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Connie Teter 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Bill Smoot; USHER: Diane Brobst; LECTOR: Tina Butler 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Cindy Ritschel 

ALTAR GUILD: Joyce O’Rourke and Becky Smoot 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/14/25) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Becky Smoot; LECTOR: Mike Lado 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Bill Smoot 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

******************************************************************* 

THANKS FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US! 

We look forward to seeing you again. Stay in touch by picking up our newsletter, 

visiting our website, following us on Facebook, or watching our weekly video on 

YouTube. While we cherish our rich Lutheran heritage, our spirit is rooted in God’s 

love. Together let us grow in faith and help our neighbor -- for the glory of God. 

FOOD ITEMS NEEDED! 

Creation Connection Team (from Salem U.M. Church, St. John’s U.C.C., and St. 

Paul’s) reminds us that the Orwigsburg Food Pantry needs pasta, peanut butter, 

jelly, applesauce cups, pears, corn, mixed vegetables, and mandarin oranges for its 

next distribution. Please bring your donations with you to worship or leave them at 

the church office Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 

ANGEL TREE 

Our annual “Angel Tree” project provides gifts to local school-age children whose 

families visit the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. Wrapped gifts and filled stockings are 

due TODAY, December 7. Please contact Deb Bolinsky at (570)789-3540 or 

debbolinsky@gmail.com with questions or concerns.  



CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Our annual Christmas Concert will be held next Sunday, December 14 at 4:00 p.m. 

The program includes traditional carols, music by St. Paul’s Handbell Choir, 

Chancel Choir, and instrumentalists. Join us for light refreshments and fellowship 

following the concert. 

SPONSOR A HOLIDAY FOOD BOX 

For only $30 you can sponsor a holiday dinner for a local family. Just write a check 

to Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry with "Holiday Dinner Box" in the memo line and 

drop it in our offering plate. We will ensure it reaches the Pantry. Thank you for 

your continued generosity to the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. 

SIMPLY GIVING MAKES GIVING SIMPLE 

“Simply Giving” is a secure and convenient way to support our church through 

electronic funds transfer. For more information or to enroll, contact our Treasurer, 

Karen Travor, or leave a message at the church office (570-366-2316). 

NO REHEARSAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

This year our No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant will be held at 10:30 a.m. on 

Sunday, December 21, rather than on Christmas Eve. There are no lines to learn and 

no practices to attend.  Come to church, pick a costume, and join us in celebrating 

the birth of our Savior. Kids and adults of all ages are invited to participate. Please 

mark your calendars and join us for this fun event! 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our annual Congregational Meeting will be held following our 10:30 a.m. service 

on Sunday, February 8, 2026. Please mark your new calendars. 

******************************************************************* 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 
Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


GATHERING HYMN  “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S STAY CONNECTED! 

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to those who can't join us for 

worship. We need updated information for military members and college students 

who are away from home. If you have new information or address changes, please 

contact any Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-

2316. Thank you for helping St. Paul’s -- stay connected!  



HYMN OF THE DAY “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” 

 

 

 

 

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our next Second Sunday School class will be NEXT Sunday, December 14. 

Children ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, 

fun, and fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 

through 12 are invited to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 

10:15 a.m.  



COMMUNION HYMN “Christ, Be Our Light” 

 

2026 FLOWER AND BULLETIN DEDICATION BINDER 

Our green Flower and Bulletin Dedication Binder located in the Gathering Room 

has been updated for 2026. Please look it over and begin to make your dedications 

for the coming year. 

******************************************************************* 
We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is located 
in the back of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an offering, please do 
so before the service has begun or after our service is over. Thank you for your generosity!  



SENDING HYMN  “Hark, the Glad Sound” 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to everyone who planned, donated items, set up, and volunteered for 

Saturday’s Holly Trail and Open House. It was a joy to share our beautiful church 

and warm hospitality with friends and members of the community. Well done! 


