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REMEMBER, CELEBRATE, AND
GIVE THANKS TO GOD!

Thanksgiving Day is a cherished American
holiday with deep historical roots. It traces back
to 1621, when Pilgrims and the Wampanoag
people shared a harvest feast in gratitude for
survival and provision. Though the details of
that first gathering are often romanticized, the
spirit of thankfulness has endured.

In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed
Thanksgiving a national holiday, inviting
Americans to pause and give thanks amid the
trials of the Civil War.

Today, Thanksgiving is celebrated with family
gatherings, shared meals, and traditions like
turkey dinners, parades, and football games.
While the holiday has become more secular and
commercialized in some ways, its heart remains
rooted in gratitude.

For Christians, Thanksgiving offers a powerful
opportunity to remember that every good gift
comes from God. It’s a time to thank God not
only for material blessings, but for God’s
amazing grace, unconditional love, and the
promise of everlasting life.

Let this Thanksgiving be more than a holiday.
Let it be a holy day — a moment to celebrate
God’s goodness, to love one another deeply,
and to live with grateful hearts.

A PRAYER FOR VETERANS’ DAY

God of grace, we thank you for the men and
women who have served our country with
courage and commitment. We honor the
sacrifices they have made, and we remember
the families who have faced long separations
and uncertain times.

Bring peace and healing to all veterans.

Comfort those who carry physical, emotional,
or spiritual wounds from their service. May they
feel our deep gratitude and know they are not
forgotten.

Give them strength and surround them with
caring communities. Help us to support and
stand with our veterans—not only today, but
every day—with respect, compassion, and love.

We pray for a future where peace reigns and
war and violence is no more. Until that day
comes, guide our leaders with wisdom and
courage to protect this nation and those who
continue to serve.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, the
Prince of Peace. Amen.

7 . Mappy
Veterans Day



WELCA NEWS

Twenty women were in attendance at the
October meeting. Several topics were
addressed:

e The deadline date for the donations of dark-
colored hats/scarves for the Seamen has
been set as Sunday, November 16,

e We will continue to collect extra calendars
for 2026 so they can be given to the food
pantry. Place these on the table in the
gathering room.

e Please continue to save for the December In-
gathering offering. The recipient will be
voted for at the November meeting.

e Details about the Christmas luncheon to be
held on Thursday, December 41" at the
McKeansburg Hotel will be given at the
November meeting. All women of St. Paul's
are welcome to participate.

Our guest speaker, the retired ELCA Pastor
Carol Kehler, shared many stories and prayer
experiences she had during her ministry. She
supplied us with many scripture readings to go
along with our “Prayer Stones.” She encouraged
us to set aside a time and a place for private
prayer. She also gave each a candle and a cross
with reference to John 3:16.

Another suggestion would be to consider a
prayer notebook, the use of devotional booklets,
and one of the cell phone apps which could be
helpful. Pastor Carol gave us one more
meaningful suggestion: Find a comfortable
position for yourself and take 3 deep
breaths....one for God the Father, one for God
the Son and one for God the Holy Spirit. Now
you are ready for a conversation with God.

Our next meeting will be on Veterans' Day,
Tuesday, November 11 at 1:00 PM. The
program will be presented by Danielle Richards
and Nancy Snow. They will share Stu's “Quilt
of Valor” and its meaning.
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ALL SAINTS

We will honor All Saints during worship on
Saturday, November 1 and Sunday, November
2. This year, we remember with love those from
our congregation who have passed since our last
observance: Barbara L. Seidel, Anna K. Kruk,
Mary A. Steinert, James W. Spotts, Cheryl A.
Witman, Sandra J. Freeman, Dean A. Geist, and
Thomas R. Wehr.

Thank you for everyone who framed
photographs to honor our loved ones who have
passed away since our last “All Saints”
observance.

THANK YOU

Our thanks to everyone who loaned their Bible
to us for our “Bring Your Bible” event on
Reformation Sunday, October 26.

ADULT FORUM

Adult Forum continues to meet Sundays at
10:15AM in the church parlor. We are
continuing our discussions on the Psalms.
November 30 to December 21, we will use an
Advent Study to prepared us for the birth of
Christ. For more information, please contact
Barbara Lafko at bjlafko@yahoo.com or 570-
366-1208 or the church office.

Autumn Blessings

Let us not become weary in doing good,
for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up.
Galatians 6:9
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THE HOLLY TRAIL

Each year the Orwigsburg Library organizes
The Holly Trail, a self-driving tour of area
homes, businesses, and churches, as a
community event and fundraiser for the library.
By purchasing a ticket, the community not only
supports the library, but also gets a look inside
the homes and buildings beautifully decorated
for Christmas. This year’s Holly Trail will take
place on Saturday, December 6 from 12 Noon
until 4:00 PM, and St. Paul’s will be one of the
stops!

Worship and Music, the Bell Choir, the
Crafters’ Guild, and the Reidler Hall Care Team
are working together to plan for this special
event. The sanctuary will be decorated in the
traditional Advent blue and our new nativity set
will be on display. Throughout the afternoon the
sounds of the Christmas season will fill the air
with the bell choir ringing and Justin sharing his
talents on the piano and organ.

In addition to decorating the sanctuary, the
Worship and Music committee is organizing a
display in the Gathering room of nativity sets
collected from the congregation. If you have a
special nativity set that you would like to share
with the community, please bring them to the
church office by Tuesday, December 2. Also,
provide your name and any important
information about the significance or history of
the nativity set. This information can be
included with the nativity set or emailed to the
church office.

The Reidler Hall Team will be cooking up
candied nuts and hot chocolate in the basement
to fill the air with Christmas smells as people
move downstairs to the Christmas market set up
by the Crafters’ Guild.

The crafters are busy in their workshop creating
new Christmas and winter crafts. They will
have some old favorites as well as new
additions such as recycled notecard packs and

handmade gifts ready to wrap. They are also
creating paper angel ornaments to hand out to
Holly Trail visitors to remind them of their time
with us. A portion of the proceeds from the
crafts will be given to support the Orwigsburg
Library.

Everyone is excited to show the community our
beautiful church and highlight the wonderful
programs and opportunities for fellowship here
at St. Paul’s. If you are interested in helping
with this event, please contact Amy at the
church office (570) 366-2316.

“FALL” BACK ONE HOUR

Daylight Savings Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on
Sunday, November 2. Remember to set your
clocks back one hour before going to bed on
Saturday, November 1. Also, replace the
batteries in your smoke detectors. A fresh
battery can save your life!

CHILI & SOUP SALE

The Men of St. Paul's will host a Chili & Soup
Sale on Saturday, November 1, beginning at
8:30 a.m. “on the square” in downtown
Orwigsburg. Come early for great chili, tasty
soups, and homemade baked goods.

SERVICE MINISTRY

Thank you for helping to make our Annual
Bazaar a success this year. We sold out of
everything! We appreciate the donations of
food, soup supplies, and baskets. Thanks for our
wonderful and supportive volunteers. We
couldn’t do it without you. Special thanks to our
Crafters’ Guild for their donation of $650 from
their sales that day. The proceeds from the
Bazaar allows us to help others in our church
family and community. We are blessed to be a
part of St. Paul’s.



SUNDAY SCHOOL

We continue to have Sunday School every
second Sunday of the month. We will continue
to hold Sunday School between the services for
students aged 7 through 12 where we will
study the Bible and do activities based on the
lectionary series from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.
Children ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us
for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and
fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship
service.

Below is a list of Sunday School dates for this
school year.

November 9, December 14, January 11,
February 8, March 8, April 12, May 10

Mark your calendars for some important
upcoming events!

Dec. 21- No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant This
year the Pageant will NOT be on Christmas Eve
but WILL be the week following Second
Sunday, Sunday School. Please mark your
calendars and plan to join us for this fun event!

The whole church is invited to attend our "no
rehearsal" Christmas Pageant on December 21,
during the 10:30 AM service. There are no lines
to learn and no practices to attend! Come to
church, pick a costume, and join us in
celebrating the birth of our Savior! Kids and
adults of all ages are invited to participate!

If you or a loved one are planning on
participating, please come to church at least
15 minutes early to pick your costume.

The pageant has become a wonderful tradition
for our church family! I can't wait to celebrate
Jesus' birth with you again this year!

ANNUAL FOOD AND BLANKET
DRIVE FOR OUR SHELTERS

Our drive has been scheduled for November 2
through 16. Please bring canned or dry dog and
cat food and/or blankets to the choir room. We
will take the items home and deliver them
weekly so Justin and the choir aren't
inconvenienced. Please be generous as there is
great need, especially at Ruth Steinert Memorial
SPCA!

Tina Butler, Cin and Jeff Ritschel, Juli and Sue
Schenck

IT'S TIME TO ORDER
POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS!

Poinsettia plants are priced at $9.00 each this
year. Please choose red or white red blooms and
fill out the form included in this newsletter.
Poinsettia orders and money must be received
by Sunday, November 30!

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

e The date for the annual congregation
meeting has been set for Sunday, February 8
after the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

e Special thanks to all members who
participated in the October 10 garden
weeding/trimming effort led by Bill Smoot.
Member Mary Timpany was kind enough to
donate a St. Francis statue for placement in
the garden.

WELCA HAT & SCARVE DRIVE

The women of our church are collecting new
knitted, or crocheted, dark-colored hats and
scarves for Seafarer’s International Christmas
“Ditty Bags” project. There is a box in our
narthex for donations. The deadline for this
drive is Sunday, November 16.




STEWARDSHIP IN CREATION
“For the Beauty of the Earth”

Singing our anthem “For Beauty of Meadows”
reminded me of a wonderful presentation I
heard last November, centered around our
human reactions as we face the reality of issues
facing our planet. The speakers focused on
studies done mostly through folktales and other
international literature, which found three
common denominators supporting human
(mostly emotional, spiritual and mental)
wellness: (1) Beauty. (2) Community (3)
Mystery.

Looking just at number one...our Creator
surrounds us with unending beauty! All our
senses have been inundated with our natural
surroundings, only we tend to separate
ourselves and forget to let ourselves be healed
with these ‘resources’...in fact, we see them as
just that, resources, something to choose, for
which to opt, not a natural part of our being!

Our speakers at the presentation, Mary Clare
and Gary Ferguson, challenged us by saying
“We are all in recovery from believing we are
separate entities.” Our Lord, more than can be
imagined, has done everything to keep us
connected to himself and cares for our mental
wellness as well as our spiritual, and wraps us
with all three of the things listed above. Where
do you feel most connected to creation? Where
do you find beauty?

As our leaves are falling away, look for beauty
in the silhouettes of branches, the birds feeding
along the limbs, the life-giving activity still
found in the leaves on the ground. May the
sparkle of the coming icicles remind you of the
light God sends us every day! Seek beauty,
everywhere!

En Cristo, Sue

ANGEL TREE

Christmas is right around the corner and
according to Andy Williams, “It’s the most
wonderful time of the year!” The Christmas
season kicks off with our participation in the
Orwigsburg Food Pantry’s Angel Tree program,
which provides gifts for school-age children
that visit the food pantry.

Our Angel Tree will appear in the Gathering
Room the week of Thanksgiving, just in time
for snagging Black Friday deals. Tags will
contain the name, age & gift idea for local
children. Our church also adds a Christmas
stocking for every child that can be filled with
age-appropriate treats. Please wrap your gifts
and attach the original name tag and return to
the Angel Tree by Sunday, December 14.

The heart and generosity of our congregation
will be on full display as the tags and stockings
quickly disappear and people return their
beautifully wrapped gifts. Thank you all in
advance for adding joy to a local child’s
Christmas morning ! Please contact Deb
Bolinsky at (570) 789-3540 with any questions.

A THANK YOU!

The Reidler Hall Committee would like to
extend a very heartfelt Thank You to the
Memorial Committee for the purchase of the
Mini Split System for our on-going basement
renovations. A Mini Split is a ductless system
that provides quiet and energy efficient cooling
and heating for year-round comfort. It is also a
dehumidifier which will eliminate the musty
basement smell. The unit was not inexpensive
so we are very grateful that the Memorial
Committee recognized the value it would add to
our church property, particularly Reidler Hall.

We would also like to thank Wayne & Carol
Lutsey for donating 2 rocking chairs and Tom &
Gwen Wehr for the donation of the massive,
handmade 9 foot bench to create a comfy



WE REMEMBER ....

Our sympathy and prayers go out to the family
and friends of the late Thomas R. Wehr of
Orwigsburg, PA, who recently passed away on
Saturday, October 18.

Our Lord and Savior has given those who have
come to believe in him the promise of eternal
life. Because he lives, we and those we have
loved -- shall live again also!

WELCOME!

We welcome Rory Patrick Novelli, son of
Lindsay L. (Ritschel) and Kevin P. Novelli of
King of Prussia, PA. as a newest brother in
Christ Jesus. Rory was baptized at St. Paul’s on
Sunday, October 12.

May God Bless Rory and help him to grow in
faith and keep him safe from all evil until Christ
comes again!

COMMUNITY
THANKSGIVING SERVICE

The Community Thanksgiving Service will be
held on Tuesday, November 25, at 7:00 p.m. at
Zion’s Red Church. Please bring non-perishable
items with you for the Orwigsburg Food Pantry.
The event will herald the nation’s 250™
anniversary in 2026.

Zion’s Red Church is the oldest in Schuylkill
County. This service will feature elements from
its early history.

Fellowship will follow with pumpkin pie and
coffee. Let us gather as a community to give
thanks to God for all the gifts and blessing
given to us.

Let our lives be full of
and !
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HELLO FROM KANSAS!

As many of you know our mom, Kay Cole,
turns 89 on November 12. She has had a very
difficult year with health issues. We are hoping
you will remember her and send a card with a
special message from you! Our address is:

Kay Cole
7102 SW 17" Street
Topeka, Kansas 66615

If you can’t we completely understand! Thank
you in advance! We will be giving them to her
on her birthday. Homemade cards are welcome!

Kathy Couch

SPONSOR A
HOLIDAY FOOD BOX

In November and December, Orwigsburg Food
Pantry clients will receive two boxes of food:
the regular monthly distribution and a second
box with everything needed for a Thanksgiving
or Christmas dinner. They expect to distribute
about 140-160 dinner boxes each month.

For only $30 you can sponsor a holiday dinner
for a local family. Just write a check to
Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry with "Holiday
Dinner Box" in the memo line and drop it in the
offering plate. We will ensure it reaches the
Pantry. Thank you for your continued
generosity to the Orwigsburg Food Pantry.
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“To gather with God’s people in
united adoration of the Father is
as necessary to the Christian life
as prayer.”

Martin Luther
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

3 Amy Lafko, Cody Berger
5 Mikayla Torola, Josh Grove,
Hadley Bolinsky, Julie Kaiser
6 Mike Zimmerman, Aidan Medica
7 Jeffry Ritschel 11, Cole Swick,
Josephine Novelli
8 Ethan Dewald
10 Martin Stine, Kay Weidensaul
11 Daniel Riotto, Alexander Lotis
12 Tracey Kemp, Katie Stramara
13 Faye Baranowsky, Pr. Lee Diefenderfer,
Janet Geist
15 Melanie Seigfried
17 John Riegel 111, Paul Lysek, Victoria Wagner
18 Heidi Glenn
20 Nicole Campbell, Jim Emerich, Diane Miller
21 Mika Torola
23 Alexander Sklar, Kristin Durkee
25 Margaret Bair
27 Sandra Zendrosky, David Aregood
28 Kevin Long
29 Jeremy Miller, Bryan Ludwig,
Susan Wimbrow, Laura Wimbrow,
Bill Chapman
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

6 Wayne & Carol Lutsey
7 Dom & Janet Just
Michael & Cherie Zimmerman

14 Mike & Glenda Bright

15 Ed & Amanda Sincavage

22 Allen & Carol Mickalonis

23 Frank and Diane Madeira
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PASTOR ON VACATION

Pastor Mike will be away on vacation and will
not lead worship on Sunday, November 30.
Reverend Cynthia Kennett will lead both the
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. services. Please note that
no worship is scheduled for Saturday,
November 29.

NOVEMBER FLOWER SPONSORS

November 2

Altar: In honor of Hadley Bolinsky’s birthday by
Deb and Stan.

Chancel: In loving memory of Stu Richards on
the 1% anniversary of his passing by his
wife, Danielle, daughter, Keziah, and
grandson, Nate.

November 9

Altar: In honor of Jeffry Ritschel’s and
Josephine Novelli’s Nov. 7 birthdays by Jeff
and Cindy Ritschel.

Chancel: In memory of my brother, Eric C.
Shaud, by Crystal Brensinger and Family.

November 16

Altar: In honor of my husband, Jim Emerich’s
birthday on 11/20, by his wife, Joanne.

Chancel: OPEN

November 23
Altar: OPEN
Chancel: OPEN

November 30
Altar:
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NOVEMBER BULLETIN SPONSORS

November 2: In memory of Wrone and Rose
Peifley by granddaughter, Tina Butler.

November 9: In honor of and in memory of all
veterans by the Richards/Dixon Families.

November 16: In memory of my parents, Guy
and Frances Lengel, by son James Lengel.

November 23: OPEN
November 30: OPEN
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Martin Luther was born in Eisleben, Saxony
(modern Germany) on November 10, 1483.

HAPPY 542" BIRTHDAY!




NOVEMBER 2025

SERVICE SCHEDULE
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SUNDAY NOVEMBER 2 NOVEMBER9 NOVEMBER 16 NOVEMBER 23 NOVEMBER 30
8:00 AM

GREETER Krista Harding  Krista Harding  Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding
USHER Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike
LECTOR/
COMMUNION
ASSISTANT  Connie Teter Amy Dewald Kay Weidensaul Ruth Ann Withers Grayson Dewald
Tk T h bbb bbbl bbhhhbb bbbl ddhhbb bbbl bbdhblbbbbbbbddhb bbbl bdddbbbbbbbdddbbbbbbbbdbdddett
10:30 AM
GREETER Bill Smoot Greg Sklar Tina Butler Jerry Goessel Sarah Eger
USHER(S) David Kriner Glenda Bright Deb Bolinsky TBA Sue Reier
LECTOR Elinda Lado Wendy Schuld  Kristin Durkee Jason Swick Gwen Wehr
COMMUNION
ASSISTANT  Cindy Ritschel ~ Chris Long Doug Travor Tina Butler Pat Kunkle
ALTAR GUILD Glenda Bright =~ Glenda Bright ~ Tina Butler Tina Butler Joyce O’Rourke

Diane Brobst Diane Brobst Chris Long Chris Long Becky Smoot
COUNTERS Gwen Wehr Rosalie Wingle  Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter Gwen Wehr

Glenda Bright ~ Diane Brobst Gloria Dierwechter  Joanne Emerich Glenda Bright

Pat Davis Barb Sterner
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GOT INFORMATION? MEALS ON WHEELS

The Evangelism Committee regularly sends VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
cards to lift the spirits of those members who Meals on Wheels (MOW) volunteers provide
cannot join us for worship. They need updated essential nutritional meals and wellness support
information for military members and college for many older adults in Schuylkill County.

students away from home. .. :
To learn more about this important community

Please contact any Evangelism Committee service or to volunteer your time, please call
member or call the church office (570-366- Bill Smoot at (267) 261-9101.

2316) with new information and/or change of

address.
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OUR PASTOR & STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director  570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. o 12 NOON.
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NOVEMBER 2025

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
ALL SAINTS

Chili & Soup Sale at
8:30 a.m. on the
square.

Worship with Holy
Communion 5:30 p.m.
Please “fall” back one
hour before you retire!

2
ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY

Worship with Holy
Communion at 8 &
10:30 a.m.

Adult Forum
9:15 am.

4
ELECTION DAY

AT,
VOTE

&

5
Bell Choir 6 p.m.

Chancel Choir
7 p.m.

6
BSF in Reidler Hall
7 p.m.

8
Worship 5:30 p.m.

9
22 PENTECOST &
SECOND SUNDAY!

Worship with Holy
Communion at 8 &
10:30 a.m.

Adult Forum & Youth
Sunday School 9:15
a.m.

Children’s Sunday
School 10:30 a.m.

10
Finance 6 p.m.
Council 7 p.m.

11
VETERANS DAY
HOLIDAY

The Church Office is
closed.

WELCA in Reidler
Hall 1 p.m.

12
Bell Choir 6 p.m.

Chancel Choir
7 p.m.

13
BSF in Reidler Hall
7 p.m.

15
Worship 5:30 p.m .

16
23 PENTECOST

Worship with Holy
Communion at 8 &
10:30 a.m.

Adult Forum
9:15 am.

18

19
Bell Choir 6 p.m.

Chancel Choir
7 p.m.

20
BSF in Reidler Hall
7 p.m.

21

22
Worship 5:30 p.m.

23
CHRIST
THE KING

Worship with Holy
Communion at 8 &
10:30 a.m.

Adult Forum
9:15 am.

24

25

Community
Thanksgiving Eve
Service at Zion’s Red
Church 7 p.m.

26

27
THANKSGIVING
DAY!
The Church Office is
closed.

28

29
No Scheduled
Worship.

30
1 ADVENT

Worship with Holy
Communion at 8 &
10:30 a.m.

Adult Forum
9:15 am.
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Autumn 1s God'’s way of showing us
how beautiful change can be.




POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve will again be ordered from
Blue Mountain Farms in New Ringgold, PA.
The cost of a 6.5” bloom plant is $9.00.

Please indicate red or white blooms and to whom you wish to dedicate.
If you choose not to dedicate the plants, you will be listed as a sponsor.

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS NOVEMBER 30!

Please complete the bottom of this form and return it with payment to the plate
marked “Poinsettias” in the gathering room.

NAME
I would like to order red poinsettia(s),
I would like to order white poinsettia(s),

at $9.00 each. If you wish to dedicate your plant(s) “in honor/memory of,”
please circle one for the lines you complete below. PLEASE PRINT.

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Are you paying with CASH? or CHECK? CHECK #

Total # of Poinsettias: Total amount enclosed:
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
CHILI & SOUP SALE ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 AT 8:30 A.M. “ON THE SQUARE"

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE AT ZION'’S RED CHURCH ON TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 25 AT 7 P.M.

WATCH US ON YOUTUBE. VISIT US AT OUR WEBSITE. FIND US ON FACEBOOK.




