Twenty Third Sunday After Pentecost

Sunday, November 16, 2025

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING
PRELUDE "Hymn of Faith" R. Hobby

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake, God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” (#864)
[See back of bulletin]


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you, nothing is strong, nothing
is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may
endure what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD

A READING FROM MALACHI

ISee, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2*But for you who revere
my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. (Malachi 4:1-2a)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98 (Read responsively)
ISing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.
2With his right hand and his holy arm
has he won for himself the victory.
3The LORD has made known his victory;
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
‘He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
SShout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
’"With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
SLet the sea make a noise and all that is in it,
the lands and those who dwell therein.
?Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
when he comes to judge the earth.
Tn righteousness shall he judge the world
and the peoples with equity.



A READING FROM SECOND THESSALONIANS

’Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep
away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition
that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us;
we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread
without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we
might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, but
in order to give you an example to imitate. '°For even when we were with you, we
gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 'For we hear
that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work.
2Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their
work quietly and to earn their own living. *Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in

doing what is right. (2 Thessalonians 3:6-13)
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

SWhen some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, %“As for these things that you see,
the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown
down.”

"They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this
is about to take place?” ®And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many
will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after
them.

9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” °Then he said to
them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; !'there will
be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.



12«But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors because of my name. 3This will give you an opportunity to testify. *So
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; '*>for I will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. °You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and
friends; and they will put some of you to death. '"You will be hated by all because
of my name. '*But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will

gain your souls.” (Luke 21:5-19)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” (#553)
[See back of bulletin]

THE APOSTLES' CREED (Read in Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

God of truth and calling, protect the leaders of your church as they share the good
news with wisdom and courage. Help them speak truth in love. Guide us as we
follow in the way of our Good Shepherd. God of grace, receive our prayer.



God of power and mercy, show us how to care for the earth and every living thing.
Bring healing to places wounded by war, natural disasters, or disease. Protect those
who risk their lives to help others in times of trouble. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

God of justice and peace, guide the leaders of our government, our legal system,
and our military in a world where many struggle for power. Help them to faithfully
serve and provide for the common good. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of compassion and healing, be near to those who feel abandoned, hurt, or
forgotten. Comfort and bring relief to anyone who suffers. We especially pray for
everyone on our prayer list. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of worship and wonder, renew our spirits so that we may serve our neighbors
with care and kindness. May our worship bless those who gather and may our
community be a place of welcome and belonging. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

God of promise and remembrance, we give thanks for those who have revealed
their faith in word and deed. Help us to follow their examples and find peace in
your promise of eternal life. God of grace, receive our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and
hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8:00 AM) "It Is Well with My Soul" C. Berry
ANTHEM (10:30 AM) "It Is Well with My Soul"* J. Ness Beck
OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards be fruitful, Lord”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord, who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his gracious command, his life-giving passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again,
we give you thanks, Lord God Almighty — not as we ought, but as we are able.

Receive our praise and thanksgiving, and by your word and Holy Spirit, bless us
and these simple gifts of bread and wine. May all who share in this meal be filled
with your grace and blessing, receive the forgiveness of sins, be made holy in body
and soul, and share in the joy which you have prepared for all your saints.

To you, Almighty God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — be all honor and glory in
your holy church, now and forever. Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A heavenly meal has been set before us.
One which brings life and salvation in Jesus Christ.

INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a
wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the
lectern side.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN “My Lord, What a Morning” (#438)

[See back of bulletin]



TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN  “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” (#327)
[See back of bulletin]
THE DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE "Fugue on Ebenezer" J. Behnke

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Altar flowers are presented in honor of my husband, Jim Emerich’s birthday on
11/20, by his wife, Joanne.

Bulletins are presented in memory of my parents, Guy and Frances Lengel, by son
James Lengel.

*Anthem “It Is Well with My Soul” is presented in loving memory of Bud Walborn
by the Florence K. Knipe Family. (1991)
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Today’s readings point to the coming day of
the Lord. Malachi speaks of a refining fire and the promise of restoration. The
psalmist calls creation to rejoice in God’s justice. Paul encourages faithful living,
and Jesus prepares his followers for trials, assuring them that endurance leads to

life. In uncertain times, we trust God’s justice and hold fast to hope.
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THANKS FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US!

We look forward to seeing you again. Stay in touch by picking up our newsletter,
visiting our website, following us on Facebook, or watching our weekly video on
YouTube. While we cherish our rich Lutheran heritage, our spirit is rooted in God’s
love. Together let us grow in faith and help our neighbor -- for the glory of God.



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, November 16 8 & 10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Adult Forum

Wednesday, November 19 12 Noon  Crafters’ Guild
6:00 PM  Bell Choir
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir

Thursday, November 20 7:00 PM  Bible Study Fellowship
Saturday, November 22 5:30PM  Worship
Sunday, November 23 CHRIST THE KING

8 & 10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Adult Forum
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY (11/16/25)
8:00 AM
GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul

10:30 AM

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Deb Bolinsky; LECTOR: Kristin Durkee
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Doug Travor

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (11/23/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers

10:30 AM

GREETER: Jerry Goessel; USHER: Joyce O’Rourke; LECTOR: Jason Swick
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Tina Butler

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner
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We will not “pass the plate” during today’s worship service. Our offering plate is
located in the back of the nave near the center aisle. If you would like to give an
offering, please do so before the service has begun or after our service is over.
Thank you for your generosity and kindness.



GATHERING HYMN “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”
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I Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
2 God be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
3 Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;
4 An - gels sing in ad - o - ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for-giv -en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.

but, as  mor - tals 1ise and per-ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a- tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev -er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-ial! Al-le - lu-ial Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - Tu-ia! Al-le - Iu-ia!' Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - Iu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
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COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE

Zion’s Red Church in Orwigsburg will host a Community Thanksgiving service on
Tuesday, November 25, at 7:00 p.m. Please bring a non-perishable food item with
you for our Food Pantry. Fellowship will follow with pumpkin pie and coffee. Let
us gather to give thanks to God for all the gifts and blessings we have received!

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS?

Poinsettias are priced at $9.00 each this year. Please choose red or white blooms
and fill out the form included in this bulletin. Order forms and money must be
received by Sunday, November 30!




HYMN OF THE DAY

“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”

Thanks to everyone who recently donated cat or dog food and/or brought a banket
to the church. Our annual food and blanket drive to help our two local SPCAs ends
today. Your kindness and generosity will surely bless our four-footed friends. God

bless you all!

Do you have a nativity set (or creche) that holds a special story? The Worship and
Music Committee would love to showcase it during our Holly Trail Event! Please
bring your nativity set to the church office by Tuesday, December 2. Also fill out

our information form (available in the Gathering Room), so that everyone might
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I Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on - ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn  un - ac-com - pa-nied by thee;
3 Vis it  then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a - rise, tri -umph o’er the shades of night;
joy-less is the day’s re - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams 1 see,
fill me, ra-dian - cy di - vine, scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
till  they in - ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
more and more thy - self dis-play, shin-ing to the per - fect day.
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ANNUAL FOOD AND BLANKET DRIVE

NATIVITY SET DISPLAY

better appreciate our special display. Let’s share our Christmas treasures—

together!




COMMUNION HYMN “My Lord, What a Morning”
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my Lord, what a  morn-ing, when the stars be-gin to fall.
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I You will hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You will hear the sin - ner cry, to wake the na-tions un-der - ground,
3 You will hear the Chris-tian shout,
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.
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LET’S STAY CONNECTED!

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to those who can't join us for
worship. We need updated information for military members and college students
who are away from home. If you have new information or address changes, please
contact any Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-
2316. Thank you for helping St. Paul’s -- stay connected!



WELCA NEWS

Thank you for your donations of dark-colored knitted or crocheted hats and scarves.
Our drive to help the Seafarers International House’s “Christmas at Sea” project
ends today. Your kindness and generosity are much appreciated!

SPONSOR A HOLIDAY FOOD BOX

For only $30 you can sponsor a holiday dinner for a local family. Just write a check
to Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry with "Holiday Dinner Box" in the memo line and
drop it in our offering plate. We will ensure it reaches the Pantry. Thank you for
your continued generosity to the Orwigsburg Food Pantry.

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our next Second Sunday School class will be, December 14. Children ages 1
through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and fellowship
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12 are invited
to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

SIMPLY GIVING MAKES GIVING SIMPLE

“Simply Giving” is a secure and convenient way to support our church through
electronic funds transfer. For more information or to enroll, contact our Treasurer,
Karen Travor, or leave a message at the church office (570-366-2316).

ORWIGSBURG FOOD PANTRY

Thanksgiving distribution is coming soon. The Food Pantry will need volunteers
from our churches and local groups to help with packing boxes on Friday,
November 21 at 6:00 p.m. and distributing boxes at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday,
November 22. Thank you for your support of this important ministry.
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwliutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON


mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

SENDING HYMN  “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow”
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I Through the  night of doubt and sor - row, on - ward
2 One the  light of God’s own pres - ence on the
3 One the  strain that lips  of thou - sands lift as
4 On - ward, there-fore, sis - ters, broth - ers; on - ward,
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goes the pil - grim band, sing - ing songs of ex - pec -
ran-somed peo - ple shed, chas - ing far the gloom and
from the heart of one; one the con - flict, one the
with the cross our aid. Bear its shame,and fight its
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ta - tion, march - ing to the prom -ised land. Clear be -
ter - ror, bright-'ning  all the path we tread. One the
per - il, one the march in God be - gun. One the
bat - tle tall  we rest be - neath its shade. Soon shall
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fore us through the dark - ness  gleams and burns the
ob - ject of our jour - ney, one the faith which
glad - ness of re - joic - ing on the far e -
come the great a -  wak-’'ning; soon the rend - ing
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guid - ing light; pil - grim clasps the hand  of
nev - er tires, one the ear - nest look - ing
ter - nal shore, where the one al - might -y
of the tomb! Then the scat - t’ring of all
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pil - grim step - ping fear - less through the  night.
for - ward, one the hope our God In - spires.
Fa - ther reigns in love for - ev - er - more.
shad - ows, and the end of toil and gloom.



POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve will again be ordered from
Blue Mountain Farms in New Ringgold, PA.
The cost of a 6.5” bloom plant is $9.00.

Please indicate red or white blooms and to whom you wish to dedicate.
If you choose not to dedicate the plants, you will be listed as a sponsor.

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS NOVEMBER 30!

Please complete the bottom of this form and return it with payment to the plate
marked “Poinsettias” in the gathering room.

NAME
I would like to order red poinsettia(s),
I would like to order white poinsettia(s),

at $9.00 each. If you wish to dedicate your plant(s) “in honor/memory of,”
please circle one for the lines you complete below. PLEASE PRINT.

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Are you paying with CASH? or CHECK? CHECK #

Total # of Poinsettias: Total amount enclosed:




