Reformation Sunday
Sunday, October 26, 2025

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING
PRELUDE
(8 AM) "Amazing Grace" C. Berry
(10:30 AM) "Amazing Grace"* L. Larson
Bell Choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who 1is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GATHERING HYMN

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

“A Mighty Fortress”

[See back of bulletin]

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious Father, fill your church with truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it;
where it is in error, correct it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need,
provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; we ask this for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Bell Choir (10:30 AM) "Borning Cry"* S. Hibbard

WORD

A READING FROM JEREMIAH

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the
LORD. **But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall they
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46 (Read responsively)
God i1s our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.



Come, behold the works of the LORD:;
see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.
"Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth."
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.

A READING FROM ROMANS
"Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. ?°For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, ?’the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, **since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; 2*they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, ?whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 2°it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

2"Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 2For we hold that a person is justified by faith

apart from works prescribed by the law. (Romans 3:19-28)
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples; *?and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. ¥The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son

has a place there forever. 3°So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
(John 8:31-36)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” (#517)
[See back of bulletin]

NICENE CREED (In Unison)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that 1s, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he 1s worshiped and glorified,
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Bless your church with grace and love. Transform us and strengthen our willingness
to serve, so the world may know the power of the gospel. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

Renew your creation so all living things may flourish. Bless those who work to
restore the earth and protect endangered species. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Guide our leaders and unite our communities to seek justice, build understanding,
and work together for the common good. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Bring comfort and wholeness to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We
especially pray for everyone on our prayer list. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Help us to understand people who worship differently than we do. Heal our wounds
and those we have caused in others. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We thank you for the lives of all your saints. Strengthen our hope in Christ’s victory
and our joy in the promise of eternal life. God of grace, receive our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and
hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8:00 AM) "O God, Our Help In Ages Past" H. Willan

ANTHEM (10:30 AM) "Our Help, Our Hope, Our Home"* J. Martin



OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards be fruitful, Lord”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

8} .

A ] { I il — i
- (8] O i—d—d o »
J e _°* ®

® The Lord be with  you. ® And al - so with you.
2 ] =
@MI—'—Q P — P
[Y)

P Lift up your  hearts. @ We lift them to the Lord.
0

X o -
-@—o—.ﬂ . oKX . - S . O

P Iet us give thanks to the Lord our God.

n I T T [ ——

s s e e T
@H—‘—J—‘—J LS = . o o

[Y) ' To——

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord, who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
Q N { P | __‘= t I |
%ﬁ T g e—f [ F
@ Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might
% e e e ) = !
Y : *—H A e
Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
Q. = ) — n T I "  —
F- & Il 1 1 I i[
LEes =S=i=—= =
Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless- ed is he who
|
@gb_—.h—. e e e e e o =
I !J - — 1 ! (7] —

|
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his gracious command, his life-giving passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again,
we give you thanks, Lord God Almighty — not as we ought, but as we are able.

Receive our praise and thanksgiving, and by your word and Holy Spirit, bless us
and these simple gifts of bread and wine. May all who share in this meal be filled
with your grace and blessing, receive the forgiveness of sins, be made holy in body
and soul, and share in the joy which you have prepared for all your saints.

To you, Almighty God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — be all honor and glory in
your holy church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A heavenly meal has been set before us.
One which brings life and salvation in Jesus Christ.



INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the

lectern side.
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COMMUNION HYMN “God Loved the World”

[See back of bulletin]

(#323)



TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation” (#654)
[See back of bulletin]
THE DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE "Built on a Rock" F. Ritter

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Altar flowers are presented in honor of my dear niece, Cheryl Reibie Sarge, on a
big birthday by Sue Schenck.

Bulletins are presented in memory of Rachel E. Zehner by Sonny and Connie Teter.

Chancel flowers are presented in memory of my mother, Christine Diefenderfer, by
Hope Clarke.

*Anthem “Amazing Grace” is presented in honor of Mark, Jessie, and Madison
Travor by Doug and Karen Travor. (2025)

*Anthem “Borning Cry” is presented in honor of Robert (Bobby) Schuld II on his
16" birthday (5/31/03) by his Pop Pop and Nana Wolfe.

*Anthem “Our Help, Our Hope, Our Home” is presented in loving memory of
Debbie Moyer by Mary Frances Peiffer and Susan R. Schenck. (2023)
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“BRING YOUR BIBLE” SUNDAY

Today, Reformation Sunday, we celebrate God’s Word continuing at work in the
world. A display of our congregation’s Bibles is available in our Gathering Room.
Please visit our wonderful Bibles and enjoy some refreshments afterwards.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Grounded in traditions of the past, yet open to
opportunities in our day-to-day world, the love of God in Jesus Christ continually
reforms and renews the church. Each day we celebrate the enduring good news of
God’s grace — that Jesus Christ sets us free to live lives shaped by mercy, justice,
and hope. Trusting in the freedom we receive in baptism, we pray that the church

may grow in unity, deepen its worship and expand in its outreach.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, October 26

8 & 10:30 AM
9:15 AM

10:00 AM
12 Noon

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

6 to 8 PM
7:00 PM

Tuesday, October 28
Wednesday, October 29
Thursday, October 30

Saturday, November 1
8:30 AM
5:30 PM

Sunday, November 2
8 & 10:30 AM
9:15 AM

REFORMATION SUNDAY &
“BRING YOUR BIBLE” SUNDAY
Worship with Holy Communion
Adult Forum

Rainbow Friends
Crafters’ Guild

Bell Choir
Chancel Choir

“Trick or Treat” Night in Orwigsburg
Bible Study Fellowship

ALL SAINTS

Chili & Soup Sale “on the Square”
Worship with Holy Communion
Remember to “Fall” back one hour

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Worship with Holy Communion
Adult Forum
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FALL CHILI & SOUP SALE

The “award-winning” Men of St. Paul’s will be selling homemade chili and soup on
Saturday, November 1, beginning at 8:30 a.m., on the square in downtown
Orwigsburg. Many homemade baked goods will also be available to purchase.
Please come early the best selection of delicious foods. Thank you for your support!
Eo e SR S R S S S S o S S o S S S S S S S S e R T T
Our offering plates are in the back of the nave near the center aisle. If you would
like to give an offering, please do so before the service has begun or after our
service is over. Thank you for your support and generosity.
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY (10/26/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers

10:30 AM

GREETER: Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Madelyn Knecht; LECTOR: Sue Schenck
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Wayne Lutsey

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (11/2/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Connie Teter

10:30 AM

GREETER: Bill Smoot; USHER: David Kriner; LECTOR: Elinda Lado
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Cindy Ritschel

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Diane Brobst

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright
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ANNUAL FOOD AND BLANKET DRIVE

Beginning Thursday, October 30 and continuing through November 16, donations
of dry dog and cat food and/or blankets for the local SPCAs will be collected in the
choir room. Please be generous as there is great need, especially at Ruth Steinert
Memorial SPCA!

THANKS FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US!

We look forward to seeing you again. Stay in touch by picking up our newsletter,
visiting our website, following us on Facebook, or watching our weekly video on
YouTube. While we cherish our rich Lutheran heritage, our spirit is rooted in God’s
love. Together let us grow in faith and help our neighbor -- for the glory of God.

WELCA NEWS

We are collecting donations of dark-colored knitted or crocheted hats and scarves
for the Seafarers International House’s “Christmas at Sea” through Sunday,
November 16. A donations box is in the narthex. Thank you!



WE GIVE THANKS FOR OUR SAINTS

We will honor All Saints during worship on Saturday, November 1 and Sunday,
November 2. This year, we remember with love those from our congregation who
have passed since our last observance:
Barbara L. Seidel
Anna K. Kruk
Mary A. Steinert
James ‘W. Spotts
Cheryl[ A. Witman
Sandra J. Freeman
Dean A. Geist
Thomas R. Wehr

As we have done in the past a “Remembrance Table” with framed photographs will
be featured to honor our loved ones who have passed away since our last “All
Saints” observance. We also welcome framed photographs of family and friends
who have left this world in years gone by for our window wells.

Please bring your photos to the church gathering room by Wednesday, October 29
so we can prepare a thoughtful display for our worship space.

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our next Second Sunday School class will be Sunday, November 9. Children ages 1
through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and fellowship
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12 are invited
to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

SIMPLY GIVING MAKES GIVING SIMPLE

“Simply Giving” is a secure and convenient way to support our church through
electronic funds transfer. For more information or to enroll, contact our Treasurer,
Karen Travor, or leave a message at the church office (570-366-2316).

EVANGELISM - UPCOMING EVENTS

The Evangelism Committee will give out treats at Orwigsburg’s Trick-or-Treat
Night on Thursday, October 30 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Come and join us. Costumes
are encouraged.



GATHERING HYMN

“A Mighty Fortress”
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
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Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
u - ni -ty on earth; sup - port us in our fi - nal strife
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mal - ly
and lead us out of death to life.
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton

Karen Travor, Treasurer

484-408-5152 No Email
610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwliutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. o 12 NOON
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It's hard to believe that Christmas Eve is less than two months away. Let us
remember that God has already given us the very best present:. Our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. We are indeed rich and blessed -- because of him!
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COMMUNION HYMN  “God Loved the World”

0 & | \ |
) A I} " T [ [ p=
Gy . . .
Tt 2 7 ’ ’
1 God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus 18 the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are ill, if death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
N S~
e e e ey
P 4 - . I - ! e I
! I ! I ! I
0& | \ \ | \
e e e e e P . .
( o j j ' |
ANV - ‘ =
S r P J $ = &
Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide in
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have done, and jus - ti - fied by

Spir - it Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are  built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be  praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
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LET’S STAY CONNECTED!

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to those who can't join us for
worship. We need updated information for military members and college students
who are away from home. If you have new information or address changes, please
contact any Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-
2316. Thank you for helping St. Paul’s -- stay connected!
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SENDING HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation”
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1 The church’s one foun - da - tion 1s Je - sus Chnist, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scom-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 'Through toil and trib -u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new c¢re - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,

she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys - tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly  bride;

one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,

yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”

till with the vi- sion glo - rious her long -ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her Ilife he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.

and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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“FALL” BACK ONE HOUR

Daylight Saving Time will end at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 2, this year.
Please remember to set your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on
Saturday, November 1. Please check the batteries in your home smoke detectors.
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