Holy Cross Sunday
Sunday, September 14, 2025

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING
PRELUDE "Trumpet Tune" H. Purcell

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GATHERING HYMN “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” (#324)
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he
might draw the whole world to himself. Bless those who look upon the cross and
strengthen them 1n faith, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM NUMBERS

[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] *° but the people became discouraged on
the way. > The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.” ® Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and
against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed
for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it
on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” * So Moses made a
serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent bit someone, that
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. (Numbers 21:4b-9)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98:1-5 (Read responsively)
ISing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.
2With his right hand and his holy arm
has he won for himself the victory.
3The LORD has made known his victory;
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
“‘He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
>Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

A READING FROM FIRST CORINTHIANS
'8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. !° For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”



20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 2 For Jews
ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2* but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, >*but to those who are the

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
(1 Corinthians 1:18-14)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 1° “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man. '* And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, ' that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in

order that the world might be saved through him.” (John 3:13-17)
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “God’s Work. Our Hands”
[See back of bulletin]



BLESSING AND SENDING FOR MISSION (10:30 A.M. ONLY)

Today, we thank God and ask for his blessing as we complete our “God’s Work.
Our Hands.” project. We give thanks for the donations gathered and bless them as
we send them to “Servants to All — My Father’s House” to serve those in need.

Let us pray: Blessed are you, Lord our God, ruler of the universe. We join all
creation in praising you and thank you for every good gift you have given us.
Renew in us a spirit of thankfulness and generosity and strengthen our desire to
serve those in need.

We ask your blessing upon Executive Director Janette Triano Sinn and all who
work at Servants to All. May their work be fruitful and may they find comfort and
encouragement knowing they walk in your ways.

Bless the donations we offer today and bless all who will receive them. May these
gifts be signs of hope and may each person who receives them know that they are
valued, loved, and never forgotten.

Almighty and eternal God, you love us more than we can understand or imagine.
Through Jesus Christ, you have shown your boundless love to the world, so we may
have life in abundance and the promise of life everlasting.

Make us your hands in the world -- feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless,
clothing those in need, offering rest to the weary, welcoming the strangers, bring
hope to those who despair, and showing your love to all people.

To you, O God, be all glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and forever. Amen.

NICENE CREED (Read in Unison)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he 1s worshiped and glorified,

He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Sustaining God, guide your church as it walks in your way. Give us patience in our
journey and perseverance in our labor. Protect us from harmful division and foolish
doubt. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Creator God, renew the earth. Heal our planet from the harm caused by greed and
misuse. Teach us to honor all life as a gift from you. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

God of wisdom, grant discernment to those in authority. Frustrate the plans of the
proud, bring low the mighty, and strengthen those who humbly work for justice and
peace. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of mercy, bring relief to all who suffer and comfort all who grieve. We
especially pray for everyone on our prayer list and for all whose needs are known
only to you. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, lead your people in truth and love. Protect us from the world’s lies,
deepen our faith, and inspire us to serve others with joy. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

Merciful God, you welcome all your children into your care and keeping. We give
you thanks for all your saints. Comfort and sustain us in the hope of resurrection to
eternal life. God of grace, receive our prayer.



(The Pastor concludes): Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and
hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross" W. Doane
OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise,

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord, who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless 1s your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Lord’s banquet is now ready. All are welcome.
Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord.



INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a
wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. If you require a gluten free wafer, please request it from the pastor.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the
lectern side.
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COMMUNION HYMN “God Loved the World” (#323)
[See back of bulletin]
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our
lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



SENDING

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” (#660)
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Altar flowers are presented in loving memory of father and grandfather, Ralph A.
Reibie, by Sue, Kurt, and Juli Schenck.

Chancel flowers are presented in memory of Betty L. Potts on her birthday (Sept.
9™) by her daughter and family.

Bulletins are presented in memory of my brother, John (Jack) Lengel by James
***:::e*rifg*ei'**********************************************************
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Today we celebrate the Holy Cross, the sign
of Jesus’ love and victory. Long ago, God brought healing to the Israelites through
a bronze serpent lifted on a pole. In a similar way, Jesus was lifted up on the cross
to bring healing and new life to the world. The apostle Paul reminds us that the
cross—though it seems like weakness and foolishness—is truly the power and
wisdom of God. Each time we make the sign of the cross, we remember our
baptism and the new life we have received through Jesus Christ.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, September 14 HOLY CROSS SUNDAY
“GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS”
8 & 10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Adult Forum and
Youth Sunday School
10:30 AM  Children’s Sunday School

Wednesday, September 17  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir
Thursday, September 18 7:00 PM  Bible Study Fellowship
Saturday, September 14 5:30PM  Worship
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY (9/14/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers

10:30 AM

GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Karen Travor; LECTOR: Hope Clarke
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kristin Durkee

ALTAR GUILD: Barbara Laftko and Amy Dewald

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/21/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald

10:30 AM

GREETER: Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Jeff Ritschel; LECTOR: Julianne Schenck
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Becky Smoot

ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke and Madelyn Knecht

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner
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WHERE ARE OUR OFFERING PLATES?

Our offering plates are in the back of the nave near the center aisle. If you would
like to give an offering, please do so before the service has begun or after our
service is over. Thank you for your generosity.

SERVICE MINISTRY BAZAAR

Our Service Ministry will host its Annual Bazaar on Saturday, October 4, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. in Reidler Hall. The event will include delicious food, an auction of
gift baskets, vendors and crafters offering handmade items, and homemade candies
and pies for purchase. It’s also a great chance to catch up with your friends and
neighbors.

Sign-up sheets to volunteer your time or provide needed items are in the Gathering
Room. Proceeds from this annual fundraiser will help individuals and families in
need in our area. Please join us for this special community event!

NOTE: If you have glass quart jars from previous events, please bring them to the
church so that they can be reused. Thank vyou!




GATHERING HYMN “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
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ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC

Everyone is invited to come to our annual church picnic at Albright’s Woods
Pavilion on NEXT SUNDAY, September 21. This event will follow our 10:30 a.m.
service at the church. Hot dogs and beverages will be provided by the Evangelism
Committee. Covered dishes to share are welcome but not required. There will be
games for all ages, and donations for Bingo prizes are appreciated.

A sign-up sheet is in our gathering room. Please sign up by Friday, September 19,

so we can provide enough hot dogs and beverages for everyone. Hope to see you at
the picnic!



HYMN OF THE DAY “God’s Work. Our Hands”
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1 God’s work, our hands: work -ing to - geth - er
2 God’s work, our feet: trav - 'ling to - geth - e,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim-ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-'ring  the cold.

run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,

Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your  way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your  call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

THANKS FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US!

We look forward to seeing you again. Stay in touch by picking up our newsletter,
visiting our website, following us on Facebook, or watching our weekly video on
YouTube. While we cherish our rich Lutheran heritage, our spirit is rooted in God’s
love. Together let us grow in faith and help our neighbor -- for the glory of God.



COMMUNION HYMN  “God Loved the World”
ﬁ_uhl R I I dl | 4 4
L | | 1 | [+,
A . F s 7 PELESESE == s
I God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
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“BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS” SERVICE
AT ALBRIGHT’S WOODS

We will hold our annual “Blessing of the Animals” service at Albright’s Woods
Pavilion on Sunday, October 5 at 2 p.m. This event is rain or shine. All friendly
leashed (or housed) animals, who slither, crawl, hop, walk, swim, or fly, are

welcome to participate in this rain or shine event.



SENDING HYMN “Lift High the Cross”
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where  our cap - tain  trod,
2 Al new - born  ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
30 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall  our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows  the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all  to  thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - ry!
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF
Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076  justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316  office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email
Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797  karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617  cwlutsey@gmail.com
Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. fo 12 NOON
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