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*********************************************************************************** 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The present version of the Lord’s Prayer, as 

commonly recited today, developed through a 

blend of biblical tradition, liturgical practice, 

and the history of translation. It originates from 

two passages in the New Testament: the longer 

version in Matthew 6:9–13, and a shorter 

version in Luke 11:2–4.  

[Jesus said,]“Pray then in this way: Our 

Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

also have forgiven our debtors. And do not 

bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us 

from the evil one.” (Matthew 6:9–13, NRSV) 

“[Jesus] said to them, ‘When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. Your 

kingdom come. Give us each day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our sins, for we 

ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial.’” 
(Luke 11:2–4, NRSV) 

Of the two, Matthew’s account became the 

foundation for most liturgical use, due to its 

fuller structure and poetic rhythm. Early 

Christian communities quickly embraced the 

prayer. The Didache, a first-century Christian 

manual, included a version nearly identical to 

Matthew’s and instructed believers to pray it 

three times daily. This practice took root in 

worship, especially in connection with the 

Sacrament of the Holy Communion. 

Originally spoken in Aramaic, this prayer was 

translated into New Testament Greek and then 

into Latin, eventually making its way into 

vernacular languages. The English wording 

familiar to many today was shaped by the King 

James Version of 1611, which helped 

standardize phrases like “Our Father who art in 

heaven…”  

Notably, the doxology—“For thine is the 

kingdom…”—was not part of the original 

biblical text. It likely comes from early church 

liturgies and is included in many Protestant 

traditions. Curiously over time, different 

Christian denominations adopted varied 

versions, such as “debts,” “trespasses,” or 

“sins,” depending on theological nuance and 

tradition. 

The version we know now is a product of 

scripture, communal worship, and centuries of 

adaptation. While deeply rooted in Jesus’ 

teachings, it remains a living prayer, continuing 

to speak to people in new ways across cultures 

and generations.  

Prayer is a gift—please take time to pray every 

day. Lift up others, even when they don’t ask. 

Give thanks to God for every blessing. And 

pray with hope and expectation, knowing that 

God listens, loves, and responds with grace. 

Peace, Joy, Hope, and Love! 

Pastor Mike 
  



WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

On Wednesday, September 3 at 12 noon in 

Albright's Woods, we will join in fellowship 

with women from UCC, Salem Methodist and 

Red Church. Please bring your own lunch. The 

purpose is to share our achievements in various 

projects and missions. 

Our next regular meeting will be on Tuesday, 

September 9, at 1:00 p.m. in Reidler Hall. The 

In-Gathering offering received this time will be 

given to the Orwigsburg Center Square 

Beautification Project.  

Please continue to support our collection of 

dark-colored hats/scarves for the Seamen’s 

International project with your talents of 

knitting, crocheting or shopping. 

We hope you are enjoying the summer and look 

forward to seeing you in September. 

ADULT FORUM NEWS 

Adult Forum will resume Sunday September 

14, 2025. We will begin exploring “The 

Psalms.” Please notify Barbara Lafko at 

bjlafko@yahoo.com or 570-366-1208 if you 

will be joining this group so that enough 

reference materials can be provided. You can 

also notify the church office. We meet on 

Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the church 

parlor. Think about joining us. 

Barbara 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

During the summer, the church office is open 

Monday through Thursday, from 9:00 a.m. to 

12:00 noon. If you call outside these hours, 

please leave a message with your name and 

phone number at 570-366-2316, and we’ll get 

back to you as soon as possible. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

Because our Council did not meet in July, there 

are no “Highlights” to share in this issue. Our 

council will meet again on Monday, August 11 

at 7:00 p.m.  

“REGULAR” WORSHIP 

TIMES RETURN 

Beginning on Sunday, September 7 (the Sunday 

AFTER Labor Day), we will return to our 

“regular” worship schedule. Services will be 

held on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m. and on 

Sunday mornings at 8 and 10:30 a.m. Holy 

Communion will continue to be shared on the 

first Saturday of each month and at every 

Sunday service. 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 

Everyone is welcome—young and old—to our 

annual Church Picnic at Albright’s Woods 

Pavilion on Sunday, September 21, right after 

the 10:30 a.m. service. 

We will provide hot dogs and beverages. Please 

bring a covered dish to share, if you’re able. We 

welcome donations for bingo prizes. There will 

be games and activities for all ages. If it rains, 

we will move the festivities to Reidler Hall in 

the church basement.  

A sign-up sheet will be available in the 

Gathering Room in September, so we can plan 

for enough food and drinks. 

SERVICE MINISTRY BAZAAR 

Our Service Ministry will host its annual Bazaar 

on Saturday, October 4, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. in Reidler Hall.  

This event will feature lots of good food, a large 

gift basket auction, local vendors and crafters, 

candies and pies for sale, and an opportunity to 

visit with your friends and neighbors. Proceeds 

from this annual fundraiser will benefit those in 

need in our community. Please mark your 

calendar for this special event! 

LARGE PRINT VERSIONS OF OUR 

NEWSLETTER ARE AVAILABLE 

If you or someone you know has difficulty 

reading our newsletter, please call our church 

office.  



“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” 

We continue to collect donations for Servants to 

All – My Father’s House as part of our “God’s 

Work. Our Hands.” outreach. A collection box 

is available in the narthex throughout the 

summer. 

Items most needed include:  

Hygiene supplies: tampons/pads, 

toothbrushes, toothpastes, deodorants, 

soaps, wet wipes, disposable razors, 

lotions, bath towels, and washcloths 

(new or gently used).  

Bedding: twin or full-sized sheet sets, 

blankets, pillows, and pillowcases (new 

or gently used).  

Cleaning supplies: all-purpose cleaners, 

laundry detergents, disinfectants, hand 

sanitizers, mops, brooms, and buckets. 

This drive will conclude on Sunday, August 31. 

On September 14, we will observe “GWOH 

Sunday” as we dedicate our gifts and send them 

to those in need in our area.  

Let’s support our neighbors in need and live out 

our call to Christian service. Thank you for your 

generosity! 

 

PROGRESSIVE PICNIC 

Our Progressive Picnic scheduled for Saturday, 

August 16, from 6 to 9 p.m. will be held at the 

home of Steve and Robin Zimmerman.  A sign-

up sheet is in the Gathering Room. Come and 

enjoy visiting with your church family! 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE NEWS 

We extend our Thanks to Sarah Kramer for her 

many, many years of serving on the Memorial 

Committee. 

REIDLER HALL 

“CARE COMMITTEE” 

The renovations in Reidler Hall continue and 

our drab basement is turning into a beautiful 

space, full of potential. It is exciting to see the 

transformation        

As more rental requests come in, we recognize 

the need for a “Care Committee” to assist Carl 

in setting up, decorating, maintaining order in 

the kitchen and rentable rooms, Spring 

cleanings, washing tablecloths, and 

collaborating with renters, etc. This group will 

be on call as needed.  

If you are interested in helping us keep Reidler 

Hall looking its best and ready for renters, 

please put a note with your name and phone 

number in the Reidler Hall church mailbox or 

contact Amy in our church office. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

TO MEET 

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) is an 

international, scripture-based non-denominal 

Bible study for women that recently established 

an Orwigsburg location. Beginning Thursday, 

September 11, this group will meet in Reidler 

Hall every Thursday evening at 7 p.m. 

If you would like to participate, please register 

by August 10, so that a book order may be 

placed in time for the start of this group. For 

more information, please contact Elinda Lado at 

570-573-0898. 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD 

Our Crafters’ Guild will meet on Wednesday, 

August 13 at 12 noon in Reidler Hall. Come 

and enjoy fellowship, fun, and a chance to learn 

new crafting skills together! We also welcome 

donations of handmade items if you prefer to 

craft at home. 

If you’d like to be part of our group, please 

contact the church office at 570-366-2316 and 

ask to be added to our email list.  



 

JOIN US TO SEE NOAH 

AT SIGHT & SOUND THEATRES! 

Join us for a trip to Sight & Sound Theatres to 

see Noah on Thursday, October 16, or Saturday, 

October 18. Our coach bus will depart from the 

M&T Bank parking lot on the square at 8:30 

a.m. If you park at St. Paul’s, transportation will 

be available to the lot. The performance runs 

from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and large bags 

(except diaper or medical bags) are not 

permitted. 

After the show, we will enjoy a late lunch at 

Shady Maple’s Smorgasbord before returning to 

the M&T Bank lot around 5:30 p.m. There are 

56 available seats for each date, and friends and 

family are welcome. 

Tickets are $160 per adult and $100 per child, 

covering transportation, the show, the meal, the 

tax, and tips.  

Tickets are still available for both dates. Checks 

should be made payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church with "Noah Tickets" noted in the memo 

line. All payments are due by August 15.   

If you are interested, please contact Sarah Eger 

at 570-394-3522. 

SOCIAL MEDIA NEWS 

The “Blessing of the Backpacks” will be held 

on Sunday, August 24, at our 9:30 a.m. service. 

Teachers, students, school staff, parents, and 

guardians are invited to attend. Refreshments 

and fellowship will follow. 

Our annual “Blessing of the Animals/St. 

Francis” event will be held at 2:00 p.m. on 

Sunday, October 5, at the Albright’s Woods 

Pavilion “rain or shine.” Bring your pet(s), no 

matter how big or small, to receive a 

blessing – and more!  

 

STIC NEWS 

“Everyday Stewards”??? 

It occurs to me that while there are no 

significant STiC activities scheduled for this 

August, we still do everyday things which ARE 

significant.  

Some time ago, a mentor impressed on us the 

very critical importance of being an ‘everyday 

steward’…and they defined it as the person who 

picks up some litter they come across (even 

though they didn’t put it there), chooses re-

usable cups and plates (even though paper is so 

much more convenient), who finds ways to re-

use items (which others might toss after one 

use), who brings blooms to a sick or house 

bound soul… 

You get the point. Acting as a group of 

everyday stewards has the forward motion of a 

powerful wave, each of us contributing to that 

power. 

So, while bringing used newspapers to church 

seems such a ‘small’ thing, in concert, it brings 

a powerful help to Red Creek Wildlife. Each 

step you take on our “Walk to Soweto”, being 

an outdoor walk, fills YOU with the beauty and 

healing aspects of the natural world given us by 

our great Creator. 

So bring your newspapers and walking logs. 

And thank you for being  “everyday 

stewards”!!! 

En Cristo, 

~Sue Reier 

PLEASE GIVE 

TO OUR FOOD PANTRY 

We encourage everyone to continue to support 

our Community Food Pantry over the summer 

months. A box for non-perishable food items as 

well as much needed paper towels is in our 

narthex. Let’s continue to help feed our 

neighbors in need! 

  



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Welcome to the start of another school year!! 

Sunday School will be starting back up every 

second Sunday of the month, beginning on 

Sunday, September 14. 

Children aged 7 through 12 will meet between 

the two services from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

(Parents and younger siblings are invited to 

stay and enjoy fellowship time with snacks and 

coffee while their older children are in class.) 

Children aged 1 through 6 will meet during the 

10:30 a.m. worship service. 

Please note the following dates and join us if 

you are able! 

• Sunday, August 24- "Blessing of the 

Backpacks" with snacks following the 

9:30 a.m. service. 

• Sunday, Sept. 14- Sunday School 

resumes!!  

• Sunday, Sept. 21- Annual Church 

Picnic. I will have children's games!  

Mark your calendars. We can't wait to see you 

soon! 

Sarah Eger 

570-394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The Library Ladies are making older books 

available to the congregation on Sundays 

throughout the summer months to create space 

for new additions to the library.  

You are welcome to choose books that you 

would like to keep and read. Perhaps pick up a 

book or two for a friend or neighbor. New 

books will be added to the Library Corner as 

space is made available.  

Enjoy your summer and don’t forget to “chill 

out” with a good book! 

Your friendly library mice, 

Melvin, Herman, and Lucy 

“SIMPLY GIVING” 

MAKES GIVING SIMPLE 

"Simply Giving" is an electronic giving program 

designed to make it easy and convenient for church 

members to contribute to the ministries of their 

congregation. Here are some key features: 

• Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT): 

Contributions are transferred electronically from 

your bank account, debit, or credit card to the 

church, ensuring a steady and uninterrupted 

flow of support. 

• Convenience: You can set up recurring gifts 

(weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly) and change 

the amount or frequency at any time. 

• Security: The process is secure, providing 

peace of mind that your contributions are safely 

received. 

• No Fees: There are no fees for participating in 

the program. 

• Flexibility: Contributions can be directed to the 

current offering or to specific funds within the 

church. 

• Stewardship: It helps you plan and commit to 

regular giving, making it easier to manage your 

financial support for the church. 

Please talk with our Treasurer, Karen Travor or 

leave a message at our church office (570-366-

2316), if you are interested in “Simply Giving.” 

 

RECYCLE YOUR 

GREETING CARDS 

Our recent Notecard Craft Day was a wonderful 

success! Led by Pat Kunkle, eight creative 

women gathered to craft over 50 handmade 

notecards.  

You can support this project by donating the 

fronts of any greeting cards you receive. We’ll 

recycle them into more beautiful notecards. Just 

drop them off in the Crafters’ Guild mailbox 

near the church office.  

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com


AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 3 Thomas Wagner 

 4 Colin Kane 

 5 Dawn Leibold 

 6 Candice Schuld 

 7 Jeremy Houser 

 8 Diane Madeira, Deb Maurer 

 9 Loretta Leymeister, Rebecca Wehr Miller 

10 Stuart Blair 

11 Mark Herb, Debra Trubilla, Kayleigh Elser, 

Sarah Davenport 

12 Leona Yeager, Deric Mosher 

14 Dakota Butler, Patrick Direnzo 

15 Diane Long, Tyler Post 

16 David Kaiser, James Riotto, Logan Shoener 

17 Emily Zehner 

19 Rachel Burke 

20 Lucas Shoener, Alicia Kunkel 

21 Barbara Sterner, Sharon Otstott,  

 Sherri Yorski, Courtney Dukmen 

23 Steven Mintz, Lynn Smith, Shirley Correll, 

  Carol Heydt 

24 Crystal Brensinger, Ned Eisenhuth 

25 Sydney Riegel, Jayce Pelletier 

27 Ashley Keyworth, Christine Hylan, 

 Gabrielle Krause 

28 Linda Frampton 

31 Jennifer Correll 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 2 Dean & Janet Geist, Nicholas & Shannon 

Rogers 

 3 Evan & Pat Davis 

 7 Tim & Marissa Horbal, Joe & Darcy Medica 

 9 Andrew & Erin Winkel 

10 Mike & Barbara Barner  

13 Tom & Gwen Wehr, David & Jill Krewson, 

 Doug & Marcy Hinnershitz 

14 Bob & Linda Frampton 

19 Bill & Cindy Moyer, Rob & Sue Reier 

************************************** 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in 
him my heart trusts; so I am helped, and 
my heart exults, and with my song I give 
thanks to him.                             Psalm 28:7 

AUGUST FLOWERS 

August 3 

Altar: In memory of Russell C. Zehner by 

Sonny and Connie Teter. 

Chancel: OPEN 

August 10 

Altar: In honor of Tom and Gwen Wehr’s 59th 

anniversary by their family. 

Chancel: OPEN 

August 17 

Altar: OPEN 

Chancel: OPEN 

August 24 

Altar: OPEN 

Chancel: OPEN 

August 31 

Altar: OPEN 

Chancel: OPEN 

AUGUST BULLETINS 

August 4: OPEN 

August 11: OPEN 

August 18: OPEN 

August 25: OPEN 

************************************** 

LET’S STAY CONNECTED! 

Our Evangelism Committee continues to send 

out greeting cards to members who are 

homebound, college students living away, and 

military personnel serving far from home. 

These cards carry our prayers, love, and 

encouragement. 

If you have a new address, know someone who 

should be added to our list, or have updates to 

share, please call the church office. Your help 

makes this ministry possible. 

        “The church isn't a place you go, it's a 

family you belong to. Rooted in grace, held 

together by love, and growing stronger 

through the sharing of God’s Word and 

Sacrament! 

  



AUGUST 2025 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

*********************************************************************************** 
SUNDAY AUGUST 3 AUGUST 10 AUGUST 17 AUGUST 24 AUGUST 31 
9:30 AM  

GREETER  Cindy Ritschel Cindy Ritschel TBA TBA Sarah Eger 

USHER(S) Bill Smoot Diane Brobst Tina Butler Gwen Wehr TBA 

LECTOR Becky Smoot Grayson Dewald Elizabeth Dewald Eric Eger Chris Long 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Dave Krewson Deb O’Connor Connie Teter Wayne Lutsey Sue Schenck 

ALTAR GUILD Joyce O’Rourke Kathy Miller Kathy Miller Joanne Emerich Joanne Emerich  
 Becky Smoot Connie Teter Connie Teter Gwen Wehr Gwen Wehr 

COUNTERS Gwen Wehr Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter Gwen Wehr 
 Glenda Bright Diane Brobst Gloria Dierwechter Joanne Emerich Glenda Bright 
    Pat Davis Barb Sterner  

*********************************************************************************** 

DON’T WANT 

CHURCH ENVELOPES? 

There are lots of good reasons to use church 

envelopes, but if you don’t want them, please 

call our church office as soon as possible. Leave 

a message with your name and phone number if 

the office is closed when you call. We can help 

take you off our envelope mailing list. 

REBATES FROM 

BOYER’S FOOD MARKETS 

St. Paul’s will earn a rebate of 1% of your 

grocery shopping bill if you participate in 

Boyer’s Rebate Program. 

On the gathering room table under the bulletin 

board, there is a mug of scannable keychain 

cards. Take a keychain card, shop at Boyer’s 

Food Market, and present your card to a cashier 

while your items are being scanned, and you are 

done! Boyer’s will rebate 1% of your total 

purchases (excluding tax, milk, and cigarettes) 

and send us a check twice every year.  

If you have not done so already, pick up a 

scannable Boyer’s Food Market keychain card 

today! Shop and donate to St. Paul’s! 

 

CHANCEL FLOWER ORDERS 

Chancel flower orders must be called in to 

Forget-Me-Not Floral by TUESDAY each 

week. Please make sure you PRINT your 

information in the green dedication book or call 

Sue Schenck at 570-386-2647 (or the church 

office) that day with your dedications. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

If you are the parent or guardian of a young 

person who has not yet received the Sacrament 

of Holy Communion and would like to do so, 

please contact Pastor Mike. 

PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY! 

Let’s keep children safe by being alert and 

watching for school buses or vans when they 

are picking up in the morning or dropping off at 

home in the afternoon. Be safe and keep our 

children safe, too. 

  



AUGUST 2025 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

5:30 p.m. 

Worship w/ 

Holy Communion 

3 

8 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

w/ Holy 

Communion 

4 

6:30 p.m. Worship 

& Music 

5 

6:30 p.m. Evangelism 

6 7 

5:00 p.m. 

“Farm to Square” 

Event  

8 9 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

10 

9 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

w/ Holy 

Communion 

11 

7:00 p.m. 

Council 

12 

6:00 p.m. 

Service Ministry 

13 

12 Noon 

Crafter’s Guild 

14 

 

15 16 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

6:00 p.m. 

Progressive Picnic 

17 

10 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

w/ Holy 

Communion 

18 19 20 

 

21 22 23 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

24 

11 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

“The Blessing of 

the Backpacks” 

25 

School begins at 

Blue Mountain 

School District 

t 

26 27 28 29 

 

30 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

31 

12 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

w/ Holy 

Communion 

9/1 

LABOR DAY 

HOLIDAY 

Church Office is 

closed. 

     

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email Address 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-366-8766 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 12 NOON 
*********************************************************************************** 

“I HAVE HELD MANY THINGS IN MY HANDS AND HAVE LOST THEM ALL;  
BUT WHATEVER I HAVE PLACED IN GOD’S HANDS, THAT I STILL POSSESS.” 

Martin Luther  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Progressive Picnic on Saturday, August 16 at 6:00 p.m. 

“Blessing of the Backpacks” on Sunday, August 24 at 9:30 a.m. 

Visit our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org. Watch us on YouTube. 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg. 
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