Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 13, 2025

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING

PRELUDE "Fairest Lord Jesus" J. Raney
Kate Kauffman & Justin McClure, piano duet

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GATHERING HYMN  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (#836)
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, your mercy fills us with joy, and the world longs for your gentle
touch. Listen to those who are hurting and help us love our neighbors with the love
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM DEUTERONOMY

*The LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your
undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit
of your soil. For the LORD will again take delight in prospering you, just as he
delighted in prospering your ancestors, '®when you obey the LORD your God by
observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the law,
because you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.
"Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for
you, nor is it too far away. !%It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go
up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?”
BNeither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other side
of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” *No, the
word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.
(Deuteronomy 30:9-14)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-10 (Read responsively)
ITo you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
20 my God, in you I trust;
do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me.
3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
‘Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.
SLead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.



’Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD,
and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness' sake, O LORD!
8Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
’He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.
19A11 the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.

A READING FROM COLOSSIANS
"Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
*for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all
the saints, *because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this
hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel ®that has come to you. Just as it is
bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among
yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God.
"This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful
minister of Christ on your behalf, 3and he has made known to us your love in the
Spirit.

°For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you
and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, '%so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the
knowledge of God. '"May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from
his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience,
while joyfully '“giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. '*He has rescued us from the power of darkness
and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, *in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:1-14)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” 2°He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you
read there?” 2"He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do
this, and you will live.”

2But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
39Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the
hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half
dead. *'Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and
saw him, passed by on the other side. *But a Samaritan while traveling came near
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. **He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 3*The next day he took
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when
I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” 3*Which of these three, do
you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 3"He
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

(Luke 10:25-37)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” (#772)
[See back of bulletin]

THE APOSTLES' CREED (Read in Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Saving God, open our eyes to your truth and help us to love as you love. Encourage
and bless all who teach as they strive to share your good and gracious gifts with
others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Creator God, bless the world which we share with our neighbors. Sustain farmers
and farm workers as they daily labor and renew lands that are parched or flooded.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Watchful God, instill in leaders of the world a desire to strive for peace and
promote the common good. Open their hearts to help those who are most
vulnerable. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for the families whose loved ones have been swept away by
storm and flood. Comfort those who grieve and daily remind them of your promise
of eternal life. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Healing God, bring new life to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We especially
pray for everyone on our prayer list and for those near and far who need prayer.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give you thanks for all those who have lived and died in faith. Help
us to follow where they have led the way as we await your great and final
homecoming. God of grace, hear our prayer.



(The Pastor concludes): Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and
hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY "Holy, Holy, Holy" J. Raney
Kate Kauffman & Justin McClure, piano duet
OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness, you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them, we offer ourselves to your service and
dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the
sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and 1n all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord, who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Lord’s banquet is now ready. All are welcome.
Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a
wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before

consuming it.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest. If you are unable to come forward
to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the
lectern side.



AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMN  “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” (#712)
[See back of bulletin]
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN  “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” (#722)
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE "Triumphant Finale" T. Bilss

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Altar flowers are presented in honor of Dana’s birthday by Heather, Barry, and
Dana Jenkins.

Chancel flowers are presented in honor of Sarah Eger’s birthday by Eric, Gabby,
and Owen Eger.
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Introduction to the Day: To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul,
strength, and mind is to embody how we should care for our neighbors. That mercy
was made most visible in the good news that has come to us through the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That same grace meets us again in the waters of
baptism, at the table of communion, and through the word proclaimed. It is as close
to you as your own breath.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, July 13 9:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
Thursday, July 17 12 Noon Crafters’ Guild
Saturday, July 19 5:30 PM Worship

Sunday, July 20 9:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion

Refreshments following the service
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SERVING TODAY (7/13/25)

9:30 AM

GREETER: Kristin Durkee; USHER: Carl Heintzelman; LECTOR: Doug Travor
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Deb Bolinsky

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (7/20/25)

9:30 AM

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Chris Long; LECTOR: Pat Kunkle
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Tina Butler

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis



GATHERING HYMN

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, carth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth - er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love cach oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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OUR SUMMER “BOOK DRIVE” CONTINUES

Our Service Ministry committee 1s seeking donations of new or gently used books
for infants, preschool-aged children, and early readers. These books will benefit

families served by our Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry. A box for donations has been
placed in our narthex. Please be generous!



HYMN OF THE DAY “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”
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I Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!

2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;

3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to keep;

4 Make me to walk in  your com-mands,’tis a de-light-ful road;
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!

2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;

3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to keep;

4 Make me to walk in  your com-mands,’tis a de-light- ful road;
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PROGRESSIVE PICNIC

The Progressive Picnic is scheduled for Saturday, August 16 from 6 to 9 p.m. To
date only one has one host has volunteered. Our Evangelism Committee would like
to have 1 or 2 more hosts. If you would like to volunteer to host this picnic, please
contact any committee member or call the church office. A sign-up sheet to attend is
in the Gathering Room. Thank you!

HOST A SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TABLE

Our Summer Fellowship Table provides a time for members to connect with each
other and enjoy light refreshments after the 9:30 a.m. service. Any church
committee, family, group, or individual can host a Summer Fellowship Table. A
sign-up sheet is in the Gathering Room.

LET’S STAY CONNECTED!

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to those who can't join us for
worship. We need updated information for military members and college students
who are away from home. If you have new information or address changes, please
contact any Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-
2316. Thank you for helping St. Paul’s -- stay connected!



COMMUNION HYMN

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”
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ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,

Lord, whose love in  hum-ble

2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
free -dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.

who up - on
still the cap - tives long for

in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in  free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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SENDING HYMN  “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”
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1 O Christ, your heart,com - pas-sion -ate, bore ev - 'ty hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed thosecast down and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Chnst,cre - ate new heartsin us that beat in time with yours,
4 O Love that made the dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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Its beat - ing was the pulse of God; its breadth, God’s vast do - main.
so  may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.
whose arms stretched wideup - on  a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rthyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,

We are your bod -y, ris - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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to write  God’s love in  hu-mandeeds,e - ter - ni-ty in time.
and help us  bear an - oth-er’s pain as though it were our own.
that through our life and min -is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sac - r1i-fice of praise!
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LIBRARY NEWS

The Library Ladies are making older books available to the congregation during
Sundays in July to create space for new additions to the library. You are welcome to
choose books from the table in the Gathering Room that you would like to keep and
read. New books will be added to the Library Corner as space is made available.

RECYCLE YOUR GREETING CARDS?

The Crafters’ Guild are making notecards from recycled greeting cards. These cards
will be available for sale at the Orwigsburg Heritage Day and other events
throughout the year. You can support this project by donating the fronts of any
greeting cards you receive. We’ll recycle them into more beautiful notecards. Just
drop them off in the Crafters’ Guild mailbox near the church office.

WILL WE PASS AROUND THE OFFERING PLATES TODAY?

No. But that shouldn’t stop you from giving an offering today. During the summer
months our offering plates are kept in the back of the nave near the center aisle. If
you would like to give an offering, please do so before the service has begun or
after our service 1s over. Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned.
Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God.
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076  justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316  office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797  karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON
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