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*********************************************************************************** 

LET US CELEBRATE 

OUR INDEPENDENCE DAY 

AS PEOPLE OF FAITH 

While our human freedom is limited and 

imperfect, we thank God for the gift of liberty and 

for those who work to preserve peace and serve 

the common good. 

We give thanks to God for the peace and 

stability in our communities: “Seek the welfare 

of the city where I have sent you... and pray to the 

Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 

your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:7) 

We give thanks to God for those who serve in 

public roles: “For the Lord's sake accept the 

authority of every human institution... For it is 

God’s will that by doing right you should silence 

the ignorance of the foolish.” (1 Peter 2:13, 15) 

We give thanks to God for the freedom to 

worship and serve others: “As we have 

opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and 

especially for those of the family of faith.” 
(Galatians 6:10) 

We give thanks to God for the beauty and 

abundance of creation around us: “The earth is 

the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and 

those who live in it.” (Psalm 24:1) 

And we remember God’s call to live justly and 

deal mercifully with others: “He has told you, O 

mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice, and to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
(Micah 6:8)

As we celebrate Independence Day, let us give 

thanks to God for the blessings which we enjoy as 

Americans, but let us also to renew our 

commitment to love and to serve our neighbors in 

Christ’s name. 

Peace, Joy, Hope, and Love! 

Pastor Mike 
************************************** 

WELCA 

On June 11 sixteen women enjoyed a nice sunny 

day picnic on the patio of Sue and Juli Schenck. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 

9 at 1:00 p.m. in Reidler Hall.  

In addition to this meeting, arrangements are 

being made for a joint gathering of women from 

St. Paul's, UCC, Salem Methodist, and Red 

Church. on Wednesday, September 3 at Albrights' 

Woods Pavilion. Watch your August newsletter 

and bulletins for updates. 

At the May meeting, a motion was made and 

accepted to donate the September In-Gathering 

offering to the Orwigsburg Center Square 

Beautification Project. 

During the upcoming months, please keep in 

mind our collection of dark-colored hats/scarves 

for the Seafarers International House, which we 

mail to them at the end of November. 

Best wishes for the rest of the summer and we 

look forward to a fall season with exciting 

programs and good fellowship.  



REIDLER HALL UPDATE 

Work continues in the basement! The new floor 

is being laid in the old Sunday School rooms. It 

looks fantastic; bright and updated! A big thank 

you to Kerry Sterner for all his hard work!  

What We Are Working On: 

• Cleaning out the kitchen of unnecessary, 

broken, or unusable items. [If you have left 

anything in the kitchen, please remove it as 

soon as possible. Please take it home or it 

will be donated or thrown out.] 

• Gathering items for a "Kitchen Shower." 

The Reidler Hall Committee has taken an 

inventory of items necessary to make our 

church kitchen usable, functional, and 

efficient.  We will be purchasing these items 

for a stress-free "Kitchen Shower." 

What is a "Kitchen Shower”? We envision a 

kitchen shower as a stress-free way for church 

members to help donate items for the kitchen, 

from the convenience of our church. Committee 

members will gather, wrap, and price the 

kitchen items. We will put them out on display 

starting on Sunday, August 24.  Church 

members can visit Reidler Hall to have a snack 

and shop for items to donate to the church 

kitchen.  

If you can't join us on August 24, it’s not a 

problem! Unsold items will remain on display 

for a few weeks following the "shower."  

Please join us on Sunday, August 24th, in 

Reidler Hall, following the church service for 

our Kitchen Shower!  

What's Next on our To-Do List: 

• Continue cleaning out and organizing 

closets in the basement.  

• Paint the basement hallway 

• Find funds for a kitchen remodel 

Reidler Hall Fund envelopes are available in the 

narthex. In addition to your regular offering, we 

invite you to consider an extra gift to support 

the ongoing remodel.  

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

1. The installation of new flooring 

throughout Reidler Hall to replace the 

quite worn carpet is underway and 

expected to be completed by the month’s 

end. Appropriate improvements to the 

kitchen are also being discussed. While 

there is no firm plan yet, it's likely to 

include new sinks, a dishwasher, a new 

island, etc. 

2. On June 2, the Finance Committee 

completed its review of the 2024 

financial record keeping for accounts 

overseen by the Treasurer, WELCA, and 

Service & Ministry. Everything is in 

order with the internal audit summary to 

be shared with Council at its August 

meeting for endorsement on to the 

February congregational meeting. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Regularly scheduled Second Sunday-Sunday 

School classes will take a summer break for 

June, July, and August, and will resume in 

September.  Wishing you a blessed summer! 

 

Sarah Eger - 570-394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC! 

Everyone is welcome—young and old—to our 

annual Church Picnic at Albright’s Woods 

Pavilion on Sunday, September 21, right after 

the 10:30 a.m. service. 

We will provide hot dogs and beverages. Please 

bring a covered dish to share, if you’re able. We 

welcome donations for bingo prizes. There will 

be games and activities for all ages. If it rains, 

we will move the festivities to Reidler Hall in 

the church basement. 

A sign-up sheet will be available in the 

Gathering Room in September, so we can plan 

for enough food and drinks. 

Come enjoy a picnic with your church family!  



REIDLER HALL 

“CARE COMMITTEE” 

The renovations in Reidler Hall continue and 

our drab basement is turning into a beautiful 

space, full of potential. It is exciting to see the 

transformation        

As more rental requests come in, we recognized 

the need for a “Care Committee” to assist Carl 

in setting up, decorating, maintaining order in 

the kitchen and rentable rooms, Spring 

cleanings, washing tablecloths, collaborating 

with renters, etc.  

This group will be on call as needed. If you are 

interested in helping us keep Reidler Hall 

looking it’s best and ready for renters, please 

put a note with your name and phone number in 

the Reidler Hall church mailbox or let Amy in 

our church office know.  

OUR GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

CONTINUES 

In addition to the graduates listed in the June 

Newsletter, we would like to recognize a few 

additional graduates from St. Paul's. 

Pre-School Graduate: 

Olivia Stump graduated from Pre-K at Wee Day 

Care and will be headed to Kindergarten at Blue 

Mountain Elementary East in the fall. She wants 

to be a Vet when she grows up. 

College Graduate: 

Austin Heydt graduated from Shippensburg 

University on May 9 with an MBA. He has 

accepted a full-time position at RKL LLC, an 

accounting firm in Chambersburg, PA, where 

he previously completed two internships and 

worked part time while earning his degree. 

Congratulations again to all our 2025 graduates! 

Looking ahead: Be sure to mark your calendars 

for our Blessing of the Backpacks which will 

be held on Sunday, August 24 during 9:30 a.m. 

service.  

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The Library Ladies are making older books 

available to the congregation on Sundays in 

July to create space for new additions to the 

library. You are welcome to choose books that 

you would like to keep and read. New books 

will be added to the Library Corner as space is 

made available.  

Some new books to be added have been kindly 

donated from the libraries of Stu Richards and 

Jim Spotts by Danielle Richards and Sandy 

Spotts. New genres are being added, too.  

Enjoy your summer and don’t forget to “chill 

out” with a good book! 

Your friendly library mice, 

Melvin, Herman, and Lucy 

PROGRESSIVE PICNIC 

The Progressive Picnic is scheduled for 

Saturday, August 16 from 6 to 9 p.m. To date 

only one has one host has volunteered. Our 

Evangelism Committee would like to have 1 or 

2 more hosts.   

If you would like to volunteer to host this 

picnic, please contact any committee member or 

call the church office. A sign-up sheet to attend 

is in the Gathering Room. Thank you! 

OUR SUMMER “BOOK DRIVE” 

Our Service Ministry committee is seeking 

donations of new or gently used books for 

infants, preschool-aged children, and early 

readers. These books will benefit families 

served by our Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry. 

Books can open the minds of children and 

young people even among families who are 

facing serious difficulties. A box for donations 

has been placed in our narthex. Please be 

generous!  



“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” 

From July 1 through August 31, we will once 

again collect donations for Servants to All – My 

Father’s House as part of our “God’s Work. 

Our Hands.” outreach. A collection box is 

available in the narthex throughout the summer. 

Items most needed include:  

Hygiene supplies: tampons/pads, 

toothbrushes, toothpastes, deodorants, 

soaps, wet wipes, disposable razors, 

lotions, bath towels, and washcloths 

(new or gently used).  

Bedding: twin or full-sized sheet sets, 

blankets, pillows, and pillowcases (new 

or gently used).  

Cleaning supplies: all-purpose cleaners, 

laundry detergents, disinfectants, hand 

sanitizers, mops, brooms, and buckets. 

On September 14, we will observe “GWOH 

Sunday” as we dedicate our gifts and send them 

to those in need in our area.  

Let’s support our neighbors in need and live out 

our call to Christian service. Thank you for your 

generosity! 

 

CEMETERY FUND 

Your donations to the Cemetery Fund help pay 

for mowing and maintenance during the 

summer months.  

If you would like to give a donation to our 

Cemetery Fund, please use a “Cemetery Fund” 

envelope located in the narthex or write 

“Cemetery Fund” on the memo line of your 

check. 

 

STiC NEWS 

Dear friends, 

In the two years that we have done summer 

walking challenges, we have done much better 

when we have a target goal, such as Bethlehem. 

Our cooperating churches have chosen to 

simply walk, but perhaps we can challenge 

ourselves with an unusual goal.  

So, I am proposing a little town far away, one 

that we’ve heard in the news but know little 

about. In the shadow of posh hotels and the big 

city life of Johannesburg, Metropolitan 

Municipality of Gauteng, South Africa, lies the 

township of Soweto. Not even a town. Dirt 

poor, even compared to American ghettos. 

Birthplace of Nelson Mandela and Desmond 

Tutu, otherwise totally unnewsworthy. 

Closer to home, there lives in Schuylkill County 

a retired science teacher, walker, runner and 

health advocate named Pam Ulicny, who loves 

to travel. Several years ago, she earned a group 

trip to Johannesburg and was shaken to see the 

real Soweto. She went to work back in the 

USA, creating the means to teach the people 

how to make solar powered mason jar lamps to 

increase their safety, and she returned to these 

people with the support and the supplies. 

It is 8,179 air miles from Pennsylvania. There 

will be maps and mileages posted on the STiC 

table, as well as the walking charts. Even 

though we are in July, there is plenty of time to 

spend outdoors and log up the miles. Be 

inspired by one of our own citizens to walk, be 

healthy, and think outside the box when, in our 

own travels, we come upon God’s people in 

need! 

En Cristo, 

Sue Reier 

  



 

JOIN US TO SEE NOAH 

AT SIGHT & SOUND THEATRES! 

Join us for a trip to Sight & Sound Theatres to 

see Noah on Thursday, October 16, or Saturday, 

October 18. Our coach bus will depart from the 

M&T Bank parking lot on the square at 8:30 

a.m. If you park at St. Paul’s, transportation will 

be available to the lot. The performance runs 

from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and large bags 

(except diaper or medical bags) are not 

permitted. 

After the show, we will enjoy a late lunch at 

Shady Maple’s Smorgasbord before returning to 

the M&T Bank lot around 5:30 p.m. There are 

56 available seats for each date, and friends and 

family are welcome. 

Tickets are $160 per adult and $100 per child, 

covering transportation, the show, the meal, the 

tax, and tips. Checks should be made payable to 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church with "Noah Tickets" 

noted in the memo line.  

For more information or to purchase tickets, see 

Sarah Eger after church or call her at 570-394-

3522. 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS 

Our Crafters’ Guild will meet at 12 noon on 

Thursday, July 17 for a group project. Details 

about the craft and location will be announced 

soon. Come and enjoy fellowship, fun, and a 

chance to learn new crafting skills together! 

During the summer months, we won’t meet 

regularly—but keep those creative hands busy. 

Our next event, Orwigsburg Heritage Day on 

Saturday, September 6, will be here before you 

know it! 

If you’d like to be part of our group, please 

contact the church office at 570-366-2316 and 

ask to be added to our email list. 

RECYCLE YOUR 

GREETING CARDS? 

Our recent Notecard Craft Day was a wonderful 

success! Led by Pat Kunkle, eight creative 

women gathered to craft over 50 handmade 

notecards. These cards will be available for 

purchase at Orwigsburg’s Heritage Day in 

September. 

You can support this project by donating the 

fronts of any greeting cards you receive. We’ll 

recycle them into more beautiful notecards. Just 

drop them off in the Crafters’ Guild mailbox 

near the church office. 

 

MEN OF ST. PAUL’S WIN 2025  

READER’S CHOICE AWARD 

We are soup-er excited to announce that the 

Men of St. Paul’s has won the 2025 Republican 

Herald Reader’s Choice Award for Best Non-

Profit Soup! 

While we’re not sure who submitted the 

original nomination, we’re deeply grateful—to 

whoever nominated us and to all who voted 

during the selection period. The Men of St. 

Paul’s will receive a banner and certificate to 

display at future soup sales. 

Please mark your calendars now for our next 

sales: Saturday, November 1, 2025, and 

Saturday, February 7, 2026, when the award-

winning Men of St. Paul’s Soup returns to “the 

square” in Orwigsburg. 

PASTOR MIKE ON VACATION  

Pastor Mike will be on vacation and will not 

lead worship on Saturday, July 26, or Sunday, 

July 27. We’re grateful to welcome Pastor Rob 

Reier on Saturday and Pastor David Rowe on 

Sunday as our guest worship leaders.  

Please give them a warm St. Paul’s welcome 

when they join us! 

  



JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Christian Muntone, Phoebe Glenn 

 4 Sue Kane 

 5 Kristen Cunningham 

 7 Beth Webber, Sandy Spotts,  

 Melissa Hartman 

 8 Morgan Myers, Taylor Beach 

 9 Jeffrey Kline III 

10 Russell Teter 

11 Dana Jenkins, Ross Myers, Ken Miller III 

12 Lil Dewald, Karl Kunkel, Kevin Riotto, 

Caitlin Shoener, Bode Hinnershitz 

13 Sarah Eger 

14 Bill Moyer 

15 Weston Bizup 

16 Andrea Dancheck 

17 Katie Zehner, Beth Krause 

18 Jill Krewson, Jessica Swick  

19 Grace Krewson 

20 Nancy Sterner, Nevaeh Houck, 

 Brooke Eschbach 

22 Ruth Ann Withers, Dave Krewson,  

24 Barbara Hinnershitz 

25 James Lengel, Jeff Ritschel, Sr. 

26 Ivan Leymeister 

29 Tamara Tomko 

30 Kevin Kramer, Sonny Teter, 

 Christian Keener, Janice Snyder 

31 Samantha Clarke 

************************************** 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 5 Ned & Nan Eisenhuth 

10 Kent & Beverly Eisenhuth 

11 Jeremy & Rebecca Houser 

12 Robert & Sharon Otstott 

20 Rich & Tracey Kemp 

22 Greg & Tonya Shappell 

************************************** 

ALTAR GUILD NEWS 

We’re looking for clean, cut-down plastic half-

gallon milk containers so that donated flowers 

can safely be taken out of the church.  

If you use plastic half gallon containers, please 

trim them across the top and bring them to 

Gathering Room. We’ll make sure they get to 

the Sacristy. Thank you from our Altar Guild. 

JULY FLOWERS 

JULY 6 

Altar: OPEN 

Chancel: OPEN 

 

JULY 13 

Altar: In honor of Dana’s birthday by Heather, 

Barry, and Dana Jenkins 

Chancel: In honor of Sarah Eger’s birthday by 

Eric, Gabby, and Owen Eger 

 

JULY 20 

Altar: In loving memory of my parents, Ralph 

and Muriel Reibie, on their anniversary, 

7/2/34, by Sue, Kurt, and Juli Schenck 

Chancel: OPEN 

 

JULY 27 

Altar: OPEN 

Chancel: OPEN 

************************************** 

JULY BULLETINS 

JULY 6: In memory of my parents, Guy and 

Frances Lengel by James Lengel 

JULY 13: OPEN 

JULY 20: OPEN 

JULY 27: OPEN 

************************************** 

JUMP FOR JOY 

CONCERT? 

To everything there is a season…and this year, 

we have decided to follow the farmers’ wisdom 

by letting this field be fallow. Few musicians 

are available, and Red Creek Wildlife Center is 

doing well financially.  

PLEASE continue to bring newspapers to the 

box under the STiC table. We will keep 

searching for ways to help bring restoration to 

Creation throughout our community. 

En Cristo, 

Sue Reier 

 

  



JULY 2025 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

*********************************************************************************** 
SUNDAY 9:30 AM JULY 6 JULY 13 JULY 20 JULY 27 

GREETER TBD  Kristin Durkee  Tina Butler  Wayne Lutsey 

USHER Glenda Bright Carl Heintzelman Chris Long Becky Smoot 

LECTOR Cindy Ritschel Doug Travor Pat Kunkle Wayne Lutsey 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Jeff Ritschel Deb Bolinsky Tina Butler Sue Reier 

ALTAR GUILD Glenda Bright Tina Butler Tina Butler Joyce O’Rourke 
 Diane Brobst Chris Long Chris Long Becky Smoot 

COUNTERS Gwen Wehr Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter 
 Glenda Bright Diane Brobst G. Dierwechter Joanne Emerich 
   Pat Davis Barb Sterner 

*********************************************************************************** 

CHANCEL FLOWER ORDERS 

Chancel flower orders must be called in to 

Forget-Me-Not Floral by TUESDAY each 

week. Please make sure you PRINT your 

information in the green dedication book or call 

Sue Schenck at 570-386-2647 (or the church 

office) that day with your dedications. 

LET’S KEEP THE PANTRY 

STOCKED THIS SUMMER! 

Summer can be a slower time for donations at 

our food pantry, but the need remains. We 

invite you to continue supporting our 

Community Food Pantry by bringing non-

perishable food items. A donation box is 

located in the narthex. Thank you for your 

generosity! 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

During the summer, the church office is open 

Monday through Thursday, from 9:00 a.m. to 

12:00 noon. If you call outside these hours, 

please leave a message with your name and 

phone number at 570-366-2316, and we’ll get 

back to you as soon as possible. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

During the summer months we will worship at 

5:30 p.m. on Saturdays and at 9:30 a.m. on 

Sundays. Holy Communion will be shared on 

the first Saturday of every month and at every 

Sunday service. Our “regular” worship schedule 

will return on Sunday, September 7. 

WHAT DO YOU MEAN, 

YOU DON’T NEED ENVELOPES?  

It’s okay if you prefer not to receive church 

envelopes. Please call the church office at your 

earliest convenience and your name will be 

removed from our envelope mailing list as soon 

as possible. If you call outside of office hours, 

please leave your name, envelope number (if 

possible), and phone number.  

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TABLE 

Any church committee, family, group, or 

member(s) may host a Fellowship Table during 

the warm summer months. Good fellowship 

plus good food is a great way to top off our 

summer worship. A sign-up sheet is in the 

Gathering Room.  



JULY 2025 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 

 

4 

INDEPENDENCE 

DAY 

HOLIDAY 

 

5 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

6 

4 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

Summer Fellowship 

Table 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

13 

5 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

14 15 16 17 

12 Noon  

Crafters’ Guild 

18 19 

20 

6 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

27 

7 PENTECOST 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

w/Holy Communion 

28 29 30 31   

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON 
*********************************************************************************** 

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen:  
not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” C.S. Lewis 

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


  

2025 NEPA SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Friday, July 4 – Independence Day Holiday! 

Visit our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org. Watch us on YouTube. 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg. 
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