The Holy Trinity
Sunday, June 15, 2025

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
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GATHERING
PRELUDE “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” J. Raney

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who 1is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy (#413)
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-
One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this
faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

WORD

A READING FROM ISAIAH

'Tn the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and

lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. >Seraphs were in attendance above

him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they

covered their feet, and with two they flew. >And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”



4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house
filled with smoke. >And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean
lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King,
the LORD of hosts!”

°Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from
the altar with a pair of tongs. "The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now
that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.”
8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go
for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” (Isaiah 6:1-8)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 8 (Read responsively)
O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark
because of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honor.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

A READING FROM ROMANS

ITherefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, *through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which
we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. >And not only that,
but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
*and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope does
not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us. (Romans 5:1-5)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-5-21/0
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. ?He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence
of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s
womb and be born?” *Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. “What is born of the flesh
is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that I said to
you, ‘You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” °Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do
not understand these things?

«Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. “If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?
13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. *And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, '>that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. !“Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him. (John 3:1-17)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY  Come, Thou Almighty King (#408)
[See back of bulletin]

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (OR CONFIRMATION)

Presentation
I present Elizabeth Amy Dewald who has been instructed in the Christian faith
according to our Lutheran tradition and desires to make public profession of
her faith and assume greater responsibility in the life of the Church and its
mission in the world.

Statement
Elizabeth, in Holy Baptism you were sealed with the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever. As a member of the Church and in the
community of God’s people, you have grown in faith and learned God’s
loving purpose for you and all of creation. You have been nourished by the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ at God’s holy table and called to be a
witness to the good news of the Gospel by word and deed.

Profession of Faith
Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?
If so, say, “I renounce them.”

I ask you now to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize.

Let us join Elizabeth as she professes her faith in the words of the Apostles’
Creed.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.



On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Affirmation
Elizabeth, you have now made public profession of your faith. Do you intend
to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism:
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear his Word and share in his Supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

If so, say, “I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.”

People of God, do you promise to support Elizabeth and pray for her life in
Christ? If so say, “We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.”

Prayer
Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made Elizabeth your

own. You forgave all her sins and brought her to newness of life. Continue to
strengthen her with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in her your gifts of
grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Elizabeth the gift of your Holy

Spirit; confirm her faith, guide her life, empower her in serving, give her
patience in suffering and bring her to everlasting life. Amen.

Presentation

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of
the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

Abiding God, you move through your church, inspiring faith and sparking hope.
Pour your Spirit into each of us, shaping us for the paths ahead, and grounding us in
your love. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Creator God, we stand in awe of the wonder around us. Open our hearts and minds
so that we may care for your creation and live as good stewards of all you have
made. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, strengthen justice, end oppression, and heal wounds that have long
divided us. Give wisdom to leaders and courage to us all, that we may build a world
where dignity and freedom flourish. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Living God, you shape our relationships and bless the bonds we share. Bless fathers
and those who have acted in the place of fathers. Bring healing where there is pain,
and comfort where there is grief. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Compassionate God, you are closer to us than our breath. Walk with us in difficult
times, heal our wounds, and give us hope which will never leave us. We especially
pray for everyone on our prayer list. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember all who have lived faithfully and now rest from their
labors. On this special day we give thanks for Elizabeth, our newest confirmand.
Bless her with every good gift, keep her from all harm, and help her to daily grow
in faith. As we rejoice today, help us to look forward to that day when you will
unite all your children as one with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

OFFERING

*OFFERTORY “Amazing Grace” L. Larson
Bell Choir



OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Eternal God, you make a great banquet out the simple things which we have
brought to this celebration. Feed us again at this table of peace and mercy, that we
might go forth to serve our neighbors in the power of your abiding Spirit. Amen.

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord, who rose
beyond the bounds of death and, on this day, as he had promised, poured out your
Spirit of life and power upon the chosen disciples. At this the whole world exults in
boundless joy. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy and triune God,
You who are Three in One and One 1n Three,
we lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving.
You have created, redeemed, and sanctified us,
ever drawing us into the mystery of your love.
As we gather at your table, we rejoice in your presence
and glorify your name with the Church of every time and place.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come for the Father welcomes, the Son redeems, and the Spirit sustains.
Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

INSTRUCTIONS
All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand.

We will share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the
lectern side.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMN Come, Join the Dance of Trinity (#412)
[See back of bulletin]
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



SENDING

BLESSING

May the holy and undivided Trinity—Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit—guide you in
truth, strengthen you in wisdom, and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Holy God, We praise Your Name” (#414)
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace, trusting in the One who 1s Three and the Three who is One.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE “Fanfare” J. Mouret

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Altar flowers are presented in honor of our daughter, Adelynn’s, birthday by Bill
and Erin Chapman and in honor of Bill for Father’s Day by his children.

Chancel flowers are presented in honor of Elizabeth Dewald as she celebrates her
confirmation by her family.

*Anthem "Amazing Grace” is presented in honor of Mark, Jessie, and Madison
Travor by Doug and Karen Travor (2025).
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Introduction to the day: Today we celebrate the holy Trinity. Paul writes that

through Jesus we have peace with God, whose love pours into our hearts through

the Holy Spirit, giving us lasting hope. We celebrate the gracious One-in-Three,

eternal Three-in-One, as we worship in community; as we share water and word,

bread and wine; and as we bring God’s love and hope to our neighbors.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, June 15 9:30 AM THE HOLY TRINITY, CONFIRMATION,
& FATHER’S DAY
Worship with Holy Communion
Refreshments following the service

Saturday, June 21 5:30 PM Worship
Sunday, June 22 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion
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SERVING TODAY (6/15/25)

9:30 AM

GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Gloria Dierwechter; LECTOR: Tom Wehr
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (6/22/25)

9:30 AM

GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Cindy Ritschel; LECTOR: Jeff Ritschel
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Chris Long

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner
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PROGRESSIVE PICNIC

The Progressive Picnic scheduled for August 16 from 6 to 9 p.m. has one host to
date. The Evangelism Committee hopes to receive 1 or 2 more hosts. If anyone
wishes to host the picnic, please contact any committee member or call the church
office. A sign-up sheet to attend will be in the gathering room in July.

HOST A SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TABLE

Our Summer Fellowship Table provides a time for members to connect with each
other and enjoy light refreshments after the 9:30 a.m. service. Any church
committee, family, group, or individual can host a Summer Fellowship Table. A
sign-up sheet is in the Gathering Room.

SERVICE MINISTRY “BOOK DRIVE”

Our Service Ministry committee 1s hosting a “Book Drive” to benefit the children
and families that are served by the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. Donations of new (or
recently purchased) preschool and early reading books are needed and much
appreciated. A box for book donations is in the narthex. Thank you for helping to
give a child the gift of education and imagination through reading!

CEMETERY FUND

Your donations to our Cemetery Fund help to cover our mowing and essential
maintenance. To contribute, simply mark “Cemetery Fund” on the memo line of
your check or use a “Cemetery Fund” envelope located in our narthex.



GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Thou Almighty King”
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CONFIRMATION DAY!

Please join us for refreshments and good fellowship following our service as we
celebrate this special day of faith with Elizabeth, her parents, family, and friends.

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS

On Wednesday, June 18 we will meet in the Gathering Room to work together
making notecards. Pat Kunkle will be teaching some paper crafting techniques.
These cards will be available at our next event, Orwigsburg’s Heritage Day on
Saturday, September 6. All are welcome to join us. If you are interested in being
added to our email list, please contact the church office at (570) 366-2316.



COMMUNION HYMN “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”
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when fear con-fines the dance in death, God rolls a - way the stone.
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move!
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trn-1 - ty.

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned.

Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God.
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OUR PASTOR AND STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076
Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152
Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797

pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

No Email
karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary
Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager

570-617-9617
936-648-6809

cwlutsey@gmail.com
jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON
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SENDING HYMN

“Holy God We Praise Your Name”
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise your name;  Lord we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - os - tol - ic train join r - cred
4 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly - it
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bow be - fore you. All  on earth your scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; cher - u - bim and a - phim,
name to  hal - low; proph - ets swell  the re - frain,
three we name you, though in es - sence one;
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all  in heav’n a - bove a - dore you. your
in  un - ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, heav’ns with
and the  white-robed mar - tyrs fol - low; and from morn to
un - di vid - ed God we claim you - ing,
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, Lord!”
set of  sun through the church the on.
bend the knee while  we own the y.
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PASTOR MIKE ON VACATION

Pastor Mike will be on vacation and will not lead worship on Saturday, June 21 and
Sunday, June 22. Pastor Rob Reier will lead worship at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, June

21, and Pastor Cynthia Kennett will lead worship at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 22.
Please welcome them!



