Transfiguration of Our Lord
Sunday, March 2, 2025

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING
PRELUDE
(8:00 AM) "Morning Prelude” F. Ritter
(10:30 AM) "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" D. E. Wagner
Bell Choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.

Let us now confess our sins.
Silence for reflection.

Almighty God,
we are surrounded by brokenness and burdened by the weight of our sins.
We foolishly turn inward and stray from your way of love.
We harm the earth and blindly neglect future generations.
We crave more possessions and ignore those in need.
Forgive us for all we have done and left undone.

Through Jesus Christ

God’s divine light has broken into our dark and sinful world.
Let us live in the light as God’s beloved children

and let us rejoice in God’s promise of eternal life. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
[See back of bulletin]


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo- ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the I'a- ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a- way the sin  of the world,; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo- ry of God the Fa- ther. A - men

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, although you are beyond our understanding, we see your glory in the
face of Jesus Christ. Transform us so that we may be like your Son, who renewed
our humanity so that we may share in his divinity. We ask this through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit. One God, now and
forever. Amen.



WORD

A READING FROM EXODUS

2%Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with
the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his
face shone because he had been talking with God. **When Aaron and all the
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come
near him. 3But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32Afterward all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 3*When Moses had finished speaking with them,
he put a veil on his face; 3*but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and
told the Israelites what he had been commanded, *the Israelites would see the face
of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his
face again, until he went in to speak with him. (Exodus 34:29-35)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 99 (read responsively)
The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble!

He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The LORD is great in Zion;

he is exalted over all the peoples.

Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he!
Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Extol the LORD our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he!

Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel also was among those who called on his name.
They cried to the LORD, and he answered them.
He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;
they kept his decrees, and the statutes that he gave them.
O LORD our God, you answered them;
you were a forgiving God to them, but an avenger of their wrongdoings.
Extol the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain;
for the LORD our God is holy.



A READING FROM SECOND CORINTHIANS
12Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 3not like Moses,
who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of
the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this
very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still
there, since only in Christ is it set aside. °Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses
is read, a veil lies over their minds; ®but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
removed. ¥’Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. 8And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of
glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.
#1Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do
not lose heart. ?We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to
practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we
commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

(2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lIu - ja. Al-le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

2Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and
James and went up on the mountain to pray. 2And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. *°Suddenly
they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 3 They appeared in glory and
were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not
knowing what he said. **While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud.



$Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to
him!” *®When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent

and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. (Luke 9:28-36)
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “How Good, Lord, to be Here”
[See back of bulletin]

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father,
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you transform us through the glory of your presence. Move your
church from complacency to boldness as we share the good news of the Gospel
with others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We thank you for your good creation and for the blessing we receive daily. As
seasons change, grant fair weather for the growing of crops and bless the raising of
animals. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who you have called to lead your people. Give them wisdom and
discernment to do what is best for all the people they serve. May justice be joined to
mercy. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Comfort and bring healing to
everyone on our prayer list. May your loving presence be felt by all who have felt
distant from you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give you thanks for all your blessings, for what you have done, are doing, and
will one day do for the sake of the world. Give us joy and renew our faith in the
promise of new life in Christ. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your faithfulness is evident in every generation. Give us what you have given the
saints who have gone before us, so that like them, we may always serve you with
loving hearts and eager hands. God of grace, hear our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and
certain hope that your promise is revealed among the people. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8 AM) "Beautiful Savior" R. E. Schram

ANTHEM (10:30 AM) "Shine, Jesus, Shine" G. Kendrick




OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord”
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our
life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give
way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Through Jesus Christ, the light of the world, heavenly food has been set upon this
table for us. Come, let us feast!

INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a
warfer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand. We will
share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the lectern
side.

AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN “Beautiful Savior”

[See back of bulletin]



TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God, through a simple shared meal you reveal your faithfulness to us and to
all of humanity. Anoint us with your Spirit, and open our hearts and minds, that we
may be signs of your grace and compassion, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
May the light of Christ, revealed to us in Word and Sacrament, strengthen your
faith, embolden your witness, and gladden your hearts. And may Almighty God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL
Refreshed in faith and renewed in spirit, go now in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Festive Postlude" R. Pey

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Introduction to the Day: Witnesses to the glory of God reflect that glory in the

world. It was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We

pray that it will be true of all of us who see God’s glory in the word and in the

supper that we might be “transformed into the same image” by God’s Spirit.
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Altar flowers are presented in memory of Russell C. and Rachel E. Zehner by
Sonny and Connie Teter

Chancel flowers are presented in honor of Glenda Bright’s 80" Birthday by Deb,
Stan, and daughters.
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TIME TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS

Easter flower order forms can be found later in this bulletin. The deadline to order
Easter flowers is Sunday, March 30, 2025.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, March 2 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
8:00 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Adult Forum
10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion

Tuesday, March 4 12 Noon  Crafters’ Guild

6:00 PM  Service Ministry
Wednesday, March 5 ASH WEDNESDAY

7:00 PM  Worship with Holy Communion
Saturday, March 8 5:30 PM  Worship

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday at 2:00 AM

Sunday, March 9 Second Sunday
8:00 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Adult Forum and Youth Sunday School
9to0 10:15 AM  Second Sunday Snacks and Fellowship
10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
Children’s Sunday School
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“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our next Second Sunday School class will take place on Sunday, March 9!
Children ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack,
fun, and fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7
through 12 are invited to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15
to 10:15 a.m. Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-
3522 (cell) swoodring86@hotmail.com.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

Daylight Savings Time will begin at 2 a.m. on Sunday, March 9, 2025. Set your
clocks (or “spring”’) ahead one hour before you go to bed on Saturday. Please use
this change as an opportunity to check the batteries in your home’s smoke detectors,
too. Fresh batteries could save your life!


mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (3/2/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers

10:30 AM

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHER: Karen Shoener; LECTOR: Chris Long
COMMUNION ASST.: Deb Bolinsky

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright

SERVING ASH WEDNESDAY (3/5/25)

7:00 PM

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHERS: Tina Butler and Tom Wehr;
LECTOR: Jim Emerich; COMMUNION ASST.: Cindy Ritschel
ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (3/9/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul

10:30 AM

GREETER: Kristin Durkee; USHER: Glenda Bright; LECTOR: Cindy Ritschel
COMMUNION ASST.: Sue Reier

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Diane Brobst

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst
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LENTEN SOUP AND BREAD MEAL

Join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for a simple meal of soup, bread, and
butter together with fellowship and words of faith. Our Lenten Soup and Bread
Meals begin on March 12 at 5 p.m. Bring soup or bread to share or just bring your
appetite. A sign-up sheet is in the gathering room. Family, friends, and neighbors
are welcome! For more information call our Church Office: 570-366-2316.

SECOND SUNDAY SNACKS AND FELLOWSHIP

Enjoy refreshments and coffee from 9 to 10:15 a.m. every second Sunday through
May. The church provides paper goods and coffee; you provide finger foods and
juice. Sign up in the gathering room. Contact Jessica Swick at 936-648-6809 or
jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org.



GATHERING HYMN

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
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I Im - mor-tal, in - wvis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,

2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,

3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;

4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry;  thou dwell -est  in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - s1i - ble hid from our eyes,
nor  want - ing, nor wast - ing,  thou al - est in might;
n all life thou liv - est, the true life of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their  sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like  moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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tis on - ly  the splen-dor  of light hid - eth  thee!
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HYMN OF THE DAY “How Good, Lord, to be Here”
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I How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be  here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and  hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of  death, we see your king-dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to  be here! Yet we may not Tre - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y glo - 1i - fied and our re-demp-tion sece.
we long to hold the vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.
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A CALL TO MORE FAITHFUL GIVING

Our church needs your support. Every donation, big or small, helps us gather new
members, follow Christ's teachings, and serve our community. Your contributions
keep our church running, aid those in need, and offer a welcoming space for all.
Please consider increasing your giving to the church!

A MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT!

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to those who can't join us for
worship. We regularly need updated information for military members and college
students who are away from home. If you have new information or address changes,
please contact any Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-
366-2316. Thank you for helping us stay connected!

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned.
Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God!



COMMUNION HYMN “Beautiful Savior”
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1 Beau -ti - ful Sav - lor, King of cre - a - ton,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Farr 1s the sun - shine, fair 1s the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow'rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru -1y Td love thee, tru - ly TI'd serve thee,
Je - sus is far - er Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
—
Jq - o . @ _J_ J
hd l:l I? r P
s =
0 | | |
b A I I 1 |
fannam” ' ' & ®
) - — > p °
\_/’w o
light of my soul, my jOY, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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SENDING HYMN “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”
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1 Al-le - u - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can-not die;
2 Al-le - lu - ia you are sound - ing, true Je -ru - sa - lem and free;
3 Al-le - lu - ia can-not al - ways be our song while here be -low;
4 In our hymns we

pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin-1 - ty,
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al -le - Iu -1a is the an-them ev - er dear to choirson high;
al -le - lu -ia, joy-ful moth-er, bring us to your ju - bi- lee;
al -le -lu -ia  our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;
at the last to  keep glad Eas - ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
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in the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
here by Bab -y - lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex -iles still are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for - ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu-ia joy-ful - ly
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OUR PASTOR & STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076
Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152
Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617 cwliutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON

pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

No Email
karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Easter Flower Orders

Please detach lower portion of this form and place it along with your payment in the
offering basket located in the Gathering Room or return it to church by US Mail.

Deadline: Sunday, March 30, 2025

Please “PRINT” all necessary information!

Your name:

FLOWER TYPE QUANTITY PRICE DEDICATION

Easter Lilies X $11.00 H/M
Daffodils X $9.00 H/M
6-bulb Tulips X $9.00 H/M
3-bulb Hyacinths (Purple) X $9.00 H/M
3-bulb Hyacinths (Pink) X $9.00 H/M
3-bulb Hyacinths (White) X $9.00 H/M
Hydrangeas X $1950 H/™M
[NOTE: H = In Honor of or M = In Memory of]
TOTAL $ [ ] CASH [ ]CHECK #

DON’T FORGET TO SAVE YOUR FLOWERPOT COVERS!

Please check this box if you wish to donate the flowers to the church and not take them home.

If more space is needed for dedications, please attach another sheet.



