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HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

Our Palm/Passion services begin on Saturday, 

April 12 at 5:30 p.m. and on Sunday, April 13 

at 8 and 10:30 a.m. Join us to hear about our 

joyful Lord’s entry into Jerusalem as well as his 

suffering and death upon the cross. 

On Maundy Thursday, April 17, we will gather 

to worship at 7:00 p.m. Our worship will focus 

upon Jesus’ command for his disciples to love 

one another and commemorate the events of our 

Lord’s Last Supper. This service will include 

the sharing of Holy Communion and the 

ceremonial stripping of the altar. 

Our Good Friday, April 18, we will host a 

“Tenebrae” (or darkness) service at 7:00 p.m. 

The focus of our worship will be on our Lord’s 

“Seven Last Words on the Cross.” This solemn 

and reflective service aims to evoke the sense of 

grief and despair felt by Jesus’ followers at His 

death, culminating in complete darkness and 

silence to signify His entombment. 

We will worship together on the Resurrection of 

Our Lord (Easter Sunday) on April 20 at 8:00 

and 10:30 a.m. Our worship will feature joyful 

music as we gather to share the very body and 

blood of our Lord and Savior, and celebrate the 

most timeless and blessed news, “Christ is 

Risen. He is Risen, indeed.” 

Please invite your family, friends, and 

neighbors to join you for these special services! 

BECAUSE CHRIST IS RISEN … 

Because Christ is risen, sin, death, and the devil 

have been defeated! Peace, joy, truth, hope, and 

love have won! 

Our God, kind and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love, has called us to be 

his own, set his mark upon us, and adopted us 

into his family.  

Through our Savior’s sacrificial death, by the 

gift of faith and with God’s amazing grace, 

Christ’s victory is ours as well. 

Though sin, death, and the devil make our lives 

difficult here on earth, nothing in this world -- 

or the next will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

What’s more because Christ is risen, we need 

fear no more! 

As the Psalmist proclaims, “The Lord is my 

light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 

Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall 

I be afraid?” 

So let us rejoice and give thanks to God today 

and every day! 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

May God bless you and your family! 

Happy Easter to everyone! 

Pastor Mike, Sue, and Mikey 
  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL DRIVE 

TO HELP OUR SHELTERS 

WELCA and our small animal-loving 

committee would like to thank our members 

and friends of St. Paul’s for their wonderful 

support! The weather didn’t help us in the 

beginning, but we finished strong. 

Please remember to bring your newspapers to 

Sue Reier to help the Red Creek Wildlife 

Center. She delivers them each week. 

Tina Butler, Cindy Ritschel, and Sue Schenck 

each drove to Hillside and the Ruth Steinert 

Memorial SPCA at least three times. Everything 

was gratefully accepted by the staff (and we’re 

sure the animals) on each visit.  

Please remember the Ruth Steinert Memorial 

SPCA in your prayers and financially; they are 

struggling and Schuylkill County needs two 

shelters. Donations can be sent to: 

RUTH STEINERT MEMORIAL SPCA 

18 WERTZ DR. 

PINE GROVE, PA 17963 

Their staff is always so grateful. 

[FYI, we do think we’re going to move the 

drive back to October next year. As in the past 

two years, Justin will allow us to receive 

donations in the choir room to avoid 

overcrowding of the narthex.] 

Thank you again for your wonderful response to 

this pressing need! 

Tina Butler, Sue Reier, Cindy Ritschel, 

and Sue Schenck 

THANK YOU! 

The Evangelism Committee would like to 

extend a big “Thank You” to Barbara Lafko and 

Barbara Sterner for hosting our Progressive 

Dinner on February 22. The Saturday evening 

event was enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School will continue every second 

Sunday of the month with the following 

schedule: 

Children aged 7 through 12 will meet between 

the two services from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

(Parents and younger siblings are invited to 

stay and enjoy fellowship time with snacks and 

coffee while their older children are in class.) 

Children aged 1 through 6 will meet during the 

10:30 a.m. worship service.   

Sunday School dates remaining during this 

school year are April 13, and May 11. 

Upcoming event: 

April 13- Easter Egg-stravaganza 

Our fourth annual “Easter Egg-stravaganza" 

will be a little different this year.  It will take 

place on Sunday, April 13, from 12 noon to 2 

p.m. following Sunday School. Children up to 

age 10 are welcome to join the fun and 

fellowship. Please join us in the church 

gathering room, any time during the event, to 

participate in crafts and games and have a 

snack. This is a community event, so feel free to 

invite a friend to join in the fun! Sign-up sheets 

will be in the gathering room. 

Thank you for your continued support of the 

Sunday School program! 

Sarah Eger - 570-394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 

Volunteers from our congregation are needed to 

help pack food boxes at the Orwigsburg Food 

Pantry (located at St. John’s United Church of 

Christ) on Friday, April 18, at 6:00 p.m. Youth 

under the age of 18 are welcome to help.  

Volunteers are also needed to help distribute food 

boxes on Saturday, April 19, starting at 8:45 a.m. at 

the same location.  

Let’s support our neighbors in need and fight 

hunger in our community!  

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com


WELCA NEWS 

Fourteen of St. Paul's women attended the 

March 11 meeting in Reidler Hall. Although 

there was no program or special topic, the 

upcoming events at our church and the local 

area were discussed along with information 

about the scheduled programs for April and 

May. 

The April 8 meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. in 

Reidler Hall. The guest speaker will be Kim 

Morgan of BAAAhd Girls. She will share 

stories of the “Sheep to Shawl” event at the PA 

Farm Show. 

The May In-gathering offering was designated 

to Team Orwigsburg to help with the expenses 

of their April trip to a storm devastated area of 

North Carolina. 

A sign-up sheet was available for the Spring 

Cluster and is now on the WELCA bulletin 

board in the gathering room. If you wish to 

attend, please include your name on the list and 

add your check to the envelope.... please no 

cash. If necessary, pay an officer of our group. 

All women are encouraged to attend this 

enjoyable and informative gathering. The 

details are as follows: 

WOMEN OF ELCA SCHUYLKILL 

CLUSTER SPRING 2025 EVENT 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

300 W. Arch St., Pottsville, PA 

Saturday, April 26, 2025 

8:30 to 9 a.m. Registration/Refreshments 

9 a.m. to 12 Noon Program followed by lunch 

Program: “Life Changes Getting Your Affairs 

in Order,” presented by Danielle Wychulis of 

Compassus Hospice. Lunch is optional. 

Cost $11 ($1 registration & $10 lunch) 

LIVING LUTHERAN RETURNS 

Copies of the new Spring edition of Living 

Lutheran are now available in our narthex. 

 

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

CONTINUES TO HELP 

Over the past three years, LDR has helped 

countless people affected by war, both in 

Ukraine and neighboring countries. By 

partnering with companion churches and 

community-based organizations in Europe, the 

widespread impact of Lutheran Disaster 

Response reaches people on a local level. 

Guided by Christ’s call to care for our 

neighbors, LDR is committed to walking 

alongside those affected by the ongoing war.  

If you would like to give a donation to continue 

this work, please send your donation to St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church and mark it “LDR – 

Eastern European Crisis Response.” 100% of 

your donation will go to help those in need. 

Thank you for your donations to Lutheran 

Disaster Response -- as they continue to help 

people here in the United States and throughout 

the world! 

GOT INFORMATION TO SHARE? 

The Evangelism Committee loves sending cards 

to brighten the day of those who can't join us 

for worship. We need updated information for 

military members and college students who are 

away from home.  

If you have new information or address 

changes, please contact a member of the 

Evangelism Committee or call our church office 

at 570-366-2316. Thank you for helping us 

“stay connected!” 

LENTEN SOUP AND 

BREAD MEAL 

Join us for a simple meal of soup and bread 

together with good fellowship and words of 

faith on Wednesday, April 2 and 9, at 5 p.m. in 

Reidler Hall. You can sign up in our gathering 

room to bring soup or bread -- or just bring your 

appetite. Family, friends, and neighbors are 

welcome! For more information call our Church 

Office: 570-366-2316.  



SECOND SUNDAY  

SNACKS AND FELLOWSHIP 

Join us at St. Paul’s for Second Sunday Snacks 

and Fellowship! Every second Sunday through 

the month of May, enjoy refreshments and 

coffee from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. 

Individuals, families, or groups can host by 

bringing finger foods and juice. The church 

provides paper goods and coffee. 

Sign up in the gathering room. For questions 

about hosting, contact Jessica Swick at 936-

648-6809 or jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org. 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS 

Join us on April 3, 10, 16, 22, and 30, in the 

church basement craft room at 12 noon for 

crafting and fellowship.  

On Sunday April 13, our Spring creations will 

be on display in the basement and available for 

purchase after the early and late services. The 

items will remain available through Mother’s 

Day. Stop by to see our creativity “in bloom”. 

If you would like more information, please 

contact Kristin Durkee (804-380-9066) or Amy 

Dewald (570-449-4816). 

STiC NEWS 

Please see the Earth Day Flyer for “Welcome to 

the Woods” as our theme of The Guardianship 

of Trees takes off on April 12, 9-12. And, if you 

have a favorite haunt where you would be 

willing to post your copy, please do!  

Trail walks will resume again, but due to 

infrequent participation, I will be posting 

information about each walk in the gathering 

room the weekend previous to the walk, rather 

than taking extra space in the newsletter. As 

always, your company is really enjoyed! 

And newspapers continue to be needed at Red 

Creek Wildlife, so please keep bringing them as 

well as adding to our coin jar with loose change. 

With much gratitude, 

~Sue 

LOOKING FOR A NEW 

CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us. Take a copy of our 

newsletter. Check out our webpage. Visit us on 

Facebook. Watch our weekly video on 

YouTube. Talk to our pastor, our staff, or any 

member of our congregation. Get to know us 

better!  

We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are 

not old-fashioned. We don’t have all the 

answers, but we trust and believe in Jesus 

Christ. Everyone is invited to worship with us, 

grow in faith, and work together to the glory of 

God. 

ADULT FORUM 

We will complete our study of Jesus’ Final 

Words by Adam Hamilton on Sunday April 6 

and will not meet on Palm Sunday (April 13) or 

Easter Sunday (April 20). 

We will resume the Adult Forum on Sunday, 

April 27, using Phillip Cary’s The Nicene Creed 

to better understand and celebrate what we as 

Lutherans believe.  

For more information, contact the church office 

or Barbara Lafko at bjlafko@yahoo.com or 

570-366-1208. 

ATTENTION GRADUATES! 

Do you know a student that graduated late last 

year or one who will graduate in May or June of 

2025?  

Please let us know so that we can celebrate 

his/her achievements on our Facebook page, in 

the newsletter, and on our website. Send the 

name of the graduate, school, degree, and any 

future plans. Also include a picture that you 

would like to share.  

Send your info to Jessica Swick through our 

church Facebook page, email it to 

jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org, or text it to her 

at (936) 648-6809.  



REBATES FROM 

BOYER’S FOOD MARKETS 

St. Paul’s will earn a rebate of 1% of your 

grocery shopping bill if you participate in 

Boyer’s Rebate Program. 

On the gathering room table under the bulletin 

board, you will find a mug of scannable 

keychain cards. Take one, shop at Boyer’s Food 

Market, and present it to a cashier while your 

items are being scanned. That’s it. Boyer’s will 

rebate 1% of your total purchases (excluding 

tax, milk, and cigarettes) and send us a check 

twice every year.  

There is no limit to the amount of money our 

church can earn from this program for our many 

needs. If you haven’t done so already, pick up a 

scannable Boyer’s Food Market keychain card 

today! Shop and donate to St. Paul’s! 

A CALL TO  

MORE FAITHFUL GIVING 

Our church needs your support. Every donation, 

big or small, helps us gather new members, 

spread Christ's teachings, and serve our 

community. Your contributions keep our church 

running to aid those in need, and safe and 

welcoming space. Please consider increasing 

your giving to St. Paul’s ministry.  

Also consider the benefits of giving through 

Secure Plus. 

 

COUNCIL OFFICERS ELECTED 

On Monday, February 17, our Council elected 

its officers for 2025. They include President 

Deb Bolinsky, Vice President Bill Smoot, 

Secretary Wayne Lutsey, Treasurer (and non-

voting member) - Karen Travor.  

Other council members include Tina Butler, 

Evan Davis, Kristen Durkee, Sarah Eger, Jerry 

Goessel, Krista Harding, Jill Krewson, Cindy 

Ritschel, and Greg Sklar. 

Please get to know our council members and 

share your thoughts with them! 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

• At the bequest of the ad hoc committee 

formed by Council to assess the best use of 

the lower-level space formerly occupied by 

the daycare tenant Growing Tree, the 

Property Committee has begun talking with 

local general contractors about much needed 

repairs and improvements to the upper 

parking lot. More to follow as it will likely 

be an expensive endeavor. 

• Earnest thanks to those members who have 

increased their weekly giving in response to 

the $24,000 annual deficit caused by the loss 

of the daycare rental income. 

• While improvements are being discussed by 

the ad hoc committee for Reidler Hall and 

the kitchen, it's now available for use by the 

church at large and by members. Please 

contact the Church Secretary should you 

desire to use it.  

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER  



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Michelle Davenport 

 2 Ashlyn Hannaway 

 3 Kent Eisenhuth 

 4 Mark Heim, Riccardo Muntone 

 5 Julia Kunkel, Krista Callaghan,  

 Wayne Lutsey 

 6 Ian Correll, Erin McKivigan 

 7 Lindsay Ritschel Novelli 

 8 Janet Just 

 9 Cindy Sklar, Corey Scheipe 

10 Erin Winkel, Hunter Teter, 

 Nicole Lutsey 

11 Matt Drey 

12 Tyler Moyer 

13 Robert Krause, Jr., Cara Pelletier, 

 Betty Direnzo 

14 Heather Jenkins, Davin Hine 

15 Julianne Schenck, Jonathan Phillips 

17 Jennifer Brueninghaus, Pastor Mike 

19 Sarah Kramer, Robin Zimmerman 

22 Victoria Spitler, Matthew Blair 

23 Jennifer Steely 

24 Brandon Eschbach, Evan Davis 

26 Connor Callaghan 

27 David Miller, Deb O’Connor 

28 Jim Spotts 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 4 Jim & Jodi Spotts 

 7 Kevin & Janice Blair 

 9 Steve & Krista Harding 

13 David & Nancy Kaiser  

16 Carsten & Jennifer Brueninghaus 

18 Rick & Andrea Dancheck 

20 Gerald & Barbara Hinnershitz 

22 Sonny & Connie Teter  

23 Greg & Cindy Sklar  

27 George & Lynn Smith 

************************************** 

"Be thou comforted, 
little dog, thou too in 
Resurrection shall have 
a little golden tail." 
Martin Luther on the power of the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

APRIL FLOWER SPONSORS 

APRIL 6 

Altar: In honor of Lindsay’s, Jayda’s, and Lily’s 

birthdays by Jeff and Cindy Ritschel. 

Chancel: OPEN 

APRIL 13 

Altar: In honor of our daughter, Victoria Spitler, 

by her parents, Tina and Scott Butler. 

Chancel: In honor of Juli’s birthday, 4/15, by 

Sue and Kurt Schenck. 

APRIL 20 

Altar: In memory of loved ones by Diane 

Brobst. 

Chancel: OPEN 

APRIL 27 

Altar: OPEN 

Chancel: In honor of Andrew Wehr’s birthday 

by his parents, Tom and Gwen Wehr. 

APRIL BULLETIN SPONSORS 

APRIL 6 

OPEN 

APRIL 13 

In memory of Corrinne Shoener by daughter 

Kathleen and family. 

APRIL 20 

OPEN 

APRIL 27 

OPEN 

************************************** 

BIRTHDAY WISHES! 

On Saturday, April 5, Julia Kunkel hopes to 

celebrate her 98th birthday. She enjoys visits 

from her many friends and relatives at Seton 

Manor Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in 

Orwigsburg, PA.  

Please send birthday cards to Julia at home 

address: 1010 East Market Street, Orwigsburg, 

PA. 17961. 

  
 



APRIL 2025 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY APRIL 6 APRIL 13 APRIL 20 APRIL 27 
 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 

GREETER Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding Krista Harding 

USHER Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/ 
COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Amy Dewald Connie Teter Kay Weidensaul Ruth Ann Withers 

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 

GREETER  Jill Krewson Jill Krewson Tina Butler Jerry Goessel 

USHER Joanne Emerich Wayne Lutsey Tina Butler Jerry Goessel 
   Victoria Spitler  
   Diane Brobst 
   Mike Lado 

LECTOR Elinda Lado Eric Eger Juli Schenck Sue Schenck 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Deb Bolinsky Doug Travor Dave Krewson Evan Davis 

ALTAR GUILD Joyce O’Rourke Joyce O’Rourke Joanne Emerich Joanne Emerich 
 Becky Smoot Becky Smoot Gwen Wehr Gwen Wehr 

COUNTERS Gwen Wehr Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter 
 Glenda Bright Diane Brobst G. Dierwechter Barb Sterner 
   Pat Davis Joanne Emerich 
*********************************************************************************** 
MAUNDY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY 
7 P.M. THURSDAY, APRIL 17 7 P.M. FRIDAY, APRIL 18 

GREETER: TBD GREETER: TBD 

USHER: Jeff Ritschel USHER: Elinda Lado 

LECTOR: Deb Bolinsky 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Jeff Ritschel 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller & Connie Teter ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller & Connie Teter 
*********************************************************************************** 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 – Ext. 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 no email address 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

OUR CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY FROM 9 A.M. to 12 NOON. 

  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


APRIL 2025 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

APRIL FOOLS 

DAY! 

Evangelism 

6:30 p.m. 

2 

Lenten Soup & 

Bread Meal 5 p.m. 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

3 

Crafters’ Guild 

12 Noon 

4 5 

Worship w/Holy 

Communion 

5:30 p.m.  

6 

5 LENT 

Worship with 

Holy Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum 

9:15 a.m.  

7 8 

WELCA 1:00 p.m. 

9 

Lenten Soup & 

Bread Meal 5 p.m. 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

10 

Crafters’ Guild 

12 Noon 

11 12 

“EARTH DAY” 

EVENT 

Worship 5:30 p.m. 

13 

PALM/PASSION 

SUNDAY 

Worship with 

Holy Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum & 

Youth Sunday 

School 9:15 a.m. 

Refreshments 

between services 

Children’s Sunday 

School 10:30 a.m. 

“EASTER EGG-

STRAVAGANZA” 

12 noon to 2 p.m. 

14 

Council 7 p.m. 

15 16 

Crafters’ Guild 

12 Noon 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

17 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

7:00 p.m. 

18 

GOOD FRIDAY 

7:00 p.m. 

Food Pantry (fill 

boxes) 6:00 to 7:00 

p.m. St. Paul’s leads 

work! 

19 

HOLY 

SATURDAY 

Food Pantry 

(distribute boxes) 

8:45 to 11:00 a.m. 

St. Paul’s leads 

work! 

Prayer, Meditation, 

and Reflection 

5:30 p.m.  

20 

RESURRECTION 

OF OUR LORD - 

EASTER 

Worship with 

Holy Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

21 22 

EARTH DAY 

 

Crafters’ Guild 

12 Noon 

23 24 

Rainbow Friends 

10:00 a.m. 

25 26 

Worship 5:30 p.m. 

27 

2 EASTER 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum 

9:15 a.m. 

28 29 30 

Crafters’ Guild 

12 Noon  

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

7 p.m. 

   

THE ORIGINS OF APRIL FOOL’S DAY 

The origins of this lighthearted day are not entirely clear, but one common theory ties it to the adoption 

of the Gregorian calendar in 1582. Before that, many European countries followed the Julian calendar, 

which celebrated New Year's Day around the end of March. When Pope Gregory XIII introduced the 

Gregorian calendar, moving New Year's Day to January 1st, some people continued to celebrate the old 

date due to tradition or confusion. Those who adopted the new calendar playfully called these 

individuals “April fools,” marking them with jokes and tricks.  
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UP-COMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Lenten Soup and Bread Meals – Wednesday, April 2 & 9 from 5 to 6 p.m. 

Earth Day Celebration – Saturday, April 12 from 9 a.m. to 12 Noon. 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 13, at 8 & 10:30 p.m. 

Easter Egg-stravaganza! - Sunday, April 13 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Maundy Thursday, April 17, at 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 18, at 7:00 p.m. 

Holy Saturday, April 19, at 5:30 p.m. 

The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday), April 20, at 8 & 10:30 a.m. 

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ST. PAUL’S? 

Check out our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org or find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg. Call our church office at 570-366-2316 

Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 Noon. 
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