Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, February 23, 2025

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING
PRELUDE "Ave Verum" F. Haydn

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us now confess our sins, that we may be renewed in our covenant of Holy
Baptism.

Silence for reflection.

Gracious God,
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.
We have not been good stewards of your creation.
We have not shared the gifts you have given to us.
We have not treated strangers with kindness.
Forgive us our sins, so that we may live in the light of your grace. Amen.

Hear God’s good news of peace and salvation.
Through Jesus Christ, the light of the world,
your sins are forgiven, and you have the promise of eternal life! Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “All Creatures of Our God and King”
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, may we
sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant,
that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



WORD

A READING FROM GENESIS
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

* Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer.
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. > And now do not
be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. 8 For the famine has been in the land these two years;
and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.

" God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive
for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. ° Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph,
God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 1° You shall
settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and
your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have.
11 will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—
so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.””
15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers
talked with him. (Genesis 45:3-11, 15)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40 (Read responsively)
Do not fret because of the wicked;
do not be envious of wrongdoers,
*for they will soon fade like the grass,
and wither like the green herb.
3Trust in the LORD, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
“Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
>Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act.
°He will make your vindication shine like the light,
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.
"Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him;
do not fret over those who prosper in their way,
over those who carry out evil devices.



8Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath.
Do not fret—it leads only to evil.
For the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.
1%yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more;
though you look diligently for their place, they will not be there.
11But the meek shall inherit the land,
and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.
$The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD;
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.
“0The LoRD helps them and rescues them;
he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them,
because they take refuge in him.

A READING FROM FIRST CORINTHIANS

% But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” ¢ Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 3” And as for
what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of
wheat or of some other grain. 8 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to
each kind of seed its own body.

4230 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. # It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. #* It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. *° Thus it is written,
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. 4 But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual.
47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.
48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. ° Just as we have borne the image of the
man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

YWhat | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

(1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 27 “But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, % bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. ?° If
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 3° Give to everyone who begs from
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 3! Do to
others as you would have them do to you.

32<If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. 23 If you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
to receive as much again. * But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. ¢ Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful.

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; * give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into
your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” (Luke 6:17-26)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”
[See back of bulletin]



THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Read in Unison)
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Guiding God, you call us to love our enemies and to show kindness even in the face
of cruelty. May our actions reflect your boundless grace and be a testament of your
love for the whole world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

As animals hibernate and fields lay dormant, let them be a reminder that life and
faith are always changing. May we, with all creation, trust that the ending of one
thing offers the promise of another. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Bless our leaders who work to end violence in our nations, cities, and towns. Give
them wisdom and discernment that they may do what is good and right for the sake
of all people. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Protect those who live with violence outside the walls of their home or even under
their very roof. We especially pray for everyone on our prayer list. Comfort all who
seek your love and care. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Empower our faith communities to be signs of your gracious love. Bless
organizations and individuals who provide care and support to those who
desperately need such things. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the enduring witness of those who have lived and died in faith.
May the memory of what they said and did encourage us to persevere until our Lord
comes again in power. God of grace, hear our prayer.



(The Pastor concludes): We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and
certain hope that your promise is revealed among the people. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8 AM) "Prayer" T. Davis
ANTHEM (10:30 AM) "Jesus, Come to Us" D. Haas
OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our
life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give
way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
Q . | — : } !
5 — = ===
Ho - ly, ho ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
! e e i T ——! =
G= = if_‘_i P ; i_i*f—q:/ti
Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
N — r—
)7 A = 1 J[ ; I { f | —
e e e e e e e s e e ™
<J b 1
Ho - san - na in the high est. Bless-ed is he who
0 , |
M M | M
w—d w— — y — - [ o w— S
Py 1 o] } e . —— —
comes in the name of the Lord.  Ho-san- na in the high - est

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world, you gave
your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal
life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ.



Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a
living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Through Jesus Christ, the light of the world, heavenly food has been set upon this
table for us. Come, let us feast!

INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. You may dip a
wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it.

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, come forward
and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

If you are unable to come forward to receive the Sacrament, please raise your hand. We will
share the Sacrament with those on the pulpit side of the nave followed by those on the lectern
side.



AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
[See back of bulletin]

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God, through a simple shared meal you reveal your faithfulness to us and to
all of humanity. Anoint us with your Spirit, and open our hearts and minds, that we
may be signs of your grace and compassion, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
May the light of Christ, revealed to us in Word and Sacrament, strengthen your
faith, embolden your witness, and gladden your hearts. And may Almighty God,

Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen,

SENDING HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth”
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL
Refreshed in faith and renewed in spirit, go now in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Grand Processional C. Sergisson

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
B R R . = 3
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Introduction to the Day: Joseph embodies it in Egypt, Jesus teaches it in the

gospel, and for believers the Spirit leads us to live mercifully, always be willing to

forgive. This way of life is a baptismal blessing. It reflects God's love and glory

revealed in Christ, the Son of God.
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Altar flowers are presented in memory of my dear brother, Joseph Goetz, by sister
Pat and brother-in-law Evan.

Bulletins are presented in honor of Jackson Ritschel’s 10" birthday by Jeff and
Cindy Ritschel.

Chancel flowers are presented in memory of Stu Richards, by wife Danielle, on his
76" birthday.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, February 23  8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Adult Forum
10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion

Wednesday, February 26 12 Noon  Crafters’ Guild
6:00 PM  Bell Choir
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir

Saturday, March 1 5:30 PM  Worship with Holy Communion

Sunday, March 2 8:00 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Adult Forum
10:30 AM  Worship with Holy Communion
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ASH WEDNESDAY

Our Ash Wednesday service is set for Wednesday, March 5 at 7: 00 p.m. The
imposition of ashes and the sharing of Holy Communion will be offered at this
service. Let us faithfully gather to worship together on Ash Wednesday as we begin
the season of Lent.

WEATHER CHECK: STAY SAFE!

If you're unsure if worship is still on due to bad weather, just give us a call at (570)
366-2316 and listen to the outgoing message. You can also check our Facebook
page for any updates. Stay safe — check before you head out!



SERVING THIS SUNDAY (2/23/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers

10:30 AM

GREETER: Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Gloria Dierwechter; LECTOR: Wayne Lutsey
COMMUNION ASST.: Kristin Durkee

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (3/2/25)

8:00 AM

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers

10:30 AM

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHER: Karen Shoener; LECTOR: Chris Long
COMMUNION ASST.: Deb Bolinsky

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright
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“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our next Second Sunday School class will take place on Sunday, March 9! Children
ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and
fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12
are invited to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.
Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell)
swoodring86@hotmail.com.

A MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT!

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to brighten the day of those who
can't join us for worship. To keep our list current, we regularly need updated
information for military members and college students who are away from home.

If you have new information or address changes, please contact any Evangelism
Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-2316. Thank you for
helping us stay connected!


mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com

GATHERING HYMN  “All Creatures of Our God and King”

sing Al-le-lu - ia, Al-le-Iu - ia! O
part, sing  prais - es, Al-le - lu - ia! All

04 o . \ | | . \ | !
G 3 — ol o —— —
A3V A
Py) A

& r fpf % :
1 All crea-tures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us
4 All you who are of ten-der heart, for - giv-ing oth-ers, take your
5 Let all things their Cre - a - tor bless, and wor-ship him in hum-ble-
| ° ,
A O s o ©
)4 3518 5 & 8,. R
T A | | | | | [#] / | [ | | |
\ | ! _— — ‘ \ \ \ | |
~

f 4 || J | ;

é;#j,tfﬁ T e e ———
- & ’
Zp % . e ~r s <

burn-ing sun with gold-en
you who pain and sor-row

ness, O praise him, Al-le - lu - ia! Praise, praise the Fa-ther,praise the
N
oo PP £ 2, ? el
'/': #ZLEI.L — | | | ’
T — [~ J
\ [ ] | | | [ I |
f 4 | |
@ LU ¢ ) ‘1*

df\fﬁﬁ TR

beam, and  sil-ver moon with soft - er gleam, O praise him, O

bear, praise God and on him cast your care,
Son, and praise the Spir - it, Three in  One,

praise him, O
praise him, O

Ll

_ S
'l:::u.& —
e > ==
il <
ﬁﬁ“‘ H
_\w_;q. -~ :
praise him, Al-le - a, u a, - /\ ia!
N on) P —
o :E#?*Q—P—P P
774 = S
> e =T N

LENTEN SOUP AND BREAD MEAL

Join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for a simple meal of soup, bread, and
butter together with fellowship and words of faith. Our Lenten Soup and Bread
Meals begin on March 12 at 5 p.m. Bring soup or bread to share or just bring your
appetite. A sign-up sheet is in the gathering room. Family, friends, and neighbors

are welcome! For more information call our Church Office: 570-366-2316.



HYMN OF THE DAY

“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken™
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PTO SHOE DRIVE

Blue Mountain Elementary East PTO is organizing a "Shoe Drive" to raise funds
and support families in developing countries. Justin Durkee, a member of our
congregation, is collecting and delivering donated shoes. Please bring new or gently
worn shoes (any type) when you come to worship. A donation box is in the narthex.
The deadline is Sunday, March 1. Thank you for your support.

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME?

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our
webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to
know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned.
Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God!

A CALL TO MORE FAITHFUL GIVING

Our church needs your support. Every donation, big or small, helps us gather new
members, follow Christ's teachings, and serve our community. Your contributions
keep our church running, aid those in need, and offer a welcoming space for all.
Please consider increasing your giving to the church!



COMMUNION HYMN

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud-den - ly re -turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let wus see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom-ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy  tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - 1y,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy  hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
all n heav’'n we take our place, tll we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’'ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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SENDING HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth”
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I For the beau-ty of the earth, for the
2 For the won-der of each hour of the
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the
4 For the joy of hu-man Ilove, broth-er,
5 For each  per-fect gift of thine, peace on
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beau -ty of the skies,
day and of the night,
heart and mind’s de - light,
sis - ter, par - ent, child,
earth and joy in heav’'n;

for the love which from our birth o - ver
hill  and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly givin:
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and a-round wus lies:

gen - tle thoughts and mild:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac -1 -fice of praise.
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OUR PASTOR & STAFF

Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316
Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152
Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-617-9617

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809

pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

No Email
karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
cwlutsey@gmail.com
jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON
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