
Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord  
Tuesday, December 24, 2024 – 9:00 p.m. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE    “Christmas Carol Medley”     Handbells 

WELCOME  

CAROL    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”     #283 

[See back of bulletin] 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth, we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 

day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

WORD 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 

 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

  those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.  

 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 

  they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder.  

 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

  authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   



 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 

  for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.    (Isaiah 9:2-7) 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 96:1-4, 11-12a (Read responsively) 

 O sing to the LORD a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

  tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 Declare his glory among the nations, 

  his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

  he is to be revered above all gods.  

 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice. 

 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

  let the field exult, and everything in it. 

A READING FROM TITUS 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.    (Titus 2:11-14) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 
Please stand if you are able. 

CAROL           “Angels We Have Heard on High”     #289 vs. 1 

1 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

 and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.  



GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.    Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them.     (Luke 2:1-20) 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ. 

CAROL           “Angels We Have Heard on High”     #289 vs. 3 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 

 come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.   

Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

CAROL          “Away in a Manger”     #277 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, 

and all people. 

A brief silence.  



Angels sing with praise, and shepherds run with haste. Send us into the world to 

proclaim the salvation you reveal this night. Strengthen our voices to share your 

good news with all. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

The seas roar, and the trees sing for joy. Inspire us with awe and reverence to care 

for all that fills the fields, skies, and seas. Help us protect the beauty of your 

creation. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

The nations declare your glory. Break the rod of the oppressor in every land and 

bring peace where there is conflict. Guide leaders towards justice and 

reconciliation. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

The holy family finds shelter with the animals. Open our hearts to those who are 

homeless, alone, or far from home this evening. Help us extend your love and 

hospitality to all in need. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

A child is born for us and light shines on the weary. Bring healing and wholeness to 

everyone on our prayer list and those whose names we keep in our hearts. Comfort 

and strengthen those who are suffering. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

The heavenly host praises you. Sustain us in the blessed hope revealed this night. 

Make us eager for good deeds, sharing your love and mercy with all. Fill our hearts 

with joy and gratitude. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

(Pastor concludes): Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore 

us with your great and everlasting mercy. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     And also with you. 

OFFERING 

ANTHEM         “All is Well”    arr. L. Larson 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “What Child Is This”                         #296 vs. 1 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!   



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which 

you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these 

gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of 

your salvation from day to day. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the 

wonder and the mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory; that beholding the God made visible, we 

might be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  



SANCTUS 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, Creator of all that is good, in the beginning,  

your Word brought life into the whole world.  

In the fullness of time, you send your living Word, born of Mary,  

to shine in the darkness so that we might become your children.  

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen.  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come, let us gather at God’s table of peace. Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Everyone who has been baptized and seeks the forgiveness sins and the promise of 

eternal life through Jesus Christ is welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. This evening, we will commune by intinction. You will be given a 

wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) which you may dip into a chalice of wine (the 

Blood of Christ) before you consume it.  

If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, 

please come forward and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

Those who are unable to come forward should indicate to the pastor that they wish 

to receive the Sacrament, and he will commune them where they are. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”   #282 

     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    #279 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen.  



SENDING 

THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES (Responsive Reading) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  

 and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, 

 and without him not one thing came into being.  

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness,  

 and the darkness did not overcome it. (John 1: 1-5) 

Let us now share the light of Christ! (Please light your neighbor’s candle) 

CAROL        “Silent Night, Holy Night”    #281 

[See back of bulletin] 

BLESSING 

May the Word that Mary brought to birth  

 carry you into new and abundant life.  

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms  

 enfold you with love and strength. 

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song  

 bring harmony to our world.  

And the blessing of Almighty God,  

 the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

 be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.  

CAROL            “Joy to the World”     #267 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. Thanks be to God! 
Please extinguish your candle. 

POSTLUDE      “A Christmas Postlude”    K. Varner 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 
******************************************************************* 

  



******************************************************************* 
Introduction to the day: Amid darkness, we welcome the light of the Christ. Isaiah 

declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring 

peace and justice. Paul reminds us that through Jesus Christ, God’s grace brings 

salvation to all people. Angels declare that Jesus’ birth is joyful news for everyone. 

Filled with the light, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING TONIGHT – CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 PM 

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHERS: Jerry and Nora Goessel 

LECTOR: Sarah Eger; COMMUNION ASST.: Kay Weidensaul 

9:00 PM 

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Tina Butler and Victoria Spitler 

LECTOR: Bill Smoot; COMMUNION ASST.: Chris Long 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Glenda Bright 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/29/29) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Barb Sterner; LECTOR: Gwen Wehr 

COMMUNION ASST.: Becky Smoot 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Glenda Bright 

******************************************************************* 

  THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Wednesday, December 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 

  Church Office is closed 

Saturday, December 28  No scheduled worship 

Sunday, December 29  1st CHRISTMAS 

 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum  

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

******************************************************************* 
 

  



CAROL    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”     #283 
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“O Come, All Ye Faithful” #283  

 



CAROL          “Away in a Manger”     #277 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SET 

Our annual congregational meeting will be on Sunday February 16, 2025, 

immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Please mark your new 

calendar for this important meeting! In case of inclement weather (or other 

emergency), our annual meeting will be held on the following Sunday at the same 

time. 

PASTOR WILL BE ON VACATION 

Pastor Mike will not lead our worship on December 28 and 29. There will not be a 

worship service on Saturday, December 28 at 5:30 p.m. However, the Reverend 

Cynthia Kennett will lead worship at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 p.m. on Sunday, 

December 29. Please welcome Pastor Kennett and make her feel at home! 

******************************************************************* 
IF A PASTOR IS NEEDED IN AN EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL 717-649-3532.  



CAROL        “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”    #282 

 

 

 

 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER 

The Evangelism Committee has set the date of Saturday, February 22, 2025, for a 

“progressive” dinner. Two additional host homes are needed for this annual event. 

If you would like more information or are willing to volunteer, please contact our 

church office before December 31.  



CAROL     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    #279 

 

WEATHER CHECK: STAY SAFE! 

If you're unsure if worship is still on due to bad weather, just give us a call at (570) 

366-2316 and listen to the outgoing message. You can also check our Facebook 

page for any updates. Stay safe — check before you head out!  



CAROL      “Silent Night”      #281 

 

 

 

  

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our 

webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to 

know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. 

Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God  



CAROL      “Joy to the World”     #267 

 

WINTER NATURE SERIES 

On Sunday, January 19 at 1:30 p.m., the Forest Stewards of Schuylkill County 

Conservancy will offer a presentation on the “Guardianship of Trees” in Reidler 

Hall. This presentation is one part of a three-part series hosted by local churches.  

Please contact Sue Reier (570-617-3741) for more information.  



“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our next Second Sunday School class will take place Sunday, January 12! Children 

ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and 

fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 through 12 

are invited to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com. 

GOT INFORMATION? 

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to brighten the day of those who 

can't join us for worship. To keep our list current, we need updated information for 

military members and college students who are away from home. 

If you have new information or address changes, please reach out to any 

Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-2316. Thank 

you for helping us stay connected! 

ATTENTION: COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Your year-end reports for 2024 will be needed by Sunday, January 5, 2025. Please 

have them completed, proofread, and ready for print by the deadline date. Email 

your file(s) to: office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org. 

A CALL TO MORE FAITHFUL GIVING 

As we reflect and give thanks, we have an opportunity to see how much our 

generosity helps our church and community. Every donation, big or small, shows 

our dedication to Christ's teachings of love and service to our neighbors. 

Our church needs your support more than ever. Your regular contributions keep our 

church running, allow us to grow our outreach programs, help those in need, and 

provide a welcoming space for all. Please consider increasing your giving now - 

and in the coming year! 

******************************************************************* 
OUR PASTOR & STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager     936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com
mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS 

You may take your plant(s) with you after the 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve worship. 

Presented in honor of: 

Hadley Bolinsky by Mom and Dad (1 red) 

Kate Bolinsky by Mom and Dad (1 red) 

Danika Bolinsky by Mom and Dad (1 red) 

Alex, Brian, Mike, Victoria, and Emily by Mike and Elinda Lado (1 white) 

Kevin and Rachel Long by Christine Long (1 red) 

My children, Frank Madeira, Shannon Brennan, and Matthew Madeira by Diane S. 

Madeira (1 red) 

Bill and Cindy Moyer and Family, Scott and Sandra Ludwig and Family, Fern and 

Rodney Houser and Family by Fern Moyer (1 red) 

Pastor Diefenderfer by Danielle Richards (1 red) 

Our children, Jeffry II and Amanda, Joel and Cristi, and Lindsay and Kevin by Jeff 

and Cindy Ritschel (1 red) 

Our grandchildren, Jayda, Lily, Jackson, and Josephine by Jeff and Cindy Ritschel 

(1 red) 

Kurt and Juli Schenck by Sue Schenck (1 white) 

Our family for the Christmas season by Bill and Becky Smoot (1 red) 

Sofia and Nicholas Celli by Brian Stoudt (1 red and 1 white) 

Our dear grandchildren, Kristen and Patrick O’Donnell, Thomas John and Victoria 

Wagner, and Gavin Wehr by Tom and Gwen Wehr (1 red) 

My Family by Kay Weidensaul (1 white) 

James P. Withers by Ruth Ann and Wayne Withers (1 white) 

Our grandchildren, Sean, Milo, Greta, Arthur, and Miriam by Steve and Robin 

Zimmerman (3 white) 

 

Presented in memory of: 

Charles W. Weidensaul by Al and Krista Callaghan (1 white) 

Patrick and Mary Callaghan by Al and Krista Callaghan (1 red) 

Rosemary Rusinko (Julia Kunkle’s sister) by The Class of 1952 (1 red) 

James J. Close III by Marianne and Jim Close (1 white) 

John, Ann, and Susan Snyder by Marianne and Jim Close (1 white) 

Continued  



Presented in memory of: 

Our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rohrer, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Emerich by  

Joanne and Jim Emerich (1 red) 

Bill and Gloria Biever by Ed and Cheryle Foulk (1 red) 

Billy Biever by Ed and Cheryle Foulk (1 white) 

Eric C. Shaud by Nancy Kaiser (1 red) 

Robert and Mary Ebinger by Elinda and Mike Lado (1 red) 

Dr. Michael Lado Sr. by Elinda and Mike Lado (1 red) 

Jack A. Lengel by James W. Lengel and the Lengel Family (1 red) 

G. Roger Lengel by James W. Lengel and the Lengel Family (1 red) 

Grandparents, George and Freida Kolbe Somers, and William R. and Lottie Long 

Lengel by James W. Lengel and the Lengel Family (2 red) 

Guy R. and Frances Somers Lengel by James W. Lengel and the Lengel Family     

(1 red) 

Butch Logan by Lynn Logan (1 red) 

Carl Long by Christine Long (1 red) 

My parents, John and Grace Rarick by Diane S. Madeira (1 red) 

My husband, Charles and my daughter, Deborah by Fern Moyer (1 red) 

My parent, Margaret and Francis Piacine by Danielle Richards (1 white) 

Stu Richards by Danielle Richards (1 white) 

Our parents, Richard and Florence, Eugene and Elizabeth by Jeff and Cindy 

Ritschel (1 white) 

Duke, my parents, Ralph and Muriel Reibie, and my brother “Buck” by Sue  

Schenck (1 red) 

All of our family who have passed by Bill and Becky Smoot (1 red) 

Herbert Steinert by Mary Steinert (1 red) 

My husband, David Sterner by Barb Sterner (1 red) 

Aunt Mabel and Uncle Milo Gerhard by Barbara Sterner (1 red) 

Aunt Florence Grim by Barbara Sterner (1 white) 

My parents, John and Helen Dreher by Barbara Sterner (1 white) 

Loved ones by Lester and Constance Teter (1 red) 

Frank and Olivette Snyder by Mr. and Mrs. Steve Thomas (1 red) 

Harold and Jean Thomas by Mr. and Mrs. Steve Thomas (1 red) 

                                                                                                                     Continued  



Presented in memory of: 

Sue Kramer, our wonderful friend by Tom and Gwen Wehr (1 red) 

My Parents and Grandparents by Kay Weidensaul (1 white) 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Withers by Ruth Ann and Wayne Withers (1 red) 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Pitts, Jr., by Ruth Ann and Wayne Withers (1 red) 

Robert C. F. and Joy A. Wolfe by Scott R. Wolfe (3 red) 

Dennis A. Wolfe by Scott R. Wolfe (3 white) 


