
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 22, 2024 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

(8:00 AM)                              "Blessed Is He That Cometh"                       Beethoven 

(10:30 AM)                                     "Merciful Savior"                               M. Hambry 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure, and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for 

Christ’s advent. As we light candles on this wreath, open our eyes to your presence 

in the lowly ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of 

your advent among us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 

“We Are Waiting for Jesus”     [Four candles are lit.] 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us now confess our sins. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

O God of love and forgiveness, 

 we confess that we have lost our way and are captive to sin.  

We have neither welcomed the stranger, nor loved our neighbor. 

We have not shared your good gifts with those in need. 

Open our eyes, our hearts, and our hands  

 that we may be reconciled and renewed by the light of Christ. Amen. 

Know that through Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven, 

 and that you are freed to live as children of God. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your grace and with your strength 

free us from the sin that binds us, so we may receive you in joy and serve you 

always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen.  

WORD 

A READING FROM MICAH 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. (Micah 5:2-5a) 

The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

A RESPONSIVE READING FROM LUKE 
46b My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

 47 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

 From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
49 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

 and holy is your name. 
50 You have mercy on those who fear you, 

 from generation to generation.   



51 You have shown strength with your arm 

 and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
52 casting down the mighty from their thrones 

 and lifting up the lowly. 
53 You have filled the hungry with good things 

 and sent the rich away empty. 
54 You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

 to remember the promise of mercy, 
55 the promise made to our forebears, 

 to Abraham and his children forever. (Luke 1:46b-55) 

 

A READING FROM HEBREWS 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 

law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in 

order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  (Hebrews 10:5-10) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

  



GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, 

that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed 

that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
                   (Luke 1:39-45) 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.   



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 

that long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God who unites us, help us build bridges with those of different traditions and 

faiths. Ground us in the message of your incarnation and empower us to pursue 

justice and peace in the world. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God who created the world, we marvel at the beauty around us. Awaken our hearts 

to care for the wildlife in our communities. Make us faithful stewards of your good 

creation. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God who rules, Mary's song tells of a new way of life that lifts the lowly and feeds 

the hungry. Inspire our leaders to care for all people, especially those who are 

overlooked and often forgotten. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God who lights our way, in the darkness of our days remind us that you are always 

with us. Comfort those who are lonely and grieving. We especially pray for 

everyone on our payer list. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God who guides us, shepherd the leaders of this congregation. Open their eyes to 

new obstacles and new possibilities. Open their hearts to listen to the voices of 

those in need. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God who gives life, you keep all your promises. We thank you for those who have 

gone before us, and we praise you for your steadfast faithfulness. Lord, in your 

mercy, receive our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and 

the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.   



OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8:00 AM)   "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming"                   J. Purifoy 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)        "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming"             M. Praetorius 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Merciful God, we offer the gifts of our hearts and lives to the service of all your 

people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through 

Jesus Christ, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your living Word who dwelled among us, full of grace and truth. 

In his death and resurrection, we rejoice in our new birth 

and we look with hope for his coming again in glory. Come, Lord Jesus. 



Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Dwell among us and bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people and fill us with your light. 

Come, Holy Spirit.  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. Communicants 

may dip a wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it.  

If you or your child would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, please come 

forward and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

Those who are unable to come forward should indicate that they wish to receive the Sacrament, 

and they will receive it as they sit in their pew. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty and eternal God, help us to carry your Word into the world so that 

everyone might know your abundant mercy and amazing grace, we ask this by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

May Almighty God protect you from all evil 

May you abide in hope and abound in faith. 

May you love God and serve your neighbor with great joy  

 until that day when Christ comes again. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN        “Once in Royal David’s City” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Lord is near. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                      "And the Glory of the Lord"                                 Handel 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Cradle and cross are intimately connected on 

the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and 

Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us that 

Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  

******************************************************************* 

POINSETTIA PLANTS 

If you have donated poinsettia plants for Christmas and do not want to take them 

home, please call our church office and leave a message on our answering machine. 

  



SERVING THIS SUNDAY (12/22/24) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Joanne Emerich; LECTOR: Doug Travor 

COMMUNION ASST.: Pat Kunkle 

ALTAR GUILD: Joyce O’Rourke and Becky Smoot 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Joanne Emerich 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 PM 

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHERS: Jerry and Nora Gossel; LECTOR: TBA;  

COMMUNION ASST.: Kay Weidensaul 

9:00 PM 

GREETER: Tina Butler 

USHER: Tina Butler and Victoria Spitler; LECTOR: Bill Smoot 

COMMUNION ASST.: Greg Sklar 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Glenda Bright 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/29/24) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Barb Sterner; LECTOR: Gwen Wehr 

COMMUNION ASST.: Becky Smoot 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Glenda Bright 

******************************************************************* 

WINTER NATURE SERIES 

On Sunday, January 19 at 1:30 p.m., the Forest Stewards of Schuylkill County 

Conservancy will offer a presentation on the “Guardianship of Trees” in Reidler 

Hall. This presentation is one part of a three-part series hosted by local churches.  

Please contact Sue Reier (570-617-3741) for more information. 

  



  THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, December 22  4th ADVENT 

 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Tuesday, December 24  CHRISTMAS EVE 

 5:00 PM No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant 

 9:00 PM Candlelight and Carols Service 

  Holy Communion at both services 

Wednesday, December 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 

  Church Office is closed 

Saturday, December 28  No scheduled worship 

Sunday, December 29  1st CHRISTMAS 

 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum  

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

******************************************************************* 

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our next Second Sunday School class will take place Sunday, January 12! Children 

ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and 

fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  

Young people aged 7 through 12 are invited to a youth group with Bible study and 

activities from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. (Parents are invited to stay and enjoy fellowship 

time with snacks and coffee while their children are in class.)  

Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com. 

PASTOR WILL BE ON VACATION 

Pastor Mike will not lead our worship on December 28 and 29. There will not be a 

worship service on Saturday, December 28 at 5:30 p.m. However, the Reverend 

Cynthia Kennett will lead worship at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 p.m. on Sunday, 

December 29. Please welcome Pastor Kennett and make her feel at home! 
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GATHERING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 

 

GOT INFORMATION? 

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to brighten the day of those who 

can't join us for worship. To keep our list current, we need updated information for 

military members and college students who are away from home. 

If you have new information or address changes, please reach out to any 

Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-2316. Thank 

you for helping us stay connected! 

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our 

webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to 

know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. 

Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God!  



COMMUNION HYMN   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  

 

WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

On Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24, we will hold a “No Rehearsal Christmas 

Pageant” during our 5:00 p.m. service. Children and adults are invited to participate 

in the story of our Lord’s birth. At 9:00 p.m., we will hold our traditional Christmas 

Eve candlelight and carol service. Holy Communion will be shared at both services. 

Please come and bring a friend or neighbor!  



SENDING HYMN          “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

ATTENTION: COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Your year-end reports for 2024 will be needed by Sunday, January 5, 2025. Please 

have them completed, proofread, and ready for print by the deadline date. Email 

your file(s) to: office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org. 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER 

The Evangelism Committee has set the date of Saturday, February 22, 2025, for a 

“progressive” dinner. Two additional host homes are needed for this annual event. 

If you would like more information or are willing to volunteer, please contact our 

church office before December 31.  



ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SET 

Our annual congregational meeting will be on Sunday February 16, 2025, 

immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Please mark your new 

calendar for this important meeting! In case of inclement weather (or other 

emergency), our annual meeting will be held on the following Sunday at the same 

time.  

2025 FLOWER AND BULLETIN DEDICATIONS 

The green Flower and Bulletin binder has been updated! Sponsors for Altar flowers, 

Chancel flowers, and bulletins can now be dedicated for the coming year.  

A CALL TO MORE FAITHFUL GIVING 

As we reflect and give thanks, we have an opportunity to see how much our 

generosity helps our church and community. Every donation, big or small, shows 

our dedication to Christ's teachings of love and service to our neighbors. 

Our church needs your support more than ever. Your regular contributions keep our 

church running, allow us to grow our outreach programs, help those in need, and 

provide a welcoming space for all.  

Please consider increasing your giving now - and in the coming year! 

WEATHER CHECK: STAY SAFE! 

If you're unsure if worship is still on due to bad weather, just give us a call at (570) 

366-2316 and listen to the outgoing message. You can also check our Facebook 

page for any updates. Stay safe — check before you head out! 

******************************************************************* 
OUR PASTOR & STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager     936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON 

******************************************************************* 
IF A PASTOR IS NEEDED IN AN EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL 717-649-3532. 
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