
The First Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 1, 2024 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE       "Prepare Thyself, Zion"                               J. S. Bach 

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure, and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

We praise you, Almighty God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us 

from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord with all the saints and angels. 

Enlighten us with your grace and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. We 

ask this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws 

near. Amen. 

“We Are Waiting for Jesus”     [The first candle is lit.] 

 

 

 
  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess now our sins. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

O God of love and forgiveness, 

 we confess that we have lost our way and are captive to sin.  

We have neither welcomed the stranger, nor loved our neighbor. 

We have not shared your good gifts with those in need. 

Open our eyes, our hearts, and our hands  

 that we may be reconciled and renewed by the light of Christ. Amen. 

Know that through Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven, 

 and that you are freed to live as children of God. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your mercy, alert us to the dangers 

of our sins and redeem us for a life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM JEREMIAH 
14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made 

to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 

live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our 

righteousness.”         (Jeremiah 33:14-16) 

The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 25: 1-10 (Read responsively) 
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; 

let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
2Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
3Show me your ways, O LORD, 

and teach me your paths. 
4Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
5Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

for they are from everlasting. 
6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, 

 O LORD.  



7Gracious and upright is the LORD; 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
8He guides the humble in doing right 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 
9All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
10For your name’s sake, O LORD, 

forgive my sin, for it is great. 

A READING FROM FIRST THESSALONIANS 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 

you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.  

  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 

for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in 

holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus with all his saints.           (1 Thessalonians 3:9-13) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 

earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for 

the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to 

take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near.”  



  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 

near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom 

of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 

have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 

unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 

whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape 

all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:25-36) 

The Gospel of the Lord.          Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “The King Shall Come” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.   



  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 

that long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God of righteousness, your people await your coming with hope. Renew our 

passion for shared mission and strengthen our relationships with other Christians. 

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of the cosmos, all creation reveals your presence. Help us sense your goodness 

and love in all your creation. Make us faithful stewards of all that you have 

entrusted to us. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of the nations, your reign extends over all lands and seas. Give our leaders 

hearts for justice and peace. Encourage policies that benefit the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions. Be near to all who are 

changing jobs, moving, welcoming children, or facing the loss of loved ones. Daily 

remind us of your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of life, bring healing and wholeness to all who suffer. We especially pray for 

everyone on our prayer list. Protect those who live amid violence and shield those 

who risk their lives for the sake of others. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of remembrance, we give you thanks for men and women who have witnessed 

to your truth. Help us follow their example with renewed faith today and expectant 

hope tomorrow. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.  



(The Pastor concludes): Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and 

the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8:00 AM)  "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"                       C. Berry 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)        "Waiting"                                         P. Choplin 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Merciful God, we offer the gifts of our hearts and lives to the service of all your 

people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through 

Jesus Christ, our pathway and our peace. Amen.  



MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.   



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your living Word who dwelled among us, full of grace and truth. 

In his death and resurrection, we rejoice in our new birth 

and we look with hope for his coming again in glory.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Dwell among us and bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people and fill us with your light. 

Come, Holy Spirit.  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. Communicants 

may dip a wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it.  

If you or your child would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, please come 

forward and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

Those who are unable to come forward should indicate that they wish to receive the Sacrament, 

and they will receive it as they sit in their pew.  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty and eternal God, help us to carry your Word into the world so that 

everyone might know your abundant mercy and amazing grace, we ask this by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

May Almighty God protect you from all evil 

May you abide in hope and abound in faith. 

May you love God and serve your neighbor with great joy  

 until that day when Christ comes again. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Lord is near. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                     "Allegro"                                        G. F. Handel 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

*******************************************************************  



******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the day: Advent is about the "coming days." Throughout history, 

God's people have eagerly awaited these times. The ancients looked forward to a 

"righteous Branch" from David, the Thessalonians awaited Jesus' return with the 

saints, and Jesus' contemporaries hoped “to stand before the Son of Man.” With 

them we eagerly await the future: another Christmas celebration and the advent of 

Christ. 

******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in memory of Guy and Frances Lengel by James 

Lengel and the Lengel Family. 

*******************************************************************

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (12/1/24) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul 

10:30 AM  

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Tom Wehr; LECTOR: Kristin Durkee 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Tina Butler 

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Sue Schenck 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr and Glenda Bright 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/8/24) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Amy Dewald 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Glenda Bright; LECTOR: Sue Schenck 

COMMUNION ASST.: Wayne Lutsey 

ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst 

******************************************************************* 

PLEASE WELCOME PASTOR DAVID ROWE WHO IS LEADING OUR WORSHIP 

TODAY! 

******************************************************************* 

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS? 

Poinsettias are priced at $9.00 each this year. Please choose red or white blooms 

and fill out the form included in this bulletin. Order forms and money are due 

TODAY.  



  THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, December 1  1st ADVENT 

 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum  

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Tuesday, December 3 6:00 PM Service Ministry 

Wednesday, December 4 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Thursday, December 5 12 NOON WELCA Luncheon at the 

   McKeansburg Hotel 

Saturday, December 7 10 AM-NOON “Holly Jolly” Christmas Party 

 11 AM- 4 PM Crafters’ Guild at the Orwigsburg 

  “Holly Trail” Event 

 5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion 

Sunday, December 8  2nd ADVENT 

  SECOND SUNDAY 

 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum and Youth Sunday School 

 9:00 to 10:15 AM Second Sunday Snacks and Fellowship 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  Children’s Sunday School 

  Crafters’ Guild Open House in the  

  basement following both services. 

 11:30 AM Finance 

******************************************************************* 

WELCA NEWS 

St. Paul's women are encouraged to attend the Christmas luncheon to be held on 

Thursday, December 5 at the McKeansburg Hotel from 12 noon to 3 p.m. The menu 

selection and sign-up sheet for this event is in the gathering room. The In-gathering 

offering has been designated for the Zion Red Church steeple repairs. Pastor Jan of 

Zion will join us and give an update on the project. The deadline to sign up is today. 

2025 FLOWER AND BULLETIN DEDICATIONS 

The green Flower and Bulletin binder has been updated! Sponsors for Altar flowers, 

Chancel flowers, and bulletins can now be dedicated for the year 2025.  



ANGEL TREE 

Our annual “Angel Tree” project provides gifts to local school-age children whose 

families visit the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. Each child has 2 gift tags and a stocking. 

The tags contain the first name & age of the child and their gift wish. We ask that 

spend about $20 per tag. Each child has a stocking that you can fill with age-

appropriate goodies. You do not need to select all the tags for the same child. 

Please contact Deb Bolinsky at (570)789-3540 or debbolinsky@gmail.com with 

questions or concerns. 

GOT INFORMATION? 

Our Evangelism Committee loves sending cards to brighten the day of those who 

can't join us for worship. To keep our list current, we need updated information for 

military members and college students who are away from home. 

If you have new information or address changes, please reach out to any 

Evangelism Committee member or call the church office at 570-366-2316. Thank 

you for helping us stay connected! 

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? 

Please worship with us again. Take a copy of our newsletter. Check out our 

webpage. Visit us on Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube and get to 

know us better! We have a rich Lutheran tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. 

Everyone is invited to worship with us and work together to the glory of God! 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD 

The Crafters’ Guild will meet Wednesday, December 4 starting at 12 noon in the 

basement craft room to work on projects for the Orwigsburg Library’s Holly Trail 

Event on December 7. Please join us for crafting and fellowship.  

Next Sunday, December 8, the Crafters’ Guild will hold an Open House in the 

basement. Please stop by to see their creations and do some holiday shopping after 

each service. 

“HOLLY JOLLY” EVENT 

Join us for our third annual Holly Jolly Christmas Party on Saturday, December 7, 

from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in our gathering room. Enjoy Christmas crafts, games, and 

hot chocolate! This festive event is open to children up to age 10 from both our 

church and the community. Bring a friend!  



GATHERING HYMN  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Our annual Christmas Concert will be held on Sunday, December 15 at 4 p.m. The 

program includes traditional carols, music by St. Paul’s Handbell Choir, Chancel 

Choir, and instrumentalists. Join us for light refreshments and fellowship following 

the concert.   



HYMN OF THE DAY  “The King Shall Come” 

 

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our next Second Sunday School class will take place next Sunday, December 8! 

Children ages 1 through 6 are invited to join us for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, 

fun, and fellowship during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Young people aged 7 

through 12 are invited to a youth group with Bible study and activities from 9:15 to 

10:15 a.m. (Parents are invited to stay and enjoy fellowship time with snacks and 

coffee while their children are in class.)  

Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com. 

SPONSOR A CHRISTMAS FOOD BOX 

For only $30 you can sponsor a Christmas dinner for a local family. Just write a 

check to Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry with "Holiday Dinner Box" in the memo 

line and drop it in our offering plate. We will ensure it reaches the Pantry. Thank 

you for your continued generosity to the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. 
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COMMUNION HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 
 

  



SENDING HYMN “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

On Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24, we will hold a “No Rehearsal Christmas 

Pageant” during our 5:00 p.m. service. Children and adults are invited to participate 

in the story of our Lord’s birth. At 9:00 p.m., we will hold our traditional Christmas 

Eve candlelight and carol service. Holy Communion will be shared at both services. 

Please come and bring a friend or neighbor! 

******************************************************************* 
OUR PASTOR & STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager     936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9:00 A.M. to 12 NOON 
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POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve will again be ordered from 

 Blue Mountain Farms in New Ringgold, PA. 

The cost of a 6.5” bloom plant is $9.00. 

 

Please indicate red or white blooms and to whom you wish to dedicate. 

If you choose not to dedicate the plants, you will be listed as a sponsor. 

 

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS DECEMBER 1! 

 

Please complete the bottom of this form and return it with payment to the plate 

marked “Poinsettias” in the gathering room. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

I would like to order ________ red poinsettia(s), 

 

I would like to order ________ white poinsettia(s), 

 

at $9.00 each. If you wish to dedicate your plant(s) “in honor/memory of,” 

please circle one for the lines you complete below. PLEASE PRINT. 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Are you paying with CASH?         or CHECK?           CHECK #__________ 
 

Total # of Poinsettias: _____________ Total amount enclosed: _____________ 

  


