
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Sunday, February 4, 2024 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                       "Meditation"                                         G. Blake 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

 whose voice is upon the waters, 

 whose mercy is poured out upon all people,  

 whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by our own sins  

 and by the brokenness that binds us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. 

We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us for all we have done and left undone. 

Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

 and by the power of the Holy Spirit - your sins have washed away; 

God remembers them no more! 

Now live as children of God and rejoice in the promise of eternal life. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.     And also with you.   

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us 

agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to 

the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  



WORD 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 
21Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

  Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

  and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

  and spreads them like a tent to live in; 

 23who brings princes to naught, 

  and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 

 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

 when he blows upon them, and they wither, 

  and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

 25To whom then will you compare me, 

  or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

  Who created these? 

 He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

  calling them all by name; 

 because he is great in strength, 

  mighty in power, 

  not one is missing. 

 27Why do you say, O Jacob, 

  and speak, O Israel, 

 “My way is hidden from the Lord, 

  and my right is disregarded by my God”? 

 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

 The Lord is the everlasting God, 

  the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

 He does not faint or grow weary; 

  his understanding is unsearchable. 

 29He gives power to the faint, 

  and strengthens the powerless. 

 30Even youths will faint and be weary, 

  and the young will fall exhausted;  



 31but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 

  they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

 they shall run and not be weary, 

  they shall walk and not faint.   (Isaiah 40:21-31) 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 147:1-11, 21c (Read Responsively) 
1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! 

  How pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 
2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; 

  he gathers the exiles of Israel. 
3He heals the brokenhearted 

  and binds up their wounds. 
4He counts the number of the stars 

  and calls them all by their names.  
5Great is our LORD and mighty in power; 

  there is no limit to his wisdom. 
6The LORD lifts up the lowly, 

  but casts the wicked to the ground. 
7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

  make music to our God upon the harp. 
8He covers the heavens with clouds 

  and prepares rain for the earth; 
9he makes grass to grow upon the mountains 

  and green plants to serve mankind. 
10He provides food for flocks and herds 

  and for the young ravens when they cry. 
11He is not impressed by the might of a horse; 

  he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 
12but the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, 

  in those who await his gracious favor.  
21cHallelujah! 

A READING FROM 1 CORINTHIANS 
16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is 

laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my 

own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a 

commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may 

make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.  



  19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so 

that I might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win 

Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am 

not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside the 

law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am 

under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I 

became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, 

that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I 

may share in its blessings.       (1 Corinthians 9:16-23) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.    Glory to you, O Lord.  

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of 

Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in 

bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by 

the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

  32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed 

with demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured 

many who were sick with various disease, and cast out many demons; and he would 

not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

  35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 

deserted place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for 

him. 37When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for 

you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may 

proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went 

throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out 

demons.           (Mark 1:29-39) 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Read in Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Everlasting God, you bring your healing power to the church. Give your church a 

spirit of unity and prayer, that we discern your way for us in the world. God of 

grace, receive our prayer. 

Creator of the earth, you make the grass grow and send rain for the soil. Bring your 

creation into harmony and balance. Inspire us to honor the miraculous beauty of all 

you have made. God of grace, receive our prayer.  



God without equal, your steadfast love endures forever. Bring the leaders, elected 

officials, and peacekeepers into understanding and unity. Guide them to serve with 

compassion and understanding. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

God who strengthens, you lift up any who are suffering. Heal those who are 

brokenhearted and strengthen the weak. We especially pray for all who live amid 

war and violence and everyone on our prayer list. God of grace, receive our 

prayer. 

God who gives power to the faint, challenge us to share our faith stories with others. 

Open our ears to hear the ways that your spirit is at work among your people, 

especially in those who see the world very differently than we do. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

God who calls each star by name, we remember those who have died in faith. 

Shelter all who mourn with your mercy and daily renew our hope with your 

promise of eternal life. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

(The pastor concludes): Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these 

prayers and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8 AM)             "Andante Cantabile"                                  R. Powell 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)                   "Only Jesus"                                     A. Williams  



OFFERTORY HYMN “Let the Vineyards be fruitful, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you, Holy One, you are the source of all good gifts. Your Spirit invites 

us to gather at this table as we hear your word of life and share in a simple meal. 

Nourish us and help us to follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

  



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our 

life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give 

way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  

 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  



THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. Communicants 

may dip a wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. After you have received the Sacrament, you may choose to briefly stand at the 

chancel rail before returning to your seat. 

If you or your child would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, please come 

forward and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

Those who are unable to come forward should indicate that they wish to receive the Sacrament 

and they will receive it as they sit in their pew. 

Communion is shared with those seated on the pulpit side and then with those on the lectern 

side. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN          “On Eagle’s Wings” 

(10:30 AM)        [See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

You claim us from the power of death and the devil, and you give us hope and 

abundant life. Abide with us in every storm and struggle, and teach us to love one 

another as you love us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING  

May Almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you now 

and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the light of Christ.    Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                "Glory to God"                                        D. Paxton 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the Day: In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and 

numbers the stars also strengthens the powerless. Jesus’ healing work we see the 

hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). 

Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and healed to serve. Following Jesus, 

we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet 

times of prayer. 

******************************************************************* 

Altar Flowers are presented in honor of Kate Bolinsky's 24th birthday by Deb and  

Stan  

Bulletins are presented in memory of Irma Kamp by Victoria and Alexandria 

Spitler and Tina Butler. 

  



******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (2/04/24) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Connie Teter 

10:30 AM  

GREETER: Doug Travor; USHER: Tina Butler;  

LECTOR: Sue Schenck; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Tina Butler 

ALTAR GUILD: Barbara Lafko and Amy Dewald 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (2/11/24) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers 

10:30 AM  

GREETER: Doug Travor; USHER: Joyce O’Rourke 

LECTOR: Robin Zimmerman; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Becky Smoot 

ALTAR GUILD: Barbara Lafko and Amy Dewald 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle and Diane Brobst 

******************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, February 4 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:15 AM Adult Forum 

  10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Tuesday, February 6 6:30 PM Evangelism 

Wednesday, February 7 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Saturday, February 10 8:30 AM Chili & Soup Sale on the Square 

 3:00 PM Crafters’ Guild at Kristin Durkee’s House 

 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, February 11  TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

  8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:15 AM Adult Forum and Teen Sunday School 

  10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

   Youth Sunday School  



PROGRESSIVE DINNER 

The Evangelism Committee invites all interested adults to participate in a 

Progressive Dinner on Saturday, February 24, beginning at 6 p.m. Anyone who 

attends the Saturday service on that date will be able to join in.  

Appetizers will be from 6 to 7 p.m. at the home of Barbara Sterner. At 7 p.m., we 

will proceed to the home of Michael and Elinda Lado for soup and salad. And at 8 

p.m., we will enjoy desserts at the home of Lee and Amy Dewald. 

A sign-up sheet for this event is located at the gathering place. If childcare is 

needed, please let our committee know. 

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our Second Sunday School class will take place next Sunday, February 11! 

Children ages 1-10 are welcome to come upstairs during the 10:30 AM service for 

Bible stories, fun, fellowship, and a snack. Students ages 11 to 18 are invited to join 

me between the services (9:15 - 10:15 a.m.) for a Teen Sunday School group.  

Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our annual congregational meeting will be on Sunday, February 18, 2024, 

immediately after the 10:30 a.m. worship service. In case of inclement weather, our 

annual meeting will be held on the following Sunday, February 25, following the 

late service. Members should mark their new calendars for this important meeting! 

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? 

Take a copy of our February newsletter. Check out our webpage. Visit us on 

Facebook. Watch our weekly video on YouTube. And get to know us better! 

We are a Lutheran congregation with a rich tradition, but we are not old-fashioned. 

While we treasure the past, we look forward to an even brighter future. Everyone is 

invited to worship and work together here to the glory of God!  

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com


GATHERING HYMN       “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

 

VALENTINES FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

Our STiC group has potted succulent plants and made Valentine’s Day cards for our 

homebound members. Please stop by the Gathering Room to sign our “Valentines.”  



HYMN OF THE DAY       “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” 

 

SOUP & CHILI SALE 

As an "appetizer" to Super Bowl Sunday, The Men of St. Paul's will host a Super 

Bowl Eve Chili & Soup Sale on Saturday, February 10 beginning at 8:30 a.m. “on 

the Square.” Come early for the best selection of delicious chilis, tasty homemade 

soups, and just baked breads and pastries. 

A “prayer” table will also be set up for all those who seek prayer in our community. 

If you would like to collect prayer requests or pray with those requesting prayer, 

please see Elinda Lado or call or text her at 570-573-0898. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

The season of Lent begins with the observance of Ash Wednesday. This year our 

Ash Wednesday service will be held on Wednesday, February 14 at 7 p.m. The 

imposition of ashes and the sharing of Holy Communion will be offered at this 

service. Please mark your calendars! 

  



COMMUNION HYMN               “On Eagle’s Wings” 

 
 

[CONTINUES NEXT PAGE]  



 

2023 ANNUAL REPORT 

Members should pick up and review our 2023 Annual Report PRIOR TO our 

Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, February 18. Reports are available in 

the narthex or call our office to request a copy. 

******************************************************************* 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky    570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152  

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager                  936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


SENDING HYMN       “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

 
  



Easter Flower Orders 
Please detach lower portion of this form and place it along with your payment in the 

offering basket located in the Gathering Room or return it to church by US Mail. 

Deadline: Sunday, March 3, 2024 

Please “PRINT” all necessary information! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Your name: ________________________________________________ 

 

FLOWER TYPE QUANTITY  PRICE   DEDICATION 

Easter Lilies      ______ X   $10.50    H/M__________________________ 

Daffodils       ______ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

6-bulb Tulips (Red)   _______ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (Purple) _____ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (Pink)  ______ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (White) _____ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

Hydrangeas         _____ X   $18.00    H/M__________________________ 

 

[NOTE: H = In Honor of or M = In Memory of] 

TOTAL $ _________  CASH    CHECK # ___________  

 

 

If more space is needed for dedications, please attach another sheet. 

  


