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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                   "Lenten Prelude"                                        R. Haan 

EXHORTATION 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to contend against all evil and resist 

everything that leads us away from the love of God and neighbor. I invite you, 

therefore, to take up the disciplines of Lent: self-examination and repentance, 

prayer and fasting, charity and works of love. 

CONFESSION  

Let us now make our confession: 

(Silence for self-reflection) 

Almighty God, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve 

punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your 

boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your son, Jesus 

Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive my sins, 

give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life, and bring me to life 

everlasting. Amen. 

God does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their 

wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him to grant us true repentance and his 

Holy Spirit, that those things we do on this day may please him, that the rest of our 

lives may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GATHERING HYMN        “How Firm a Foundation” 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

KYRIE 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son, you made an instrument of shameful 

death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that 

we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM GENESIS 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 

him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my 

covenant between me and you and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then 

Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with 

you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name 

be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 

multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations 

of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me   



and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 

everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 

Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 

her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 

from her.”               (Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 22:23-31 (Read responsively) 
23You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

  All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 

  stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

 24For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; 

  he did not hide his face from me, 

  but heard when I cried to him. 

 25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

  my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 

 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

  those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 

  May your hearts live forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

  and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. 

 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

  and he rules over the nations. 

 29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

  before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

  and I shall live for him. 

 30Posterity will serve him; 

  future generations will be told about the LORD, 

 31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

  saying that he has done it. 

A READING FROM ROMANS 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 

and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but  



also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it 

is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the 

God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 

things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become 

“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 

descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 

which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when 

he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver 

concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 

God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it 

was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will 

be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification.                (Romans 4:13-25) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 

three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 

and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things 

but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit  



them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 

return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”             (Mark 8:31-38) 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE NICENE CREED (read in unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  



 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 

well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

Nurture the gifts of the Spirit poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide 

the church. Give wisdom and discernment to bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, 

and leaders. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Save lives and habitats threatened by pollution and changing weather patterns. 

Preserve rainforests, deserts, and wildlife, so that generations to come may cherish 

your creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Uphold the worth and dignity of every person. Help us to see the face of Christ in 

the faces of our neighbors both here in our community and across distant oceans. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Protect all who live amid war and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those 

who are lonely, and comfort all who despair or are bereaved. We especially pray for 

everyone on our prayer list. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. Increase our trust in your 

guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of charity will reflect the 

love of Christ. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

We honor all your saints who strove to help others in your name. Inspire us by their 

example until you gather us with them into your heavenly kingdom. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

(The Pastor concludes): Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive 

the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8:00)   "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"                    T. Davis 

ANTHEM (10:30)                   "Where He Leads Me"                         Blandy/Norris  



OFFERTORY HYMN      “Come to the Table” 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

God our provider, you do not feed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and 

life. Bless us with these simple gifts which we have received from your bounty, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.  



It is indeed right and salutary that we should in all times and all places offer thanks 

and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your 

people cleanse their hearts and prepare for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith 

and life and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. 

And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn:  

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (read in unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  

Happy are those who are called to his supper.  

O Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. Communicants 

may dip a wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. After you have received the Sacrament, you may choose to briefly stand at the 

chancel rail before returning to your seat. 

If you or your child would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, please come 

forward and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

Those who are unable to come forward should indicate that they wish to receive the Sacrament 

and they will receive it as they sit in their pew. 

Communion is shared with those seated on the pulpit side and then with those on the lectern 

side.  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN   “Will You Come and Follow Me” 

[See back of bulletin] 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and as a model of the 

godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our 

lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN         “Guide me Ever, Great Redeemer” 

[See back of bulletin] 

DISMISSAL 

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord.     Thanks be to God! 



POSTLUDE                                "Postludium"                                            R. Moore 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the Day: The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the 

one made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of 

many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise 

comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where 

there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. 

Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get 

new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 

******************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, February 25  8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 3:00 PM Winter Nature Series at St. John UCC 

Wednesday, February 28  6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Midweek Lenten Service 

 7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

Saturday, March 2 5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion 

Sunday, March 3 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

******************************************************************* 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 

Our midweek Lenten series, “Symbols of Lent” continue each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Remaining topics include on February 28 – “Barren Stones,” March 6 – “Praying 

Hands,” March 13 – “A Money Bag,” and March 20 – “Fish.” Please come to our 

midweek Lenten series and ask a friend or neighbor to join you! 

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our Second Sunday School class will take place on Sunday, March 10! Children 

ages 1-10 are welcome to come upstairs during the 10:30 a.m. service and students 

ages 11 to 18 are invited to take part from 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. with our Teen group. 

Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com.  

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com


******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (2/25/24) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Kay Weidensaul; USHER: Pastor Mike;  

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Jill Krewson; USHER: Karen Shoener; LECTOR: Pat Kunkle 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Evan Davis 

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (3/3/24) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; USHER: Pastor Mike 

LECTOR/COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Doug Travor; USHER: Gloria Dierwechter; LECTOR: Wayne Lutsey 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Dave Krewson 

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright 

******************************************************************* 

A MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT! 

The Evangelism committee would like to continue sending cards signed by our 

church family to members who cannot worship with us in person (such as military 

personnel and college students away from home). Cards are located on the small 

table next to the prayer list. Please remember to sign our card(s) upon entering or 

before leaving our church. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

OUR PASTOR AND STAFF 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Amy Dewald, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 No Email 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 610-507-2797 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-617-9617 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager     936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


GATHERING HYMN           “How Firm a Foundation”  

 

EASTER FLOWERS 

Easter flower order forms can be found later in this bulletin. Because Easter will be 

on Sunday, March 31, the deadline to order flowers is Sunday, March 3.  

  



HYMN OF THE DAY    “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”   

 
  



COMMUNION HYMN       “Will You Come and Follow Me” 

 
  



SENDING HYMN            “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 

 
  



Easter Flower Orders 
Please detach lower portion of this form and place it along with your payment in the 

offering basket located in the Gathering Room or return it to church by US Mail. 

Deadline: Sunday, March 3, 2024 

Please “PRINT” all necessary information! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Your name: ________________________________________________ 

 

FLOWER TYPE QUANTITY  PRICE   DEDICATION 

Easter Lilies      ______ X   $10.50    H/M__________________________ 

Daffodils       ______ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

6-bulb Tulips (Red)   _______ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (Purple) _____ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (Pink)  ______ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (White) _____ X   $8.50      H/M__________________________ 

Hydrangeas         _____ X   $18.00    H/M__________________________ 

 

[NOTE: H = In Honor of or M = In Memory of] 

TOTAL $ _________  CASH    CHECK # ___________  

 

 

If more space is needed for dedications, please attach another sheet. 

  


