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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE      “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying"   R. Hobby 

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure, and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

We praise you, Almighty God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us 

from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the 

saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace and prepare our hearts to welcome 

him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and 

whose day draws near. Amen. 

 

“We Are Waiting for Jesus”     [The first candle is lit.] 

 

 

 
  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us now confess our sins. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

O God of love and forgiveness, 

 we confess that we have lost our way and are captive to sin.  

We have neither welcomed the stranger, nor loved our neighbor. 

We have not shared your good gifts with those in need. 

Open our hearts and hands,  

 that we may be reconciled and renewed by the light of Christ. Amen. 

Know that through Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven, 

 and that you are freed to live as children of God. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection, awaken us 

to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of 

your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

WORD 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.   



 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people.     (Isaiah 64:1-9) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (Read responsively) 
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 

 2before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 

  Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

 3Restore us, O God; 

  let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 4O Lord GOD of hosts, 

  how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears, 

  and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

 6You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 

  our enemies laugh among themselves. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 17But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

  the one whom you made strong for yourself. 

 18Then we will never turn back from you; 

  give us life, and we will call on your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

  let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

A READING FROM FIRST CORINTHIANS  
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 

speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been  



strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the 

end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 

faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.            (1 Corinthians 1:3-9) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 
GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, 

this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 

will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or 

else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say 

to all: Keep awake.”        (Mark 13:24-37)  



The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “The King Shall Come” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   



 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 

who await God’s day of restoration. 

A brief silence. 

Energize your faithful people to live with hope and compassion. Center us on your 

promise to come among us and make all things new. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

Your presence is felt in the brightness of the heavens, in the changing of the 

seasons, and in the life of every creature. Help us be good stewards of all that you 

have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Restore peace to nations in conflict, teach righteousness to corrupt leaders, and 

bring stability to areas facing uncertain futures. May every good word be coupled 

with many good deeds. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing. Stay close to those 

who await healing or relief. Bring healing and wholeness to all who suffer. We 

especially pray for everyone on our prayer list. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Remind us that you are present in the darkness as well as in the light, that we might 

trust and believe that we are never truly alone. Keep us strong in our faith and bold 

in our witness. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You gather your saints from every time and place in a great eternal fellowship. Help 

us to trust in you and follow in faith, that we too might join them and eternally sing 

your praise. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

(Pastor concludes): Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore 

us with your great and everlasting mercy. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8 AM) "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"    L. Smith 

ANTHEM (10:30 AM)       *“Waiting for a King"     J. Martin   



OFFERTORY HYMN  

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  

God of abundance and new life, we bring before you the fruits of your creation, and 

with them we offer our very lives. Teach us patience, renew our hope, and help us 

to care for those in need, until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

  



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. Communicants 

may dip a wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before 

consuming it. After you have received the Sacrament, you may choose to briefly stand at the 

chancel rail before returning to your seat. 

If you or your child would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, please come 

forward and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  

Those who are unable to come forward should indicate that they wish to receive the Sacrament 

and they will receive it as they sit in their pew. 

Communion is shared with those seated on the pulpit side and then the lectern side.  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” 

(10:30 AM ONLY) 

[See back of bulletin] 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty God, you have invited us to feast with you and with one another in this 

holy meal. Nourished now in body and spirit, send us forth from this table to 

proclaim your presence, even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

May the blessing of Almighty God, 

 the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN      “Soon and Very Soon” 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go now in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  



POSTLUDE     “Dona Nobis"     W. A. Mozart 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in memory of my grandparents, George and Frieda 

Somers, and their children, Clarence, Alice, Lydia, Frances, and George, by 

James Lengel and the Lengel Family. 

Bulletins are presented in memory of Lorain Kunkel and grandchildren, Bradley 

Kunkel and Paula Hubner, by Julia Kunkel and Family. 

*"Waiting for a King" was presented in loving memory of D. Mark Herb by Tom 

and Gwen Wehr. Additional copies of this anthem were purchased in 2023 by 

Cindy Ritschel and Sue Schenck in honor of Jeffry, Joel, and Lindsay, and 

Kurt and Juli. 

******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the day: Stir up your power, and come! When we hear Jesus 

describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can 

sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we 

really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God 

would tear open the heavens and come. 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (12/3/23) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; LECTOR: Amy Dewald 

COMMUNION ASST.: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Deb Bolinsky; USHER: Diane Brobst; LECTOR: Sue Reier 

COMMUNION ASST.: Cindy Ritschel 

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Diane Brobst 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/10/23) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Krista Harding; LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers 

COMMUNION ASST.: Ruth Ann Withers 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Wayne Lutsey; USHER: Bill Smoot; LECTOR: Deb Bolinsky 

COMMUNION ASST.: Pat Kunkle 

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Barb Sterner 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Diane Brobst, and Marlene Eidam  



  THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, December 3 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Tuesday, December 5 6:00 PM Service Ministry 

Wednesday, December 6       ST. NICHOLAS, BISHOP OF MYRA 

 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Thursday, December 7 Noon-3PM WELCA at McKeansburg Hotel 

Saturday, December 9 1:00-3:00 PM Holly Jolly Christmas Party 

 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, December 10 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

  “No-Rehearsal” Children’s Christmas 

  Pageant 

******************************************************************* 

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS 

The ELCA and Lutheran Disaster Response has a history of providing support for 

our partners in the Middle East. Your donations designated for “Middle East Crisis” 

will be used entirely (100%) to provide support to those whose lives have been 

impacted by disasters in the region. Gifts may be given by check to St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church with the memo line “Middle East Crisis.” Cash donations should 

also indicate that the donation is for the “Middle East Crisis.” 

WELCA NEWS 

A Christmas luncheon is scheduled at the McKeansburg Hotel on Thursday, 

December 7th from 12 noon to 3 p.m. A sign-up sheet with menu and cost is at the 

gathering table. Deadline to register is TODAY, Sunday, December 3rd. An in 

gathering offering will be received for The Friendship Hose Company. 

Please donate any extra 2024 calendars you may have to the Orwigsburg Food 

Pantry. Place these at the gathering table by December 14th. 

WELCA is also collecting hats and scarves for Seafarer’s International. The 

collection box is located in the narthex.  



DEADELINE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS! 

This year poinsettias are priced at $9.00 per potted plant. Please choose between red 

and white blooms and fill out the form found in this bulletin. Poinsettia orders and 

money must be received by TODAY, Sunday, December 3! 

UPCOMING SUNDAY SCHOOL EVENTS: 

Our Holly Jolly Christmas Party 

Our second annual Christmas party will take place on Saturday, December 9th in 

the church's gathering room.  Show up any time between 10 a.m. and 12 Noon for 

Christmas crafts, games, and hot chocolate! This is an event for the children of our 

church AND our community (up to age 10) so spread the word and bring a friend! 

Children's Christmas Pageant 

The whole church is invited to attend our "no rehearsal" Christmas Pageant on 

Sunday, December 10th, during the 10:30 a.m. service. There are no lines to learn 

and no practices to attend! Come to church during the 10:30 a.m. service, pick a 

costume, and join us in celebrating the birth of our Savior! Kids and adults of all 

ages are invited to participate!  

Please contact Sarah Eger with questions or to volunteer. (570) 394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com. 

CRAFTERS’ GUILD NEWS 

Need to do a little holiday shopping? The Crafters’ Guild has their creations, 

including some new Christmas items, on display in the gathering room and 

available for purchase (cash or check) TODAY. Stop by between and after the 

services. 

PRE-SCHOOL BOOKS NEEDED! 

At this time, the Food Pantry has a need for pre-school age children's books . I will 

collect the books and get them to the Food Pantry. I will need to drop them off by 

December 10th. Please contact me with any questions. 

Karen Travor   (610)507-2797 

2024 FLOWER AND BULLETIN DEDICATIONS 

The green Flower and Bulletin binder has been updated! Sponsors for Altar flowers, 

Chancel flowers, and bulletins can now be dedicated for the year 2024.   

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com


POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve will again be ordered from 

 Blue Mountain Farms in New Ringgold, PA. 

The cost of a 6.5” bloom plant is $9.00. 

 

Please indicate red or white blooms and to whom you wish to dedicate. 

If you choose not to dedicate the plants, you will be listed as a sponsor. 

 

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS DECEMBER 3! 

 

Please complete the bottom of this form and return it with payment to the plate 

marked “Poinsettias” in the gathering room. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

I would like to order ________ red poinsettia(s), 

 

I would like to order ________ white poinsettia(s), 

 

at $9.00 each. If you wish to dedicate your plant(s) “in honor/memory of,” 

please circle one for the lines you complete below. PLEASE PRINT. 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Are you paying with CASH?         or CHECK?           CHECK #__________ 
 

Total # of Poinsettias: _____________ Total amount enclosed: _____________ 

 

  



GATHERING HYMN “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “The King Shall Come” 

 

 
  



COMMUNION HYMN “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SENDING HYMN    “Soon and Very Soon” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Our annual Christmas Concert will be held on Sunday, December 17 at 4:00 p.m. 

The program includes traditional carols, music by St. Paul’s Handbell Choir, 

Chancel Choir, and instrumentalists. Join us for light refreshments and fellowship 

following the concert.  

ANGEL TREE 

Our Angel Tree project provides gifts to children who visit the Orwigsburg Food 

Pantry. We ask that you spend about $20 per tag. Each child will also have a 

stocking that you can fill with age-appropriate goodies. Please return your wrapped 

gift, the Angel Tree tag, and filled stockings by Sunday, December 10. 

Contact Deb Bolinsky at (570) 789-3540 or bolinksy5@verizon.net with questions. 

mailto:bolinksy5@verizon.net

