The Second Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 4, 2022

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
Blessed be God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure, and
whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

We praise you, Almighty God, for this circle of light that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle
within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness.
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed
us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day
draws near. Amen.

“Christ, Be Our Light” [Two candles are lit.]
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake,
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  “Prepare the Royal Highway”
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus prayto the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming,
help us to grow as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.,

WORD

A READING FROM ISAIAH
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2The spirit of the LoRD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
“pbut with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
SRighteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
*The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.



"The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
190n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. (Isaiah 11:1-10)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 (Read responsively)
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king's son.
2May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.
3May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
*May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.
*May he live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
®May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
’In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
18Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.
9Blessed be his glorious name forever;
may his glory fill the whole earth.

A READING FROM ROMANS

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. >May
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ®so that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.



"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God. 8For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf
of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, %and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name”’;

%nd again he says,

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
1and again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

and let all the peoples praise him”;
12and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come,

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;

in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:4-13)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
*Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey. °Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, ®and they were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

29



"But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? ®Bear fruit worthy of repentance. °Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise
up children to Abraham. °Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11¢T baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I
IS coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. ?His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn

with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:1-12)
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
[See back of bulletin]

THE NICENE CREED (Read in unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again
In accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that
yearns for new hope.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, we give thanks for hymn writers and theologians. Inspire teachers,
writers, and musicians to delight in your word and instruct your people. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Renew and
restore your good creation for the sake of this and future generations. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Raise up leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide
judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who are
oppressed. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Come and rescue all those who are exploited or abused. Comfort and help those
who are unemployed, homeless, hungry, or fleeing violence. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bring healing and wholeness to all who suffer in any way. We especially prayer for
everyone on our prayer list and all those who cannot join us to worship. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.



We give thanks for all the saints who have died trusting in your mercy. Sustain our
hope and strengthen us in faith until we are united with them in your eternal
presence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your
Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY MUSIC

OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards be fruitful, Lord”
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seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them, we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will
also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise

your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, all who hunger and thirst for food from heaven!



INSTRUCTIONS

All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ, are welcomed to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by way of intinction.
Communicants may dip a wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood
of Christ) before consuming it. If you or your child would like to receive a blessing rather than
the Sacrament, please come forward and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.
Those who are unable to come forward may receive the Sacrament as they sit in their pew.
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COMMUNION HYMN (10:30 a.m.) “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
[See back of bulletin]

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
May Almighty God protect you from all evil.
May you abide in hope and abound in faith.
May you love God and serve your neighbor with great joy
until that day when Christ comes again. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Hark, the Glad Sound”
[See back of bulletin]



THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Lord is near.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Introduction to the day: At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the
Baptist, who calls us to repent. For Christians, Jesus Christ is the root of Jesse, the
righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We
wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will
be no more tears or destruction. We are sent from the Lord’s Table in the spirit of
John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.
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Bulletins are presented in honor of Doug Travor for his hard work on the soup sale
by Barb Sterner.
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY (12/04/22)
8:00 AM
GREETER/USHER: Pastor Mike
LECTOR/ COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Connie Teter

10:30 AM

GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Jerry Goessel; LECTOR: Chris Long
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Evan Davis

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/11/22)

8:00 AM

GREETER/USHER: Pastor Mike

LECTOR/ COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald

10:30 AM

GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Joanne Emerich; LECTOR: Sue Reier
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Wayne Lutsey

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Diane Brobst, and Marlene Eidam



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, December 4 8:00 AM
9:15 AM

10:30 AM

1:00 - 3:00 PM

Monday, December 5 6:30 PM
Wednesday, December 7 9:00 AM
6:00 PM

7:00 PM

Friday, December 9 10:00 AM
Saturday, December 10 5:30 PM
Sunday, December 11 8:00 AM
9:15 AM

10:30 AM

Worship with Holy Communion
Adult Forum

Worship with Holy Communion
Holly Jolly Christmas Party

Property

STiC

Bell Choir
Chancel Choir

STiC Walk in Newton Falls
Worship

Worship with Holy Communion
Adult Forum
Worship with Holy Communion
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HOLLY JOLLY CHRISTMAS PARTY!!!

Our “Second Sunday” Sunday School will host a “Holly Jolly Christmas Party”
TODAY in the Gathering Room. Come between 1 and 3 p.m. for Christmas crafts,
games, and hot chocolate! This is an event for the children of our church and our
community (up to age 10). Come and bring a friend! Thank you for supporting our

Sunday School program!

ANGEL TREE

Our Angel Tree has arrived! This project provides gifts to local, school-aged
children who visit the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. Each child will have 2 gift tags and
a stocking. The tags will contain name and age as well as a gift wish. (We ask that
you spend about $20/tag.) Each child will also have a stocking that you can fill with
age-appropriate goodies. You do not need to select all the tags for the same child.

Please return your wrapped gift, filled stockings, and Angel Tree tag by
Sunday, December 11.

Thank you in advance for your continued generosity! Kay Weidensaul is always
proud of the support that St. Paul’s gives to the Orwigsburg Food Pantry and the
way we demonstrate “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Please contact Deb Bolinsky at
(570)789-3540 or debbolinsky@gmail.com with questions or concerns.
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POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve will again be ordered from
Blue Mountain Farms in New Ringgold, PA.
The cost of a 6.5” bloom plant is $8.50.

Please indicate red or white blooms and to whom you wish to dedicate.
If you choose not to dedicate the plants, you will be listed as a sponsor.

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS DECEMBER 4!

Please complete the bottom of this form and return it with payment to the plate
marked “Poinsettias” in the Gathering Room.

NAME:
| would like to order red poinsettia(s), at $8.50 each.
| would like to order white poinsettia(s), at $8.50 each.

If you wish to dedicate your flowers(s) “in honor/memory of,”
please circle one for the lines you complete below. PLEASE PRINT.

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Honor/Memory:

Are you paying with CASH? or CHECK? CHECK #

Total # of Poinsettias: Total amount enclosed: $




GATHERING HYMN  “Prepare the Royal Highway”
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ’ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar - ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore -told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No moreshall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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WE REMEMBER AND ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER!

The Evangelism committee would like to send cards, signed by our church family,
to the home bound and military and college students away from home. The cards

will be located on the small table with the prayer list. Please remember to sign our
card(s) as you enter or leave the church.




HYMN OF THE DAY

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
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By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it  raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

WELCA NEWS

Our Christmas Luncheon at the McKeansburg Hotel will be on Thursday,
December 15 at 12 Noon. Details and a signup sheet are available at the table in the
gathering room. Deadline to register and pay is Sunday, December 11. If you wish
to send a “Message from Home” to service people, the address list is at the
gathering table.

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS AND ARTISANS

St. Paul’s is establishing a crafting guild that makes items to sell at local community
fairs and events as a new outreach program and an opportunity for fellowship. All
proceeds from the sale of craft items will go to support St. Paul’s ministries. We are
looking for current crafters or anyone interested in learning a new craft. If you
would like more information, please sign the interest sheet in the gathering room, or
contact Kristin Durkee (804-380-9066) or Amy Dewald (570-449-4816).

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Our annual Christmas Concert will return on Sunday, December 18 at 4:00 p.m.
The program includes traditional carols, music by St. Paul’s Handbell Choir,
Chancel Choir, and instrumentalists. Join us for light refreshments and fellowship
following the concert. Everyone is welcome!



COMMUNION HYMN (10:30 a.m.) “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
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1 I want to walk as a  child of the Ilight I want to

2 I want to see . . . the bright-ness of  God. I want to

3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of  Christ. I want to
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa - tience the race, we shall know the joy of e - sus.
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In him there is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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SENDING HYMN “Hark, the Glad Sound”
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior

2 He comes the pris - ’ners o re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - Ty heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’n’s e - ter - nal
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pare a throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - Dble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.
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WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS AND GUESTS

Our offering plates are not “passed” during the service. Offerings can be placed in
the plate located in the center aisle in the back of the church before or after worship.
Our restrooms are in the back of our gathering room. Please look for the sign. If you
have other questions, please ask our Greeter or Usher.

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

On Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve, we will worship at 5:00 p.m. and 10:00
p.m. Candle lighting, carols, and Holy Communion will be featured. On Sunday,
December 25, Christmas Day, we will worship at a single 9:30 a.m. service with
carols and Holy Communion.

While there is no worship scheduled for Saturday, December 31, New Year’s Eve,
join us for a single worship service on Sunday, January 1, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. Holy
Communion will be offered. Please mark your calendars!



