Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 31, 2022

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
*******************************************************************
GATHERING
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sins, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

“As Saints of Old”
[See back of bulletin]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us
to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what
is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
A READING FROM ECCLESIASTES
2
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
12

I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and
to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business
that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are
done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.
2:18

I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave
it to those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or
foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under
the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair
concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all
their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do
not rest. This also is vanity.
(Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23)
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 49:1-12 (Read responsively)
1
Hear this, all you peoples; hearken, all you who dwell in the world,
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
2
My mouth shall speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
3
I will incline my ear to a proverb
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.

4

Why should I be afraid in evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
5
the wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods,
and boast of their great riches?
6
We can never ransom ourselves,
or deliver to God the price of our life;
7
for the ransom of our life is so great,
that we should never have enough to pay it,
8
in order to live forever and ever,
and never see the grave.
9
For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
10
Their graves shall be their homes forever,
their dwelling places from generation to generation,
though they call the lands after their own names.
11
Even though honored, they cannot live forever;
they are like the beasts that perish.
12
Such is the way of those who foolishly trust in themselves,
and the end of those who delight in their own words.
A READING FROM COLOSSIANS
1
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with
him in glory.
5
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is
coming on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed,
when you were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have
clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ
is all and in all!
(Colossians 3:1-11)
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge
or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to
store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be
merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
13

(Luke 12:13-21)

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
[See back of bulletin]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us pray with confidence.
A brief silence.
O God, where there is division in your church, bring reconciliation and healing.
Guide the work of teachers and all who provide instruction for the building up of
your church. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
O God, where creation cries out in distress, bring relief and renewal. Bless farmers,
ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land and all its
habitants. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
O God, where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. Strengthen
those who toil for the welfare of others and provide for the healing of the nations.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
O God, where your people suffer bring healing and wholeness. We pray for all who
grieve and for all who are victims of violence. We especially pray for everyone on
our prayer list and all whose names we hold in our hearts. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.
O God, where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring abundance and
vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give them clarity
for the work of ministry in this place. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
O God, we give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by their example of
faithful living to set our minds on things above and help us to truly love our
neighbors. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

(The Pastor concludes): Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and
hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC
OFFERTORY HYMN

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness, you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them, we offer ourselves to your service and
dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the
sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet for all is now ready.
INSTRUCTIONS
All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life in Jesus
Christ, are welcomed to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction. Communicants
are to dip a wafer of bread (the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (the Blood of Christ) before
consuming it. Those who are unable to come forward may receive the Sacrament as they sit in their
pews. If you or your child would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament, please come
forward and say, “A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMN

“Be Thou My Vision”
[See back of bulletin]

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“God of Grace and God of Glory”
[See back of bulletin]

THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.

*******************************************************************
Introduction to the Day: Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all
who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges
us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with
Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate
our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the
sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.
*******************************************************************
Altar flowers are presented in memory of Duke’s and my anniversary by Sue
Schenck, and in honor of Mom’s 32nd year of being a breast cancer
survivor by Kurt and Julianne Schenck.
*******************************************************************
FELLOWSHIP TABLE
Any church committee, family, or group of individuals may host a Summer
Fellowship Table. A sign-up sheet has been placed in the gathering room for your
convenience.

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (7/31/22)
9:30 AM
GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Gwen Wehr; LECTOR: Jim Spotts
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Sue Schenck
ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner
COUNTERS: Tom Wehr, Gwen Wehr, and Glenda Bright
SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (8/7/22)
9:30 AM
GREETER: Tina Butler; USHER: Jim Spotts; LECTOR: Hope Clarke
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Chris Long
ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner
COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Diane Brobst, and Marlene Eidam
THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sunday, July 31

9:30 AM

Worship with Holy Communion

Monday, August 1

6:30 PM

Worship & Music

Tuesday, August 2

6:30 PM

Evangelism

Friday, August 5

9:00 AM

STiC Walk in Landingville, PA

Saturday, August 6

5:30 PM

Worship with Holy Communion

Sunday, August 7
9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion
*******************************************************************
“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS”

On August 1st the Evangelism Committee will place a box in the narthex to hold
items donated to Opportunity House in Pottsville, PA. This will be our
congregation’s “God’s Work. Our Hands.” project for 2022.
The Opportunity House helps homeless veterans, their families, and those in need in
our area. Victoria Spitler, who is a member of St. Paul’s, is a case manager at
Opportunity House.
The following items will help the homeless (as well as the at-risk-of-becominghomeless) veterans and neighbors in our area: shampoo and conditioner, body soap,
hand sanitizer, deodorant, hand lotion, feminine hygiene products, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, razors, blankets, and towels.
Our donations will be presented to Opportunity House on September 11, 2020,
“Gods Work. Our Hands.” Sunday. Thank you in advance for your generosity!

GATHERING HYMN

“As Saints of Old”

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

SOCIAL MEDIA MINISTRY
Dates to Remember
The “Blessing of the Backpacks” will be held on Sunday, August 28, 2022, at 9:30
a.m. Teachers, students, and school staff are welcome. Please bring bookbags,
devices, etc. to be blessed for hopes of a wonderful 2022-23 academic year!
Our annual “Blessing of the Animals/St. Francis” event will be held at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, October 2, 2022, at the Albright’s Woods Pavilion. Bring your pet(s), no
matter how big or small, to receive a blessing – and more!

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
Our Evangelism Committee will host a table at the upcoming Farm to Square event
on Thursday, August 11, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Please stop and pay them a visit!

COMMUNION HYMN

“Be Thou My Vision”

“SECOND SUNDAY” SUNDAY SCHOOL
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer break! The Sunday School team is busy
planning for the upcoming term which will begin the Second Sunday of September.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 11th!
If you are interested in volunteering your time to help with the Sunday School
program, please contact me. Any amount of time or effort would be greatly
appreciated!
Sarah Eger
570-394-3522 (cell)
swoodring86@hotmail.com

SENDING HYMN

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

