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CHRIST IS RISEN!  

HE IS RISEN INDEED!



EASTER 2022 – NO IDLE TALE 
 

“I love to tell the story…” So goes the great old 

hymn. But the world is filled with stories today, 

that are tough to tell. As Covid lingers. As the 

war in Ukraine breaks our hearts. What’s next? 

And will it be worse? Just as much, I worry: can 

we trust each other anymore? Trust enough to 

share any kind of news, and believe it, together? 

Do we still hold in common, any of the 

assumptions, beliefs, and causes we used to 

share? Or is our world now filled only with 

suspicions and deceptions – “fake news” from 

all sources, on all sides? 

 

On that first Easter Sunday, still overshadowed 

by Good Friday, bleakness and distrust were 

also all around. Even when those energized, 

overjoyed women burst in, announcing the most 

amazing thing they had ever seen and heard – 

HIS TOMB IS EMPTY! JESUS IS RISEN! – 

even then, “all the rest” dismissed their report 

as nothing more than “an idle tale” (Luke 

24:11). 

 

We are the church. We are called to be 

different. If the prevailing winds of our world 

today are seeking to blow us apart, the Holy 

Spirit winds us back together. God calls us to 

come to the places of sadness and sickness and 

doubt and despair – where all hope is dead and 

buried – and be ready to be amazed. Ready to 

see (and say!) what was dead – is now ALIVE. 

What was lost – is now FOUND. What was 

impossible – is now POSSIBLE. Real. True. 

And trustworthy. Jesus is risen, and we shall 

arise. The Bible prophets foretold it. Jesus said 

it, again and again. But almost nobody could 

trust it. Until God made it true, and sent people 

out to spread the word, the good news, the 

gospel. God is still sending us today. This 

Easter Sunday is like the first: a world full of 

doubt and distrust. A world full of conflict and 

separation. In the midst of it all, Christ is 

standing here with us. The Holy Spirit is in us 

and giving us courage. And God is making all 

things new, even now.  

Jesus is risen, and we shall arise. Let us share 

this good news, for ALL people, for ALL 

creation. Holy God, give us the power to trust 

it, and to share it. Rebuild in us: trust in you. 

And through us: rebuild trust throughout our 

world, with justice, with peace, with faith, hope, 

and love.  

 

Blessed Easter to you and yours! 

Bishop Christopher deForest 

Northeastern PA Synod, ELCA 

 

 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 
 

Our Holy Week worship begins with 

Palm/Passion Sunday on Saturday, April 9 and 

then at both services on Sunday, April 10. Join 

us to hear of our Lord’s triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem as well as the story of his Passion. 

 

Our Maundy Thursday worship will be held on 

April 14 at 7 p.m. as we reflect upon the events 

of our Lord’s Last Supper. The Sharing of Holy 

Communion and the stripping of the altar are 

part of this special service. 

 

A service of Tenebrae (Latin for “shadows”) 

will be held on Good Friday, April 15 at 7 p.m. 

Our worship focuses on our Lord’s suffering 

and death upon the cross for the sake of the 

world. During this service, lit candles are 

extinguished, and hymns are sung that remind 

us of the price Jesus paid for our sins. 

 

The evening of Holy Saturday, Saturday, April 

16, will be a time of silent prayer, meditation, 

and reflection. The sanctuary will be open from 

5:30 to 7 p.m.  

 

We will celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord 

(Easter Sunday) on April 17 at 8 and 10:30 

a.m., respectively. Our worship will be filled 

with festive music as we gather to share the 

very Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, 

and rejoice in the most timeless and blessed 

news, “Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed!”  



SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

During our March Sunday School class, we 

welcomed our special guest Gwen Wehr, who 

shared with us the story of Noah and the Ark. 

Through story and song, students were able to 

learn all about Noah and his journey with the 

animals. Students were also able to visit the 

children's library and check out the library's 

many books about Noah. THANK YOU, Gwen 

for joining us in class! Our next Sunday School 

class will take place on Sunday, April 10th 

during the 10:30 service. Reminder to parents to 

please return the media release and student 

information forms as soon as possible. If you 

need the forms, please let me know.  Check out 

the church's Facebook page for Sunday School 

reminders, postponements, and events. Also feel 

free to call or text me if you would like to help 

out during a Sunday School class.  

EASTER EGG-STRAVAGANZA 

The Sunday School team will be hosting an 

afternoon of “egg-citing” activities for the 

children of our church and our community 

on Saturday, April 9th from 1-3 PM. Join us in 

the church gathering room, any time during the 

event, to participate in egg decorating, crafts, 

games, and even pictures with the Easter 

Bunny! Sign up on the sheet in the gathering 

room or join the event on St. Paul's Facebook 

page to R.S.V.P. Children up to age 10 are 

welcome to join the fun and fellowship! 

 

If you would like to donate items or your time, 

please see the sign-up sheets in the gathering 

room at church or contact me directly. Thank 

you for your continued support of the Sunday 

School program!! We can't wait to see you at 

the Egg-stravaganza!! 

 

Sarah Eger 

570-394-3522 (cell) 

swoodring86@hotmail.com 

RESTING IN GOD’S CARE 
 

Our sympathy and prayers go out to the friends 

and family of the late Edith E. Kriner of 

Orwigsburg, PA., who left this world on 

Sunday, March 13, 2022. 

 

Let us take comfort in these simple words from 

the Gospel of St. Mark, “The one who believes 

and is baptized will be saved….” (Mark 16:16) 

 

 

 

EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22! 
 

It’s hard to believe, but only 60 some years ago, 

we, in the United States, were only starting to 

become aware of the effects of pollution 

on the environment. But after a massive oil 

spill off the coast of California in 1969, 

the “modern environmental movement” 

began. By the very next year, Earth Day was 

founded as a national holiday.  

 

Try these tips below to start making a difference 

today, and “Together, we can Restore Our 

Earth™” (earthday.org). 

 

-Rethink how natural resources are precious and 

limited 

-Recycle plastic, metal, paper, and glass 

-Compost leftover food 

-Refuse single-use plastics 

-Reduce energy emission; how’s your Carbon 

Footprint? 

-Repair, re-use, repurpose 

-Switch out paper towels with a washable cloth 

-Switch to reusable shopping bags 

-Conserve paper 

-Simply think about generations to come 

 
  

mailto:swoodring86@hotmail.com


DONATIONS FOR 

UKRAINIAN RELIEF 
 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church at 

Minersville PA is collecting items to provide 

relief to the people of Ukraine. They do not 

accept donations of clothing due to high cost of 

shipping such items. Medical and personal 

supplies are their immediate priority.  

 

One way we can help them is by collecting 

over-the-counter pain relievers (like Tylenol, 

Advil, and aspirin, etc.). These items are 

compact and easy to transport. Pain relievers for 

children and babies are also much appreciated. 

Please check expiration dates on these items 

before you purchase them.  

 

If you would like to donate pain relievers, 

please bring your items to the donation box 

located in our narthex when you come to 

worship or during our regular office hours.  

 

If you would like to donate other needed items, 

please call St. Nicholas’ church office at 570 

544 4581. They can tell you what items are 

needed and how you can drop them off at their 

location in Minersville, PA, Monday through 

Friday. 
 

Thank you on behalf of St. Nicholas Ukrainian 

Catholic Church for your generous donations 

for the relief of the Ukrainian people. 

 

 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 

 

Pastor Mike will conclude his series on the “I 

AM” sayings of Jesus found in the Gospel of St. 

John, on Wednesday, April 6 at 7 p.m. The 

topic of his sermon will be “I AM …the Way, 

and the Truth, and the Life.” All are welcomed! 

EASTERN EUROPEAN 

CRISIS RESPONSE 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response is ministering to 

the people of Ukraine in their war-torn nation as 

well as in neighboring Hungary, Poland, and 

Slovakia. It also is providing humanitarian aid 

through ecumenical partners such as Lutheran 

World Federation and Church World Service. 

These partners reach out to refugees with 

immediate support and supplies such as food, 

blankets, water and hygiene kits. 

 

You can help the people of Ukraine through 

many international relief organizations 

including Lutheran Disaster Relief. If you 

would like to donate, please make your check 

payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and write 

"LDR - Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on the 

memo line. If you give cash, please write "LDR 

- Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on the 

envelope and place it in the offering plate. 

 

 

WELCA 

 

All of St. Paul’s women are invited to attend the 

next scheduled meeting on Tuesday, April 12, 

at 1 p.m. At this meeting, a vote will be taken to 

designate the Ingathering offering which will be 

received at the May meeting. Through the 

years, your generous offerings have all been 

very helpful and greatly appreciated. Please 

continue to save your coins, etc.! 

 

As we are painfully aware of the continuing 

tragedy in Ukraine, WELCA is researching 

ways to be helpful. Whether at home supporting 

our Ukrainian Catholic neighbors or those in the 

Ukraine, we are determined to be active 

participants in the healing and wholeness of the 

world.  

 

Look for updates about our efforts in the 

bulletin, newsletter and online. Please support 

our efforts as we seek to make a difference.  

  



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

1) A Girl Scout troop has begun using our 

gathering room every other Sunday afternoon 

from 3pm to 4:30pm for their meetings. We're 

excited to have them join us! 

 

2) Sarah Eger is planning an Easter Egg-

stravaganza in the gathering room for church 

youth on April 9th from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., 

including an appearance by the Easter bunny. 

More to follow. 

 

3) Doug Travor is getting bids to remove 

several aged trees at the cemetery. Our recent 

appeal for funds has generated over $1,200 

including a $500 donation from the Men's 

Group. Efforts also continue to find a contractor 

to assist with deferred tombstone maintenance. 

 

 

WORDS OF THANKS 
 

Our thanks to Carl Heintzelman for putting 

together the new “storage cart” which is in the 

south sacristy; to Jeff Ritschel for re-hanging 

the Altar Guild cork board in the south sacristy; 

and to Pastor Robert and Sue Reier for donating 

a Palm Sunday banner created by Rob’s mother. 

 

 

ADULT FORUM 
 

ADULT FORUM will conclude Journeying 

Through Lent with Luke on Sunday April 3, 

2022. Adult Forum will not meet on Palm 

Sunday or Easter Sunday. On Sunday, April 24, 

2022, we will continue our study of Isaiah 

using the materials “On Wings of Eagles” and 

“Voice for Justice.” 

 

 

EASTER PASCAL CANDLE 

Our new Pascal Candle has been given in honor 

of Isabella and Xavier by their grandmother, 

Barbara Lafko. 

STiC NEWS 
 

The Schuylkill County Conservancy 

branded OUR Schuylkill  

is pleased to be hosting our first  

OPEN HOUSE 

Saturday, April 30, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

right here in Saint Paul’s Gathering Room! 

Come meet our members. 

Explore our interest tables. 

Find out more about what we do 

And how we all can further support  

a healthy environment. 

Children’s activities available. 

Many thanks to Saint Paul’s for generously 

offering this opportunity to OUR Schuylkill! 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Individual Confession and Forgiveness is a 

ministry of the church through which a person 

[rather than the gathered assembly] may confess 

sin and receive the assurance of God’s 

forgiveness. There is a confidential nature to 

this order, in keeping with the disciple and 

practice of the Lutheran church. [Adapted from the 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal, page 243]. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor 

Mike at your convenience. He will be available 

for Individual Confession and Forgiveness on 

Holy Saturday, April 16, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

 

 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
 

The Evangelism Committee would like to 

continue sending cards to lift the spirits of our 

home-bound, college students, and military 

personnel. Please call Connie Teter (at 570-366-

0255) with new names and addresses as well as 

any changes of address. 

 

  



LIBRARY LADIES 
 

Happy Spring to all our St. Paul's family! The 

Library Ladies have made the transition to this 

new season by adding lovely, colorful flowers 

and new things to the Library Corner. We mice 

love the new spring decorations, especially the 

pretty egg tree done by Miz Chris and Miz 

Gloria! (We love to relax under it and read!)  

 

The book, Blake's JERUSALEM as Visionary 

Theatre by Suzanne M. Sklar has been given to 

St. Paul's Library by Greg Sklar. It is a part of 

Suzanne's doctoral thesis that she wrote while 

studying at Oxford University in England. 

Please ask Greg to share her special story with 

you! 

 

Interesting happenings: 

-- Recently, the 2nd Sunday School group 

visited the Children's Library (upstairs near 

Pastor Mike's office). Several books were 

checked out, and parents, guardians, and friends 

are welcome to stop in and encouraged to help 

your youngster check out a book to read at 

home. Some more Easter selections can be 

found at the Library Corner downstairs. 

 

-- At Rainbow Friends we offered Bibles that 

have been in the Gathering Room to anyone 

who wanted to take one. They were excited to 

have them! As a result, all remaining Bibles and 

hymnals, too, were taken to the L.I.F.E. Center 

to be shared with others in the group. Also, 

some will be shared with Welcome Methodist 

in Landingville. God bless those who will be 

receiving these gifts! 

 

Have a blessed Easter with your family and 

friends! We library mice will be joining Miz 

Gloria at her house for Easter dinner! Lots of 

yummy crumbs to share! 

 

                          ------Melvin, Herman, and Lucy 

 

 

 

EASTER: MORE THAN A DAY! 
 

Easter, which celebrates Jesus Christ’s 

resurrection, is Christianity’s most important 

holiday. It has been called a ‘moveable feast’ 

because it doesn’t fall on a set date every year, 

as most holidays do. Instead, Christian churches 

in the West celebrate Easter on the first Sunday 

following the full moon after the spring equinox 

which was on March 20 this year. Therefore, 

Easter is observed anywhere between March 21 

and April 25.  

 

Orthodox Christians use the Julian Calendar to 

calculate when Easter will occur and typically 

they celebrate the holiday a week or two after 

the Western churches, which follow the 

Gregorian Calendar. 

 

Easter is really an entire season of the Christian 

church year, as opposed to a single-day 

observance. The 50-day period following Easter 

Sunday is called Eastertide and includes a 

celebration of Jesus’ ascension into heaven. 

Ascension Day is always on a Thursday, this 

year it’s on May 26.  

 

Eastertide ends with the celebration of the Day 

of Pentecost. This is celebrated on the seventh 

Sunday after Easter, commemorating the 

descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles. 

This year Pentecost falls on June 5. 

 

 

  



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Michelle Davenport 

 2 Ashlyn Hannaway 

 3 Kent Eisenhuth 

 4 Mark Heim, Riccardo Muntone 

 5 Julia Kunkel, Krista Callaghan,  

 Wayne Lutsey 

 6 Ian Correll, Erin McKivigan 

 7 Lindsay Ritschel Novelli 

 8 Janet Just 

 9 Cindy Sklar, Corey Scheipe 

10 Erin Winkel, Hunter Teter, 

 Nicole Lutsey 

11 Matt Drey 

12 Tyler Moyer 

13 Robert Krause, Jr., Cara Pelletier 

14 Heather Jenkins, Davin Hine 

15 Julianne Schenck, Jonathan Phillips 

17 Jennifer Brueninghaus 

19 Sarah Kramer, Robin Zimmerman 

22 Victoria Spitler, Matthew Blair 

23 Jennifer Steely 

24 Brandon Eschbach, Evan Davis 

26 Connor Callaghan 

27 David Miller 

28 Jim Spotts 

 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 4 Jim & Jodi Spotts 

 7 Kevin & Janice Blair 

13 David & Nancy Kaiser  

16 Carsten & Jennifer Brueninghaus 

20 Gerald & Barbara Hinnershitz 

22 Sonny & Connie Teter  

23 Greg & Cindy Sklar  

27 George & Lynn Smith 

 

 

APRIL FLOWER SPONSORS 
 

APRIL 3 

Altar: In loving memory of Carl Long by 

Christine Long and Dr. Kevin Long. 

Chancel: In memory of George Washington 

Lengel, our great-grandfather, by James 

Lengel and family. 

 

APRIL 10 

Altar: In honor of Lindsay’s, Lily’s, and Jayda’s 

birthdays by Cindy and Jeff Ritschel. 

Chancel: In honor of Julianne Schenck’s 

birthday on Good Friday by Kurt and Sue 

Schenck. 

 

APRIL 17 

Altar: In memory of Corrinne Shoener by 

daughter Kathleen and family. 

Chancel: Easter Garden (NO Chancel flowers 

necessary.) 

 

APRIL 24 

Altar: In honor of our 55th wedding anniversary 

by Sonny and Connie Teter. 

Chancel: In honor of Victoria Spitler by her 

parents, Tina and Scott Butler. 

 

 

APRIL BULLETIN SPONSORS 

 

APRIL 3 

In loving memory of Dr. and Mrs. F.S. 

Olmes by the Lafko family. 

APRIL 10 

 OPEN 

APRIL 17 

 OPEN 

APRIL 24 

 In honor of loved ones by Diane Brobst. 

 



APRIL 2022 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

*********************************************************************************** 
SUNDAY APRIL 3 APRIL 10 APRIL 17 APRIL 24 

 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 

GREETER Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike Pastor Mike 

LECTOR Ruth Ann Withers Kay Weidensaul Connie Teter Amy Dewald 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Ruth Ann Withers Kay Weidensaul Connie Teter Amy Dewald 

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 

GREETER  Crystal Brensinger Cindy Ritschel Cindy Ritschel Cindy Ritschel 

USHER Glenda Bright Deb Bolinsky Kate & Danika Madelyn Knecht 
   Bolinsky 

LECTOR Deb Bolinsky Jeff Ritschel Julianne Schenck Gwen Wehr 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT Madelyn Knecht Doug Travor Greg Sklar Tina Butler 

ALTAR GUILD Crystal Brensinger Sue Schenck Glenda Bright Tina Butler 
 Cindy Ritschel Barb Sterner Diane Brobst Chris Long 

COUNTERS Gwen Wehr Rosalie Wingle Joyce O’Rourke Connie Teter 
 Tom Wehr Diane Brobst Gloria Dierwechter Joanne Emerich 
 Glenda Bright Marlene Eidam Pat Davis Barb Sterner 

*********************************************************************************** 

SERVING MAUNDY THURSDAY - THURSDAY APRIL 14, 2022 (7:00 PM) 

GREETER: TBA 

USHER: Wayne Lutsey 

LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Jeff Ritschel 

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner 

 

SERVING GOOD FRIDAY - FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022 (7:00 PM)  

GREETER: TBA 

USHER: Connie Teter 

LECTOR: Pastor Mike Petresky 

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Diane Brobst 

*********************************************************************************** 

CORRECTION 

In last month’s newsletter we reported that our 

long silent carillon has not only been restored, 

but has expanded as a result of a generous gift 

from Lisa and Richard Teets, Jr. in honor of the 

Teets and Ritschel children and grandchildren. 

This dedication, however, should have read in 

memory of Florence and Richard Teets, Sr. Our 

apologies for this error and sincere thanks and 

best wishes to our donors who have allowed us 

to share beautiful Christian music with our 

community -- to the glory of God!  



APRIL 2022 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   . . 1 

STiC SRT Walk 

in Auburn 1 p.m. 

2 

Worship w/ 

Holy Communion 

5:30 p.m. 

3 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion  

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum  

9:15 a.m. 

4 

Worship & Music 

6:30 p.m. 

5 

Evangelism 

6:30 p.m . 

6 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Mid-week Lenten 

Service 7 p.m. 

Chancel Choir  

7:30 p.m. 

7 8 

STiC SRT Walk 

in Tumbling Run 

1 PM 

9 

Easter Egg-

stravaganza 

1-3 p.m. 

 

Worship 

5:30 p.m. 

10 

PALM SUNDAY 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. 

11 12 

WELCA 1 p.m. 

13 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir  

7 p.m. 

14 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

Worship w/Holy 

Communion 

7 p.m. 

 

15 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Worship 7 p.m. 

16 

HOLY 

SATURDAY 

Silent prayer, 

meditation, and 

reflection 5:30 

p.m. 

17 

THE 

RESURRECTION 

OF OUR LORD 

(EASTER) 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

18 

 
EASTER 

MONDAY 

19 

Rainbow Friends 

10 a.m. 

Council 

6:30 p.m. 

20 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir  

7 p.m. 

21 22 

EARTH DAY 

STiC Sojourn 

1 p.m. in 

Landingville 

Rainbow Friends 

1 p.m. 

23 

Worship w/ 

Holy Communion 

5:30 p.m.  

24 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

8 & 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum 9:15 

a.m. 

25 

Finance 6:30 p.m. 

26 27 

Bell Choir 6 p.m. 

Chancel Choir  

7 p.m. 

28 29 

STiC SRT Walk 

in Auburn 1 p.m. 

30 

OUR Schuylkill 

Open House 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Worship 

5:30 p.m. 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Juli Schenck, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152  

Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-366-8766 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

********************************************************************************************** 
WHILE FACE MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING ARE NOT REQUIRED INSIDE OF OUR CHURCH 

BUILDING, PLEASE CONTINUE TO BE CAREFUL. PROTECT YOURSELF AND THOSE AROUND YOU!  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
Thursday, April 14 – Maundy Thursday service with Holy Communion at 7 PM 

Friday, April 15 – Good Friday (Tenebrae) service at 7 PM 

Sunday, April 17 – Easter Sunday services with Holy Communion at 8 & 10:30 AM 

Visit our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg 
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