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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

EXHORTATION 

Trusting in God’s mercy, we gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to contend against all evil and resist 

everything that leads us away from the love of God and neighbor. I invite you, 

therefore, to take up the discipline of Lent: self-examination and repentance, prayer 

and fasting, charity and works of love, as together we are strengthened and renewed 

by God’s Word and Sacraments. 

(Silence for self-reflection) 

CONFESSION  

Let us now make confession: 

Almighty God, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve 

punishment. I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your 

boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your son, Jesus 

Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive my sins, 

give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life, and bring me to life 

everlasting. Amen. 

God does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their 

wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him to grant us true repentance and his 

Holy Spirit, that those things we do on this day may please him, that the rest of our 

lives may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GATHERING HYMN  “O God Our Help In Ages Past” 

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

KYRIE 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Eternal Lord, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, 

death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your Word and obey it, so that 

we become instruments of your redeeming love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 

A Reading from Isaiah 
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

 6Seek the Lord while he may be found, 

  call upon him while he is near; 

 7let the wicked forsake their way, 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 



 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:1-9) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 63:1-8 (Read responsively) 
1O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 

 my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,  

 as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 

 that I might behold your power and your glory. 
3For your lovingkindness is better than life itself; 

 my lips shall give you praise. 
4So will I bless you as long as I live 

 and lift up my hands in your name. 
5My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, 

 and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
6when I remember you upon my bed, 

 and meditate on you in the night watches. 
7For you have been my helper, 

 and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
8My soul clings to you; 

 your right hand holds me fast. 

 

A Reading from 1 Corinthians 
1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 

under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in 

the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same 

spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the 

rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they 

were struck down in the wilderness. 

  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil 

as they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The 

people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in 

sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single 

day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed 

by serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 

destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were  



written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you 

think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken 

you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 

tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so 

that you may be able to endure it.      
(1 Corinthians 10:1-13) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think 

that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all 

other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they 

did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do 

you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in 

Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they 

did.” 

  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 

came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! 

For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. 

Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for 

one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, 

well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”      
(Luke 13:1-9)

 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY  “Rock of Ages” 

 

 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  



 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we journey toward the Easter Feast, let us turn to our God who is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Through water and the Word, you bring your church to life. Strengthen your people 

in faith and empower us to serve through the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God; your 

mercy is great. 

Through your wisdom and mercy, you created the heavens and the earth. Help us to 

share creation’s gifts with all peoples justly and equitably. Hear us, O God; your 

mercy is great. 

Through the gifts of healing, you demonstrate your compassion. Bring healing and 

wholeness to all who suffer, especially everyone on our prayer list. Hear us, O God; 

your mercy is great. 

Through your Holy Word, you open our hearts and renew our minds. Help us to 

treasure your Word and share the joy of the gospel with our family and friends. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.  



Through every joy and sorrow, we are never alone, for you are always with us. 

Protect us from all evil and keep us safe, as you lead us to your everlasting 

kingdom. Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 

(The Pastor concludes): Gracious God, hear the prayers of your people whose 

hunger and thirst you satisfy in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY (8:00) 

ANTHEM (10:30) 

OFFERTORY HYMN  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

O God our Redeemer, receive these gifts and the sacrifice of our lives. Refresh us 

with this food and drink and bring us newness of life for the sake of him who 

offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 

paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 

your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (read in unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the Lord’s table. 

Here is food and drink that will sustain us for our Lenten journey. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

We share the Sacrament of Holy Communion by intinction, that is, by allowing communicants 

to dip a wafer of bread (which is the Body of Christ) into a chalice of wine (which is the Blood 

of Christ) before they consume it. All who are baptized and seek forgiveness of sins and the 

promise of eternal life in Jesus Christ are welcomed to receive the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Those who are unable to come forward may receive the Sacrament as they sit in 

their pews. If you (or your child) would like to receive a blessing, please come forward and say, 

“A blessing,” or cross your arms over your chest.  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

 

 

 

 

  



TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, your Son welcomed sinners and ate with them. We give you 

thanks for the forgiveness and grace we have received in this meal. Make us signs 

of your love so that all the world may know your mercy and lovingkindness, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

You were created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen to be holy and beloved, 

and freed to serve your neighbor. May God bless you that you may be a blessing to 

others, in the name of the Father, the ☩Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  “Guide me Ever, Great Redeemer” 

[See back of bulletin] 

 

DISMISSAL 

Forgiven and strengthened at God’s table of grace and mercy, go now in peace to 

love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the Day: The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday 

in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s 

invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you 

may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to 

till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!  

******************************************************************* 

Altar Flowers are presented in memory of Elaine Kamp by Tina Butler, and 

Victoria and Alexandria Spitler.  



SERVING THIS SUNDAY (3/20/22) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Connie Teter 

COMMUNION ASST.: Connie Teter 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Cindy Ritschel; LECTOR: Chris Long 

COMMUNION ASST.: Jeff Ritschel 

ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke and Madelyn Knecht 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (3/27/22) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: Pastor Mike; LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul 

COMMUNION ASST.: Kay Weidensaul 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Joyce O’Rourke; LECTOR: Sue Reier 

COMMUNION ASST.: Evan Davis 

ALTAR GUILD: Cindy Ritschel and Crystal Brensinger 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, March 20  8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM Second Sunday – Sunday School 

                                            DEADLINE FOR EASTER FLOWERS  

  SPRING BEGINS TODAY! 

Tuesday, March 22 10:00 AM Rainbow Friends 

Wednesday, March 23 7:00 PM Mid-week Lenten Service 

Thursday, March 24 10:00 AM Rainbow Friends 

Friday, March 25 1:00 PM STiC SRT Walk in Landingville 

Saturday, March 26 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, March 27  8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion  



SUNDAY SCHOOL! 

We continue to host a Sunday School for children every second Sunday of the 

month. Children ages 1-10 are invited to join us during the 10:30 a.m. service 

TODAY, Sunday, March 20, 2022, for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and 

fellowship. Teenagers are also invited to participate as helpers. Please contact Sarah 

Eger at 570-394-3522 or swoodring86@hotmail.com. 

 

 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 

Pastor Mike will continue to preach on the “I AM” sayings of Jesus found in the 

Gospel of St. John during a series of midweek Lenten services to be held at 7:00 

p.m. on Wednesdays as follows: 

 

March 23 – “I AM the Good Shepherd” - John 10:11, 14 

March 30 - “I AM the Resurrection and the Life” - John 11:25 

April 6 - “I AM the Way, and the Truth, and the Life” - John 14:6 

 

Come and see! Everyone is invited to attend. 

 

 

OLD HYMNALS, BIBLES, AND OTHER BOOKS 

Recently our Library Ladies have cleaned and reorganized several areas of our 

church building. In this process they have found many dedicated “green” LBW 

hymnals, several Bibles (mostly older RSV translation), and other books which are 

no longer of use in the church.  

 

Beginning at 8 a.m. TODAY, Sunday, March 20, old hymnals, Bibles, and books 

will be available for members to examine and take home, if they choose to do so. 

Please note that many of these books are only in fair condition. 

 

 

EASTER EGG-STRAVAGANZA 

The Sunday School team will be hosting an afternoon of “egg-citing” activities for 

the children of our church and our community, on Saturday, April 9th from 1 to 3 

p.m. If you would like to help and/or donate items, please see the sign-up sheets in 

the gathering room at church, or call/text Sarah Eger at 570-394-3522. Thank you 

for your continued support of the Sunday School program!  



Easter Flower Orders 
Please detach lower portion of this form and place it along with your payment 

in the offering basket located in the Gathering Room 

or return it to the church by U.S. Mail. 

Deadline: Sunday, March 20, 2022 

No orders will be taken after this date! 

Please “PRINT” all necessary information! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Your name: ________________________________________________ 

 

Type of flower  How Many     Price     Total   Sponsorship 

Easter Lilies      ______ X   $9.00     _____        H/M_________________ 

Regular-sized Daffodils ______ X   $7.50     _____   H/M_________________ 

6-bulb Tulips (Red)   _______ X   $7.50     _____   H/M_________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (Purple) _____ X   $7.50     _____   H/M_________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (Pink)  ______ X   $7.50     _____   H/M_________________ 

3-bulb Hyacinths (White) _____ X   $7.50     _____   H/M_________________ 

Hydrangeas (Pink)         _____ X   $15.50   _____   H/M_________________ 

 

 TOTAL $ _________ 

 

If more space is needed for dedications, please attach another sheet. 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN  “Guide me Ever, Great Redeemer” 

 

 

 

 
  



EASTERN EUROPEAN CRISIS RESPONSE 

Lutheran Disaster Response is ministering to the people of Ukraine in their war-torn 

nation as well as in neighboring Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia. It also is providing 

humanitarian aid through ecumenical partners such as Lutheran World Federation 

and Church World Service. These partners reach out to refugees with immediate 

support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. 

You can help the people of Ukraine through many international relief organizations 

including Lutheran Disaster Relief. If you would like to donate, please make your 

check payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and write "LDR - Eastern Europe 

Crisis Response" on the memo line. If you give cash, please write "LDR - Eastern 

Europe Crisis Response" on the envelope and place it in the offering plate. 

 

 

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINIAN RELIEF 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church at Minersville Pa. is collecting items to 

provide relief to the people of Ukraine. They are asking for over-the-counter pain 

relievers, medical supplies. and other needed items. 

If you would like to donate, please bring your items to a donation box located in our 

narthex when you come to worship or during our regular office hours. You can also 

place items in a box on the porch of Danielle Richards at 113 West Market St., (or 

West Center Square) in Orwigsburg, PA., by 5 p.m. every evening. This is an open-

ended relief effort.  

For more information, please contact Danielle Richards at 570-640-2619.  

Small Ukrainian flags have been provided in the narthex for anyone who would like 

to have one.  


