
The First Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, November 28, 2021  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE   "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"    M. Hayes 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure, and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

We praise you, Almighty God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us 

from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the 

saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace and prepare our hearts to welcome 

him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and 

whose day draws near. Amen. 

 

“Christ, Be Our Light”      [The first candle is lit.] 

  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Have mercy on us, O God, 

 we confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. 

We have built walls to keep away strangers. 

We have hoarded earthly treasures and are not satisfied. 

We have thought better of ourselves than we should. 

Help us to love as you love,  

 to welcome everyone you send,  

 and to treasure mercy and demand justice for all people. Amen. 

Know that for the sake of Jesus Christ, God has forgiven all your sins and 

remembers them no more. Rejoice and be glad for the kingdom of God is yours! 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

[See back of bulletin] 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection, alert us to 

the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  



WORD 

A Reading from Jeremiah 
14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made 

to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 

live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our 

righteousness.”         (Jeremiah 33:14-16) 

The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 93 (Read responsively) 

 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

 2O my God, in you I trust; 

  do not let me be put to shame; 

  do not let my enemies exult over me. 

 3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

  let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

 4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

  teach me your paths. 

 5Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; 

  for you I wait all day long. 

 6Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, 

  for they have been from of old. 

 7Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

  according to your steadfast love remember me, 

  for your goodness' sake, O LORD! 

 8Good and upright is the LORD; 

  therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

 9He leads the humble in what is right, 

  and teaches the humble his way. 

 10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

  for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

A Reading from First Thessalonians 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 

you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.  



  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 

for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in 

holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus with all his saints.           (1 Thessalonians 3:9-13) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 

earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 

waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son 

of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.” 

  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 

near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom 

of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 

have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 

unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 

whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape 

all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:25-36) 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ.  



SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Awake, O Sleeper” 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.   



  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 

yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God of presence and peace, open our hearts to recognize your image and likeness in 

all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of life and creation, heal our wounded planet and help us to care for everything 

that you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of 

the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of comfort and care, come to all who await life transitions of every kind. Bring 

healing and wholeness to all who suffer, especially to everyone on our prayer list. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of strength and protection, shelter your people from destructive storms and 

keep them safe from harm. Build up the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, 

Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for all the saints who 

have journeyed with us and now abide in you. Make us confident that your 

promises endure forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  



(The Pastor concludes): God of new life, you come among us in the places we least 

expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  "Light an Advent Candle"**  B. Mayo 

     Julianne Schenck, bassoon 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “As the Grains of Wheat” 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Patient God, we offer the gifts of our hearts and lives to the service of all your 

people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through 

Jesus Christ, our pathway and our peace.  

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

   

    
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.   



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your living Word who dwelled among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

In his death and resurrection, we rejoice in our new birth 

and we look with hope for his coming again in glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Dwell among us and bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people 

and fill us with your light. 

Come, Holy Spirit.  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  



For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to Christ’s banquet. There is heavenly food and drink for all! 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

If you wish to receive the Sacrament, please move into the center aisle when instructed to do so. 

When you stand before the Pastor, please open your hand to receive a wafer of bread, and then 

move toward the Communion Assistant to dip the tip of the wafer into the chalice of wine. After 

you have eaten the wafer, you may return to your seat by the side aisle. Those unable to come 

forward to receive the Sacrament in their pew. If you would like to receive a blessing rather 

than the Sacrament, please stand before the Pastor and say, “A blessing.” 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “Now We Join in Celebration” 

[See back of bulletin] 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Almighty and eternal God, you have come to us at this table. By the Spirit’s power 

help us to carry your word into the world so that everyone might know your 

abundant mercy and amazing grace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  



SENDING 

BLESSING 

May Almighty God protect you from all evil 

May you abide in hope and abound in faith. 

May you love God and serve your neighbor with great joy  

 until that day when Christ comes again. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Lord is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   "Postlude in A Minor"     H. Purcell 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in memory of G. Roger and John A. Lengel by brother, 

James W. Lengel. 

Bulletins are presented in honor of my grandchildren by Barb Sterner.  

**“Light an Advent Candle” by B. Mayo is presented in memory of William and 

Lottie Lengel by James Lengel and their Families. (2021)  



******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the day: Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have 

always lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated 

enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a 

“righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming 

of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to 

stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: 

another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word 

and supper. 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (11/28/21) 

9:30 AM 

GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Madelyn Knecht; LECTOR: Julianne Schenck 

COMMUNION ASST.: Tina Butler 

ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke and Madelyn Knecht 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Glenda Bright 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/05/21) 

8:00 AM 

GREETER: TBA; LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul 

COMMUNION ASST.: Connie Teter 

10:30 AM 

GREETER: Evan Davis; USHER: Doug Travor; LECTOR: Wayne Lutsey 

COMMUNION ASST.: Tom Wehr 

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright 

******************************************************************* 

  THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, November 28 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Wednesday, December 1 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Thursday, December 2 7:00 PM Adult Forum via Zoom  

Saturday, December 4 5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion 

Sunday, December 5 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 9:30 AM STiC 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion  



CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

Our WELCA Christmas luncheon will be held on Tuesday, December 14th from 

11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Roman Delight Restaurant on Route 61. You may select 

your meal from the regular menu at your own expense. If you can attend, please 

place your name on the sign-up sheet at the WELCA bulletin board area by Sunday, 

December 12th. Your in-gathering offering received at this time will be given to the 

Suicide Prevention Task Force. 

 

ANGEL TREE RETURNS 

Our Angel Tree is now here. This annual project provides gifts to local, school-aged 

children who visit the Orwigsburg Food Pantry. Each child will have 2 gift tags and 

a stocking. The tags will contain the first name & age of the child and his or her gift 

wish. Please spend about $20 per tag. Each child will also have a stocking that you 

can fill with age-appropriate goodies. 

Please return your wrapped gift, the Angel Tree tag, and filled stockings by 

Sunday, December 12th! 

Thank you in advance for your continued generosity! Kay Weidensaul is always 

proud of the support that St. Paul’s gives to the Orwigsburg Food Pantry and the 

way we demonstrate “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Please contact Deb Bolinsky at 

(570) 789-3540 or bolinksy5@verizon.net with questions. 

 

OUR NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We will continue to host a Sunday School for children every second Sunday of the 

month. Children ages 1-10 are invited to join us during the 10:30 a.m. service on 

Sunday, December 12 for Bible stories, crafts, a snack, fun, and fellowship. 

Teenagers are also invited to participate as helpers. Please read our “Second 

Sunday” article in the December newsletter and for more information, contact Sarah 

Eger at 570-394-3522.  

 

PLEASE GIVE TO HELP US REACH OUR PLEDGE 

Every year our congregation makes a pledge of financial support for the work of the 

ELCA which reaches far beyond the walls of our congregation. This year we 

pledged $9,000.00 in benevolence to help fund world hunger, efforts, support our 

missionaries, fund our seminaries, provide for refugees, and continue many 

ministries in our synod, throughout our nation, and around the world. Please 

consider increasing your benevolence giving so we can meet this year’s pledge! 



POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve will again be ordered from 

 Blue Mountain Farms in New Ringgold, PA. 

The cost of an 8+ bloom plant is $8.50. 

 

Please indicate red or white blooms and to whom you wish to dedicate. 

If you choose not to dedicate the plants, you will be listed as a sponsor. 

 

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS DECEMBER 5 

 

Please complete this form and return it with payment to the plate marked 

“Poinsettias” in the Gathering Room. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

YOUR NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 

I would like to order ________ red poinsettia(s), 

 

I would like to order ______ white poinsettia(s), 

 

at $8.50 each. I wish to dedicate my flowers(s) “in honor/memory of.” 

(Please circle one for the lines you complete below.) Please write legibly. 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Honor/Memory: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Total # of Poinsettias: _____________ 

Total amount enclosed: $_____________  



GATHERING HYMN  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

 

 

 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP TOGETHER IN CREATION – StiC 

STiC will meet “upstairs” next Sunday, December 5, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. All are 

welcome! 

 

******************************************************************* 

PLEASE WELCOME PASTOR JOYCE SEIP WHO IS LEADING OUR WORSHIP TODAY! 

  



COMMUNION HYMN “Now We Join in Celebration” 

 

 

 

 
 

******************************************************************* 
MEMORIAL GIFT 

Our new “blue” Advent burse and veil have been given in memory in Brian Miller by the Ritschel 

Family. 


