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*******************************************************************
GATHERING
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the One who is the source of all mercy.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Almighty God,
we have wandered from our Good Shepherd and have gone astray.
We have turned up our noses at those who are broken or different.
We have snatched what is best from your creation and kept it for ourselves.
We have ignored your command to love others as you love us.
Though we are worthy to be punished, we ask for your forgiveness.
Cleanse our hearts, renew our minds, and make us into a new creation.
God is abundant in mercy and forgives all who repent of their sins.
Trust in God’s amazing grace and believe that your sins are forgiven, through the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“God’s Work, Our Hands”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, through suffering and rejection, you save us, and by the glory of the cross,
you transform our lives. Grant that, for the sake of the Gospel, we may turn from
evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
A Reading from Isaiah
4
The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty? (Isaiah 50:4-9a)
The Word of the Lord.
Psalm 116:1-9 (Read Responsively)
1
I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my supplications.

Thanks be to God.

2

Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3
The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
4
Then I called on the name of the LORD:
"O LORD, I pray, save my life!"
5
Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.
6
The LORD protects the simple;
when I was brought low, he saved me.
7
Return, O my soul, to your rest,
for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.
8
For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears,
my feet from stumbling.
9
I walk before the LORD
in the land of the living.
A Reading from James
1
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the
whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so
large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member,
yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full
of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those
who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so.
11
Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish
water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs?
No more can salt water yield fresh.
(James 3:1-12)

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him,
“You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
31
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
(Mark 8:27-38)
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Take My Life, That I May Be”

SERMON
BLESSING AND SENDING FOR MISSION
Today we give thanks to God and seek God’s blessing as we send these personal
care items, blankets, and towels to Opportunity House in Pottsville, PA., to help
veterans and their families in need.
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. With all
creation we lift our voices in songs of praise and we thank you for the many
blessings you have given us. Renew us in our commitment to share our gifts with
all who are in need.
Bless our sister in Christ, Victoria Spitler and all who work for Opportunity House.
Prosper the work of their hands and bless those who receive the fruits of their labor.

Bless these personal care items, blankets, and towels which are gathered here. May
those who receive them find dignity and comfort in their use, and may they know
that they are valued and loved.
Almighty God, you love us more than we can hope for or imagine. Through Jesus
Christ, you have revealed your love to the world, so that we might know abundant
life now and have the promise of life eternal in a world yet to come.
Let us be your hands so that the hungry may be fed, the homeless may find shelter,
the naked may be clothed, the weary may find comfort, the stranger may be
welcomed, and all people might know your boundless love.
To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and forever. Amen.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Read in Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.

A brief silence.
Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and
word. Nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is experienced and
shared. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Restore lands
devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
All-seeing God, comfort all who suffer. Protect everyone who has not received a
COVID-19 vaccination and refresh doctors and nurses who seek to restore health to
all who are hospitalized. We also pray for everyone on our prayer list. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Transforming God, break chains of discrimination and injustice. Lift voices that go
unheard and inspire us to advocate for those who are overlooked. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gathering God, you draw this community together. Transform our lives so that we
honor you and encourage one another in all that we do. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give
you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
(The Pastor concludes): Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts
known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain
from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the
offering of our lives that the world which you so dearly love may be nourished,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, both now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, all who hunger and thirst for food from heaven. All has been made ready.
INSTRUCTIONS
If you wish to receive the Sacrament, please move into the center aisle when instructed to do so.
When you stand before the Pastor, please open your hand to receive a wafer of bread, and then
move toward the Communion Assistant to dip the tip of the wafer into the chalice of wine. After
you have eaten the wafer, you may return to your seat by the side aisle. Those unable to come
forward to receive the Sacrament may receive in their pews. If you would like to receive a
blessing rather than the Sacrament, please stand before the Pastor and say, “A blessing.”

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMN

“The Summons”

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith
into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“Let There Be Peace on Earth”

(In Memory of Those Who Tragically Lost Their Lives on Septeber 11, 2001)

THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.

*******************************************************************
Altar flowers are presented in honor of William R. and Lottie Lengel by grandson,
James Lengel, and the Lengel family.
Bulletins are presented in memory of Franklin Kamp by Tina Butler.

*******************************************************************
Introduction to the day: Three weeks ago, we heard Peter’s confession of faith as
told in John’s gospel. This week, we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You
are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh,
given for the life of the world. In Mark, too, the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words
about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words.
But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so, we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.
*******************************************************************
SERVING THIS SUNDAY (9/12/21)
8:00 AM
GREETER: Ron Rozansky; LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul
10:30 AM
GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Joyce O’Rourke; LECTOR: Tina Butler
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Tina Butler
ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long
COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Diane Brobst, and Marlene Eidam.
SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/19/21)
8:00 AM
GREETER: Ron Rozansky; LECTOR: Deb Moyer
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Amy Dewald
10:30 AM - ALBRIGHT’S WOODS PAVILION W/ PICNIC TO FOLLOW!
GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Tina Butler; LECTOR: Jim Spotts
ALTAR GUILD: Tina Butler and Chris Long
COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Pat Davis, and Gloria Dierwechter
*******************************************************************
“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS”
At our 10:30 a.m. service this Sunday, representatives from our Evangelism
Committee will present Victoria Spitler, Case Manager at the Opportunity House in
Pottsville, PA with donations that have been collected to help the homeless or
needy veterans and their families. This is our “God’s Work. Our Hands.” project for
2021.
Thank you for giving back to our community!

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sunday, September 12

8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Worship with Holy Communion
Worship with Holy Communion and
“God’s Work. Our Hands.”

Monday, September 13

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Finance
Council

Tuesday, September 14

1:00 PM

WELCA

Wednesday, September 15

7:00 PM

Chancel Choir

Thursday, September 16

7:00 PM

Adult Forum via ZOOM

Friday, September 17

9:30 AM

STiC SRT Sojourn in Tumbling Run

Saturday, September 18

5:30 PM

Worship

Sunday, September 19

8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Worship with Holy Communion
Worship with Holy Communion
at Albright’s Woods Pavilion with
Church Picnic to follow!

*******************************************************************
MEN OF ST. PAUL’S NEWS
The Men’s Group will be collecting “name brand” 1 lb. boxes of dry spaghetti and
24 oz. jars or cans of plain spaghetti sauce to match beginning in September. Our
goal is to have one of each to hand out to every family that comes to the Food
Pantry in October. Your help is always greatly appreciated!

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC
Following the 10:30 a.m. service at Albright’s Woods Pavilion on Sunday,
September 19, the Evangelism Committee will host our annual Church Picnic.
Beverages and hot dogs will be provided. Covered-dish items to share are
appreciated. Bring a lawn chair and join us for food, fellowship, and fun. Plan to
enjoy a few games of Bingo following the meal. Donations of bingo prizes would
be appreciated! Please add your name to our sign-up sheet in the gathering place
today or call our church office, so we have an idea how many hot dogs and drinks
will be needed.

“BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS” DONATION DRIVE
This year our annual Blessing of the Animals event (on Sunday, October 3 at 4 p.m.
in Albright’s Woods Pavilion) will benefit wild and domestic animals alike!
We will be collecting items for two local SPCA’S (Ruth Steinert Memorial &
Hillside) as well as for the Red Creek Wildlife Center. A donation bin is now
located in the narthex. Below is a list of items which have been requested:
Red Creek Wildlife Center
Bleach (any brand)
“Dawn” Dishwashing Liquid
“Simple Green” Cleaner
Trash bags (large & kitchen size)
Window Cleaner-vinegar based type only
Paper Towels
Unscented Facial Tissues
“Ziploc” bags (gallon size)
Batteries (AAA, AA, C, D)
Heavy Duty Extension Cords
Heating Pads
Pitchers (2 quart)
SPCA Donation Suggestions
Canned dog & cat food
Dog & cat treats
Cat litter
Cleaning supplies
Old blankets, towels, sheets,
New or used collars & leashes
Food bowls
Thanking you in advance for your generosity and kindness!

