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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE          "Arioso"      J. S. Bach  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 

let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sins. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

O God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  

 and against your good creation. 

We have stored up treasures for ourselves  

 and turned away our neighbors in need. 

We have used our time foolishly and daily strayed from your path. 

Forgive us, that we may know true joy and freedom 

 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Through Jesus Christ, the true Bread of life, God has given us life and hope. 

Know that your sins are forgiven and live abundantly – as we await his coming! 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.   

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GATHERING HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

  



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 

yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love those in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 

A Reading from Ezekiel  
22Thus says the Lord GOD: 

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain.  



 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the LORD. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the LORD have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it.  (Ezekiel 17:22-24) 

The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 (Read responsively) 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

 to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

 and your faithfulness by night, 

to the music of the lute and the harp, 

 to the melody of the lyre. 

For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 

 at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree, 

 and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

 they flourish in the courts of our God. 

In old age they still produce fruit; 

 they are always green and full of sap, 

showing that the LORD is upright; 

 he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.  



A Reading from Second Corinthians 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 

body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do 

have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 

Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For 

all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 

recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 

ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 

consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 

opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in 

outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, 

because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he 

died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 

who died and was raised for them. 

  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 

in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new!    (2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 

grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 

with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”  



  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 

the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 

the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air 

can make nests in its shade.” 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 

it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 

private to his disciples.        (Mark 4:26-34) 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” 

 

SERMON  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Read in Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

  and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  



 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you plant seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the 

good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Creator, even trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. Restore places 

suffering from drought and bring forth new and abundant life. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Judge of nations, help world leaders exercise their authority wisely and mercifully 

so that all people might prosper, be safe from harm, and receive the justice due 

them. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those 

who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially everyone who suffers from 

COVID-19, and everyone on our prayer list. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for 

our church musicians. Hear our praise in the music of our voices, our instruments, 

and our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer.  



Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home 

with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

(The Pastor concludes): We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding 

grace. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN        “Jesus Shall Reign”  

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   "Festive Voluntary"     H. Purcell  
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 



Altar flowers are presented in honor of all graduates by Diane Brobst. 

Chancel flowers are presented in honor of James P. Withers’ birthday, by his 

parents Wayne and Ruth Ann Withers. 

******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the day: The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the 

birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life. We would expect a cedar or a 

sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. 

It certainly is not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is 

here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted 

through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It 

may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody is looking, it grows with a 

power beyond our understanding. 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (6/13/21) 

9:30 AM 

LECTOR: Jeff Ritschel; GREETER: Sarah Eger; USHER: Leslie Guldin; 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter; COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, 

Marlene Eidam, and Diane Brobst 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY at ALBRIGHT’S WOODS PAVILION (6/20/21) 

9:30 AM 

LECTOR: Robin Zimmerman; GREETER: Sarah Eger;  

USHER: Steve Zimmerman; ALTAR GUILD: Joanne Emerich and Gwen Wehr; 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

******************************************************************* 

STiC 

Saturday, June 19: We need strawberry pickers! Join us for fun and yum! Meet at 

the Walmart parking lot in St. Clair, in front of the little plaza, at 9:30 AM. We 

leave from there and will head to a great farm over the mountain in Ringtown. Grab 

a bucket for yourself and one for church. We will share the “fruits of our labor” the 

very next day at the 9:30 AM worship service at Albright’s Wood’s Pavilion.  

Sunday, June 20: Plan to "STiC around" after worship in the woods! There will be 

lots of fun activities. Bring your own lunch! 

Beginning on Friday, June 25: STiC will move our SRT walks to 9:30 AM in hopes 

of cooler temps. 



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, June 13 9:30 AM  Worship 

Monday, June 14 6:30 PM Finance 

 7:00 PM Council 

Tuesday, June 15 12 Noon WELCA at Stoyer’s Dam,  

  Schuylkill Haven, PA. 

Friday, June 18 1:30 PM STiC Sojourn in Auburn, PA 

Saturday, June 19 9:30 AM STiC Trip to Strawberry Pick 

 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, June 20 9:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion at 

   Albright’s Woods Pavilion 

  Father’s Day/Summer Begins 

******************************************************************* 

WELCA 

At Noon on Tuesday, June 15, St. Paul's women will travel to the pavilion at 

Stoyer's Dam, Schuylkill Haven for outdoor fellowship. Please bring a bag lunch 

for yourself, your beverage will be provided. It is possible that the caretaker of the 

swans will join us and share stories.  



SENDING HYMN                 “Jesus Shall Reign” 

 


