
Maundy Thursday 
April 1, 2021 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

THE INSTRUCTION 

In this Lenten season, we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle 

against sin, death, and the devil - all that keeps us from loving God and each other.  

This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and 

the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of his love for 

us in Jesus, our Savior. 

Within the community of his Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new 

life. In the words of absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This 

absolution we should not doubt, but firmly believe that thereby our sins are forgiven 

before God in heaven, for forgiveness comes to us in the name and by the command 

of the Lord. 

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be 

servants to each other as Christ became our servant. Jesus modeled this loving 

servanthood as he washed the feet of his disciples on the night in which he was 

betrayed. 

It is, however, in Holy Communion that the members of Christ’s body participate 

most intimately in his love.  

Remembering our Lord’s last supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and share 

the cup of this special meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and 

blood and participate in that new covenant which makes us one with him. The holy 

meal which we share is the foretaste of the great banquet which shall be shared with 

all the faithful when our Lord returns, and the culmination of our reconciliation 

with God and with each other.  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


CONFESSION  

Let us now make confession: 

Almighty God, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve 

punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your 

boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your son, Jesus 

Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive my sins, 

give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life, and bring me to life 

everlasting. Amen. 

God does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their 

wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him to grant us true repentance and his 

Holy Spirit, that those things we do on this day may please him, that the rest of our 

life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

[See back of bulletin] 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave his disciples a 

new commandment: To love one another as he had loved them. By your Holy Spirit 

write this commandment in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 

A Reading from Exodus 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark 

for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell 

the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a 

lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a 

whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be 

divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 11This is how you shall 

eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 

you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through 

the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of 

Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where  



you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you 

when I strike the land of Egypt. 

  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 

festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 

ordinance.             (Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14) 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19 (Read Responsively) 
1I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
2The cords of death entangled me;  

the grip of the grave took hold of me; 

I came to grief and sorrow. 
12How shall I repay the LORD 

for all the good things he has done for me? 
13I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call upon the name of the LORD. 
14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people. 
15Precious in the sight of the LORD 

is the death of his servants. 
16O LORD, I am your servant; 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 

you have freed me from my bonds. 
17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and call upon the name of the LORD. 
18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people, 
19in the courts of the LORD’s house, 

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

 

A Reading from First Corinthians 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  



The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

GOSPEL  

The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 

world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 

son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 

feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, 

“You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said 

to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 

have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also 

my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to 

wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 

you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you 

are clean.”12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to 

the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me 

Teacher and Lord — and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord 

and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
15For I have set you an example that you also should do as I have done to you. 
16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are 

blessed if you do them.  



31b”Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If 

God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 

him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for 

me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 

come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  (John 13:1-17, 31b-35) 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Now We Join in Celebration” 

[See back of bulletin] 

SERMON 

NICENE CREED (In Unison) 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end.  



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United by the servant love of God in Christ, we pray this holy night for the needs of 

the world. 

A brief silence. 

You call your people to share what we receive from you. Fashion us into teachers of 

faith. Give your church a hunger for your sacraments and joy in receiving and 

sharing your word. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your creation provides all that we need. Cleanse and protect the water on which all 

life depends. Sustain crops and herds that provide food and teach us how to live so 

that there is enough for all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You redeemed your people from slavery. Preserve people throughout the world who 

flee violence and oppression. Establish just leadership in place of tyranny and peace 

in place of war. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Jesus loved his followers to the end. Help us to trust in a love which is 

unconditional and eternal. Give strength to the weak, comfort to the troubled, hope 

to the discouraged, and bring healing to all who suffer (especially everyone on our 

prayer list.) Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Jesus counted himself as a servant to others. Inspire this congregation’s ministries 

of service that we might demonstrate to all who are in need the love we have so 

graciously received. Give us renewed courage to cross boundaries and face danger 

for the sake of the gospel. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  



Your glory shone in the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We thank you 

for generations of faithful men and women who have proclaimed our Lord’s death. 

Unite us with them in hope until he comes again. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

(The Pastor concludes): Hear these and all our prayers, O God, in the name of the 

one who loves us to the end, Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

OFFERTORY 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks, Almighty Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us 

your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and 

in whom you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin's 

womb.  He there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  It is he, our Lord Jesus, who 

fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in 

suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to 

break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the 

righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread 

and giving thanks to you, said:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   



THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

[INSTRUCTIONS 
The Sacrament will be distributed by the Pastor and the Communion Assistant while the 

congregation is seated. If you wish to receive a bread wafer, please open your hand towards 

the pastor. The Pastor will pick up the wafer with small tongs and drop it into your hand. Then 

pull up your face mask and place the wafer in your mouth. After you have received the wafer, 

the Pastor will proceed to the next person seated in the pew. The Communion Assistant will 

follow the pastor with a tray of cups of wine. If you wish to receive a cup, you should extend 

your hand towards the Communion Assistant. The Communion Assistant will allow you to pick 

up a cup from the tray. Then pull up your face mask to drink from the cup.  

If you would like to receive a blessing from the pastor rather than the Sacrament, please say, 

“Blessing.” The Pastor will give a blessing to you without making any physical contact.  

Please place empty cups in the small plastic bags found in the pews. These bags will be 

removed from the pews once the service is ended.] 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord Jesus, may this sacrament of your body and blood work in us and in our lives, 

that the fruits of your redemption may daily be evident in all that we say and do. 

Give us new and abundant life, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING 

PSALM 22 (As read by the Pastor) 

 

OUR SERVICE CONCLUDES WITH THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR. 

Please depart from the church in silence. 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING MAUNDY THURSDAY (4/01/21 at 7:00 PM) 

LECTOR: Sue Schenck; GREETER: Doug Travor 

USHERS: Diane Brobst and Tina Butler; COMMUNION ASST.: Greg Sklar 

ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke and Madelyn Knecht 

SERVING GOOD FRIDAY (4/02/21 at 7:00 PM) 

GREETER: Greg Sklar; USHER: Diane Brobst 

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel 

SERVING EASTER SUNDAY (4/04/21) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul; GREETER: Doug Travor 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Cindy Ritschel; GREETER: Greg Sklar 

USHERS: Tina Butler and Victoria Spitler 

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright 

****************************************************************** 

Introduction to the Day: Tonight, we remember Christ’s last meal with his 

disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise 

embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give 

and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in 

Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received 

and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the 

coming days. 



GATHERING HYMN  “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

 

******************************************************************* 

GUEST ORGANIST 

Please welcome Kate Kauffman our guest organist for this evening’s special 

worship. We thank her for sharing her musical talent with us.  



HYMN OF THE DAY  “Now We Join in Celebration”  

 


