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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you.  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


GATHERING HYMN “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   



HYMN OF PRAISE              He Is Arisen, Glorious Word 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 

grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that 

we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

WORD 

A Reading from Acts 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 

one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 

held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a 

needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 

brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need.        (Acts 4:32-35) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.  



Psalm 133 (Read responsively) 

 1Oh, how good and pleasant it is, 

  when brethren live together in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head 

  that runs down upon the beard, 

 3upon the beard of Aaron, 

  and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

 4It is like the dew of Hermon 

  that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

 5For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: 

  life forevermore.  

 

A Reading from 1 John 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify 

to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 

us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with 

him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we 

walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who 

is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But 

if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the sins of the whole world.        (1 John 1:1-2:2) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.    Glory to you, O Lord. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 

I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 

Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 

to believe.”  



  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name.           (John 20:19-31) 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” 

[See back of bulletin] 

SERMON 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.   



 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, 

and provide fertile soil. Give your whole creation new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your love. 

Bestow the peace of Christ upon the world’s leaders and breathe upon them the 

Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Give us your generous Spirit, so that we may provide for the needs of others. Bring 

healing and wholeness to those who are lonely, afraid, or suffering, especially all 

who suffer with COVID-19 and everyone on our prayer list. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Shine the light of the risen Christ into this faith community, so that we may live in 

love for one another and so that our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives of those who now live in your 

endless joy. In your kindness, unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

(The Pastor concludes): In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to 

you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen.  



THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

May Almighty God open your heart and mind,  

so that you may know and love the ☩ risen Christ. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN  “The Day of Resurrection” 

[See back of bulletin] 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Christ has risen. Death has no power over him. 

He is risen indeed. Let us rejoice and sing his praise. 

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

****************************************************************************************** 

Introduction to the day: The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays 

when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious 

Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus 

breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his 

wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed 

into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that 

no one among us is in need. 
****************************************************************************************** 



SERVING THIS SUNDAY (4/11/21) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Deb Moyer; GREETER: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Tom Wehr; GREETER: Jim Spotts; USHER: Gwen Wehr 

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Marlene Eidam, and Diane Brobst 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (4/18/21) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Amy Dewald; GREETER: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Leslie Guldin; GREETER: Jim Spotts; USHER: Chris Long 

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

Altar flowers are presented in honor of Lindsay’s, Jayda’s, and Lily’s birthdays by 

Jeff and Cindy Ritschel.  

Bulletins are presented in honor of our St. Paul’s family by Steve and 

 Kathy Couch.  

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, April 11 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

Monday, April 12 7:00 PM Council 

Tuesday, April 13 6:05 PM Men of St. Paul’s at our cemetery 

Thursday, April 15 7:00 PM Adult Forum Zoom meeting 

Friday, April 16 1:30 PM STiC Sojourn in Auburn, PA 

Saturday, April 17 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, April 18 8:00 AM  Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

EASTER FLOWERS 

If you have done so already, please take your Easter flowers home today. Flowers 

which remain after today’s service will be given away. 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” 

 

  



SENDING HYMN    “The Day of Resurrection” 

 


