Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 21, 2021

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

EXHORTATION

Trusting in God’s mercy, we gather in the name of the Father, and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that
leads us away from the love of God and neighbor. Prayer, fasting, and works of
love—the discipline of Lent—nhelp us to wage our spiritual warfare. | invite you,
therefore, to commit yourself to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our
Father in heaven for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.

(Silence for self-reflection)

CONFESSION

Let us now make confession:

Almighty God, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and
iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve
punishment. But | am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your
boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your son, Jesus
Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive my sins,
give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life, and bring me to life
everlasting. Amen.

God does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their
wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him to grant us true repentance and his
Holy Spirit, that those things we do on this day may please him, that the rest of our
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life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
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1 Be - neath the cross of Je - sus I long to take my stand;
2 Up - on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a-bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,

the ver -y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
ask no oth - er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a home with-in wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,

And from my con- trlte heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con -tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,

TS PRI S A L O B

QD

1
| | I
! |

e

from the burn -ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. .. won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
my. .. sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1.Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol - emn prayer. We
2.Have mer-cy on wus, Christt and wash a - way our sin Pour
3.Have mer-cy on us, Lord: make sin and shame de - part. Re -
_._ ,
= ) 7= ) ] - 7z
)= =L L% =
I — I I | | i = I
5
54 4
—® I | |
e e e e eSS ==
o | - b z

come (0

hear your

i -

ving word: it saves us from de - spair.

out

your grace and make us whole that new life may be -
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new us with your sav - ing pow'r: cre - ate In  us new hearts.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

A Reading from Jeremiah

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 321t will not be like the covenant
that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says
the LORD. *3But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3*No longer shall they
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 51:1-12 (Read responsively)
'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3For | know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
*Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
®Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.
8L_et me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
%Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
1Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

A Reading from Hebrews
>Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the
one who said to him,

“You are my Son,

today I have begotten you”;
®as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered; ®and having been made perfect, he became the source of



eternal salvation for all who obey him, *®having been designated by God a high
priest according to the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 5:5-10)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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stead- fast love, and a - bound- ing in stead - fast love.
GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.

2)Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. 2'They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him,
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 2?Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. ZJesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. 2*Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit. 2Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. 2Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am,
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

2I“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 2Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it
again.” 2°The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said,
“An angel has spoken to him.” ¥Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your
sake, not for mine. 3!Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world
will be driven out. 3And I, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people
to myself.” 3*He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. (John 12:20-33)

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

SERMON

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
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I My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va-ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 wtead and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
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Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

Make your church a community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your
people courage to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant weather that prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms,
flooding, and wildfires. Give us joy in the planting, the tending, and the reaping.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide citizens throughout the world to shape communities that reflect your mercy,
justice, and peace. Give them creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.



Comfort those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind
or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. We also lift up the needs of
everyone on our prayer list. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Empower this congregation in discipleship. Call young and old to grow in faith and
wisdom and teach us to daily follow in the path of Jesus. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We praise you for those who have given us words and music with which to worship
you. Bring us into life everlasting with all those who have died in Christ. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

(The Pastor concludes): We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
May God bless you that you may be a blessing to others, in the name of the Father,

the -+Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen,



SENDING HYMN

“What Wondrous Love Is This”
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1 What won-drous love 1s this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, [ will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TIll sing omn; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb 1 will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of  bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who  1is the great I AM, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will
'l sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - mi - ty Tll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laidd a - side his crown for my soul
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - m - ty I'll sing on.
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THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
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Introduction to the day: God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be
made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart.
The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself
when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart
through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in
worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s
love with all the world.
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Altar flowers are presented in honor of Lori Palko (the best sister ever) by Tina
Butler.

Chancel flowers are presented in memory of George Washington and Elizabeth
Lengel, our great-grandparents, by James W. Lengel and the Lengel family.

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (3/21/21)

8:00 AM

LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers; GREETER: Krista Harding

10:30 AM

LECTOR: Hope Clarke; GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Jim Spotts;
ALTAR GUILD: Barb Lafko and Beth Post

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich and Barb Sterner

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (3/28/21)
8:00 AM
LECTOR: Deb Moyer; GREETER: Krista Harding

10:30 AM

LECTOR: Deb Bolinsky; GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Jeff Ritschel,
ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke and Madelyn Knecht

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and Glenda Bright



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, March 21 8:00 AM  Worship
10:30 AM  Worship
DEADLINE TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS

Thursday, March 25 7:00 PM  Adult Forum Zoom meeting
Saturday, March 27 5:30 PM  Worship
Sunday, March 28 PALM SUNDAY

8:00 AM  Worship
10:30 AM  Worship
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PLEASE RESERVE YOUR PLACE

We will celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord (or Easter) on Sunday,
April 4 at the 8 and 10:30 AM services. During our worship we will share the very
Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, in, with, and under the elements of bread
and wine.

However, because of our continued COVID-19 precautions, our seating for Easter
worship will again be limited to 50-60 people/service. While that may not pose a
problem for everyone who may want to attend our 8:00 AM service, it will likely
affect everyone who may want to attend our 10:30 AM service.

If you and your family are interested in attending our 10:30 AM Easter service,
please call our church office by Sunday, March 28, 2021, to reserve a place at our
late Easter service.
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Reverend Michael T. Petresky  570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Julianne Schenck, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152
Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-366-8766 cwlutsey@gmail.com

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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Easter Flower Orders

Please detach lower portion and place in the offering plate in the Gathering Room
or return by U.S. Mail.

Deadline: Sunday, March 21, 2021

No orders will be taken after this date.

Your name:

Type of flower How Many Price Total Sponsorship
Easter Lilies X  $8 L H/M
Regular-sized Daffodils X 7 _ H/M

6-bulb Tulips (Red) X $7 _ H/M

3-bulb Hyacinth (Purple) X $7 _ H/M

3-bulb Hyacinth (Pink) X %7 L H/M

3-bulb Hyacinth (White) X $7 _ H/M

Hydrangeas (Pink) X %15 L H/M

TOTAL $

If more space is needed for dedications, please attach another sheet.

Please detach lower portion of this sheet and place it with your payment in the plate
in the Gathering Room.



