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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE   "God So Loved the World"     J. Stainer 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

EXHORTATION 

Trusting in God’s mercy, we gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that 

leads us away from the love of God and neighbor. Prayer, fasting, and works of 

love—the discipline of Lent—help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, 

therefore, to commit yourself to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our 

Father in heaven for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.  

(Silence for self-reflection) 

CONFESSION  

Let us now make confession: 

Almighty God, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve 

punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your 

boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your son, Jesus 

Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive my sins, 

give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life, and bring me to life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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God does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their 

wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him to grant us true repentance and his 

Holy Spirit, that those things we do on this day may please him, that the rest of our 

life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “Alas and Did My Savior Bleed” 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   



KYRIE 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world 

and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our 

deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A Reading from Numbers 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around 

the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke 

against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 

the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 

food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the 

people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have 

sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take 

away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to 

Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten 

shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a 

pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of 

bronze and live.           (Numbers 21:4-9) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.  



Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (Read responsively) 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 

  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 

  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
3gathering them in from the lands; 

  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 

  through their sins they were afflicted. 
18They loathed all manner of food 

  and drew near to death’s door. 
19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 

  and you delivered them from their distress. 
20You sent forth your word and healed them 

  and rescued them from the grave. 
21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 

  and your wonderful works for all people. 
22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 

  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy. 

 

A Reading from Ephesians 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following 

the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is 

now at work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in 

the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by 

nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of 

the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his 

grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 

through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of 

works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
            (Ephesians 2:1-10) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.    Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are 

not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they 

have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, 

that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 

because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come 

to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true 

come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in 

God.”           (John 3:14-21) 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ.  



HYMN OF THE DAY  “God Loved the World”   

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.   



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness 

of the church throughout the world. Bless our ELCA global partner churches, and 

Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  



From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, 

wilderness areas and cities. Bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times 

of crisis and scarce resources. Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause 

violence. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your mercy endures forever. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; 

give healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. We especially 

pray for all who are afflicted with COVID-19 and everyone on our prayer list. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, 

that we show mercy to others. Help us to share what you have given us with those 

in need and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise 

you for all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of 

your promises. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

(The Pastor concludes): We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful 

God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  



For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

May God bless you that you may be a blessing to others, in the name of the Father, 

the ☩Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN  “Jesus, Keep Me near the Cross” 

[See back of bulletin] 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   "Jesus, Priceless Treasure"    M. Burkhardt  
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

****************************************************************************************** 

Introduction to the day: The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a 

baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the 

bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the 

cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. When we 

receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to 

in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. 

 

Altar flowers are presented in memory of Eric C. Shaud, by his mother, Nancy 

Kaiser. 

Chancel flowers are presented in memory of Jim Frantz, by Tom and Gwen Wehr. 

Bulletins are presented in memory of my brother, Eric Shaud, by Crystal 

Brensinger. 
****************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERVING THIS SUNDAY (3/14/21) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Justin McClure; GREETER: Krista Harding 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Tina Butler; GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Sue Petresky; 

ALTAR GUILD: Barb Lafko and Beth Post 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (3/21/21) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers; GREETER: Krista Harding 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Hope Clarke; GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Jim Spotts;  

ALTAR GUILD: Barb Lafko and Beth Post 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich and Barb Sterner 
****************************************************************************************** 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, March 14 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM  Worship 

Monday, March 15 6:00 PM Worship & Music 

Wednesday, March 17         Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

Thursday, March 18 7:00 PM Adult Forum Zoom meeting 

Saturday, March 20 5:30 PM Worship 

 SPRING ARRIVES! 

Sunday, March 21 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 Deadline to order Easter flowers 
****************************************************************************************** 

  



MIDWEEK LENTEN VIDEOS 

Midweek Lenten videos are available to view every Wednesday in Lent. This year, 

Pastor Mike will continue to preach on verses of the Lord’s Prayer as follows: 

 

Mar. 17:  “And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

 against us.” 

Mar. 24:  “And lead us not into temptation” and “But deliver us from evil.” 

Mar. 31:  “For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory” and “Amen.” 

These videos are available through our Facebook page, our website, or on 

YouTube. Please share them with your family and friends! 

 

PLEASE RESERVE YOUR PLACE 

We will celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord (or Easter) on Sunday, 

April 4 at the 8 and 10:30 AM services. Unfortunately, because of our COVID-19 

precautions, our seating for Easter worship will be limited to 50-60 people/service. 

While that may not pose a problem for those who regularly attend our 8 AM 

service, it will likely affect everyone who wishes to attend the 10:30 AM service. 

 

To avoid turning anyone away from worship on Easter Sunday, everyone who plans 

to attend our 10:30 AM Easter service should call our church office by Sunday, 

March 28, 2021 to reserve a place for themselves and their family. 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Juli Schenck, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152  

Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-366-8766 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org  
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Easter Flower Orders 
Please detach lower portion and place in the basket in the Gathering Room 

 or return by U.S. Mail. 

 

Deadline: Sunday, March 21, 2021 

No orders will be taken after this date.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Your name: ________________________________________________ 

 

Type of flower  How Many Price  Total  Sponsorship 

Easter Lilies   ________X $8  _____        H/M______________ 

Regular-sized Daffodils _______X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

6-bulb Tulips (Red)   ________X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

3-bulb Hyacinth (Purple) ______X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

3-bulb Hyacinth (Pink)  _______X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

3-bulb Hyacinth (White) ______X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

Hydrangeas (Pink)    ________X $15  _____ H/M______________ 

 

 TOTAL $ _________ 

 

If more space is needed for dedications, please use an additional sheet of paper. 

 

Please detach lower portion of this sheet and place it with your payment in the 

basket in the Gathering Room.  

 

 



SENDING HYMN  “Jesus, Keep Me near the Cross” 

 

 

 

 


