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*******************************************************************
GATHERING
PRELUDE
"Meditation at the Cross"
A. Whitworth
ANNOUNCEMENTS
EXHORTATION
Trusting in God’s mercy, we gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that
leads us away from the love of God and neighbor. Prayer, fasting, and works of
love—the discipline of Lent—help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you,
therefore, to commit yourself to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our
Father in heaven for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.
(Silence for self-reflection)
CONFESSION
Let us now make confession:
Almighty God, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and
iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve
punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your
boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your son, Jesus
Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive my sins,
give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life, and bring me to life
everlasting. Amen.
God does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their
wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him to grant us true repentance and his
Holy Spirit, that those things we do on this day may please him, that the rest of our

life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

“Christ the Life of All the Living”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son, you made an instrument of shameful
death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that
we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

WORD
A Reading from Genesis
1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my
covenant between me and you and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations
of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but
Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her.”
(Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16)
15

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:23-31 (Read responsively)
23
You who fear the LORD, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
24
For he did not despise or abhor
the affliction of the afflicted;
he did not hide his face from me,
but heard when I cried to him.
25
From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the LORD.
May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the LORD;
and all the families of the nations
shall worship before him.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
and he rules over the nations.
29
To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
and I shall live for him.
30
Posterity will serve him;
future generations will be told about the LORD,
31
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying that he has done it.
A Reading from Romans
13
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.

16

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it
is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your
descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
22
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will
be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.
(Romans 4:13-25)
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
31

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter

and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
(Mark 8:31-38)
The Gospel of the Lord.
HYMN OF THE DAY

SERMON

Praise to you, O Christ.
“Take Up Thy Cross”

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.
A brief silence.

Give confident faith to all the baptized. Give new believers joy in your promises;
give hope and courage to those who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Preserve your good creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join
you in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Raise up advocates for peace and justice. Give life where hope seems dead; call into
existence new realities we cannot even imagine. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Reveal the depth of your love shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in
body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are suffering (especially everyone on our
prayer list…). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bless grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them
for care and guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, parents who have
entrusted their children to adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Lead us by the example of all the saints whom you have called to take up their cross
and follow you, that together we may find our life abundant and eternal in you.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
(The pastor concludes): We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
May God bless you that you may be a blessing to others, in the name of the Father,
the ☩Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

"Postludium"

D.Moore

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
******************************************************************************************

Introduction to the day: The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the
one made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of
many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise
comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where
there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith.
Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get
new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.
******************************************************************************************

FEBRUARY 21, 2021 DEDICATIONS:
Altar Flowers were presented in memory of Rachel E. Zehner by Lester and
Constance Teter.
Chancel Flowers were presented in honor of my son Tom Langtry’s birthday on
February 20, by his mother, Leslie Guldin.
FEBRUARY 28, 2021 DEDICATIONS:
Altar flowers are presented in loving memory of Harry W. Lafko by his family.
Chancel flowers are presented in honor of Michael (Mikey) Petresky’s birthday –
love you! Love, Mom and Dad.
******************************************************************************************

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (2/28/21)
8:00 AM
LECTOR: Justin McClure; GREETER: Krista Harding
10:30 AM
LECTOR: Jason Swick; GREETER: Doug Travor; USHER: Cindy Ritschel;
ALTAR GUILD: Joanne Emerich and Gwen Wehr;
COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright
SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (3/7/21)
8:00 AM
LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul; GREETER: TBA; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: TBA
10:30 AM
LECTOR: Doug Travor ; GREETER: Cindy Ritschel; USHER: Wayne Lutsey;
COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Tina Butler; ALTAR GUILD: Joanne Emerich and
Gwen Wehr; COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Marlene Eidam, and Diane Brobst
******************************************************************************************

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sunday, February 28

8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Worship
Worship

Thursday, March 4

7:00 PM

Adult Forum via ZOOM

Saturday, March 6

5:30 PM

Worship w/ Holy Communion

8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Worship w/ Holy Communion
Worship w/ Holy Communion

Sunday, March 7

******************************************************************************************

MIDWEEK LENTEN VIDEOS
Midweek Lenten videos are available to view every Wednesday in Lent. This year,
Pastor Mike will continue to preach on verses of the Lord’s Prayer as follows:
March 3:

“Hallowed be Thy Name” and “Thy Kingdom come.”

March 10:

“Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven” and “Give us this day
our daily bread.”

Mar. 17:

“And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us.”

Mar. 24:

“And lead us not into temptation” and “But deliver us from evil.”

Mar. 31:

“For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory” and
“Amen.”

These videos are available through our Facebook page, our website, or on
YouTube. Please share them with your family and friends!
******************************************************************************************
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Easter Flower Orders
Please detach lower portion and place in the offering plate in the Gathering Room
or return by U.S. Mail.
Deadline: Sunday, March 21, 2021
No orders will be taken after this date.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Your name: ________________________________________________

Type of flower

How Many

Price

Total

Easter Lilies

________X

$8

_____

H/M______________

Regular-sized Daffodils _______X

$7

_____

H/M______________

6-bulb Tulips (Red)

________X

$7

_____

H/M______________

3-bulb Hyacinth (Purple) ______X

$7

_____

H/M______________

3-bulb Hyacinth (Pink) _______X

$7

_____

H/M______________

3-bulb Hyacinth (White) ______X

$7

_____

H/M______________

Hydrangeas (Pink)

$15

_____

H/M______________

________X

Sponsorship

TOTAL $ _________
If more space is needed for dedications, please use the back of this sheet.
Please detach lower portion of this sheet and place it with your payment in the plate
in the Gathering Room.

