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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

EXHORTATION 

Trusting in God’s mercy, we gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that 

leads us away from the love of God and neighbor. Prayer, fasting, and works of 

love—the discipline of Lent—help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, 

therefore, to commit yourself to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our 

Father in heaven for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.  

(Silence for self-reflection) 

CONFESSION  

Let us now make confession: 

Almighty God, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve 

punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your 

boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your son, Jesus 

Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive my sins, 

give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life, and bring me to life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

God does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their 

wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him to grant us true repentance and his 

Holy Spirit, that those things we do on this day may please him, that the rest of our  
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life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church” 

  



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in 

the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift 

of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no 

power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A Reading from Genesis 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature 

that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with 

you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never 

again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there 

be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 

make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 

generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant  



between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen 

in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 

living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 

destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on 

the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 

established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”        (Genesis 9:8-17) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 25: 1-10 (Read responsively) 

 
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

 2O my God, in you I trust; 

  do not let me be put to shame; 

  do not let my enemies exult over me. 

 3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

  let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

 4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

  teach me your paths. 

 5Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; 

  for you I wait all day long. 

 6Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, 

  for they have been from of old. 

 7Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

  according to your steadfast love remember me, 

  for your goodness' sake, O LORD! 

 8Good and upright is the LORD; 

  therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

 9He leads the humble in what is right, 

  and teaches the humble his way. 

 10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

  for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

 

A Reading from 1 Peter 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 

to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 

prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days  



of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 

saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as 

a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.   
            (1 Peter 3:18-22) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels waited on him. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news.”        (Mark 1:9-15) 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ.  



HYMN OF THE DAY   “Remember and Rejoice” 

 

SERMON 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven;  



  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

In Jesus, your kingdom has come near to us. Give your church throughout the world 

a spirit of humility and repentance; teach to trust in the good news of your 

salvation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You love every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from destruction. 

Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the leaders in our 

community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  



Even in the wilderness you are with us. Protect migrants and refugees crossing 

dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength 

to all who suffer (especially everyone who suffers from COVID-19 and everyone on 

our prayer list). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the covenant of baptism, you claim us as beloved children. Build up this 

congregation’s ministries of care and concern for children. Strengthen us in faith 

and teach us to live for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

In baptism, you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you 

for all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. In your time, bring us with 

them to the feast which will never end. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

(The pastor concludes): We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O Faithful 

God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

May God bless you that you may be a blessing to others, in the name of the Father, 

the ☩Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  



SENDING HYMN        “A Mighty Fortress” 

 
  



THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

****************************************************************************************** 

Introduction to the day: On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward 

baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays 

in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and 

to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way 

God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us through the water 

of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life 

we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world. 

****************************************************************************************** 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (2/21/21) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers; GREETER: Krista Harding 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Gwen Wehr; GREETER: Doug Travor; USHER: Juli Schenck; 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter; 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (2/28/21) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Justin McClure; GREETER: Krista Harding 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Jason Swick; GREETER: Doug Travor; USHER: Cindy Ritschel; 

ALTAR GUILD: Joanne Emerich and Gwen Wehr;  

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, February 21 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

Monday, February 22 7:00 PM Council (Rescheduled) 

Thursday, February 25 7:00 PM Adult Forum via ZOOM 

Saturday, February 27 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, February 28 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship



MIDWEEK LENTEN VIDEOS 

 

Midweek Lenten videos will be available to view every Wednesday beginning 

February 24, 2021. This year Pastor Mike will preach on verses of the Lord’s 

Prayer as follows: 

 

February 24: “Our Father, Who art in heaven.” 

March 3:  “Hallowed be Thy Name” and “Thy Kingdom come.” 

March 10: “Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven” and “Give us this day 

 our daily bread.” 

Mar. 17:  “And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

 against us.” 

Mar. 24:  “And lead us not into temptation” and “But deliver us from evil.” 

Mar. 31:  “For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory” and 

 “Amen.” 

 

These videos are available through our Facebook, page, our website, or on 

YouTube. Please share them with your family and friends! 
****************************************************************************************** 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Juli Schenck, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152  

Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-366-8766 cwlutsey@gmail.com 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 
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Easter Flower Orders 
Please detach lower portion and place in the offering plate in the Gathering Room 

 or return by U.S. Mail. 

 

Deadline: Sunday, March 21, 2021 

No orders will be taken after this date.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Your name: ________________________________________________ 

 

Type of flower  How Many Price  Total  Sponsorship 

Easter Lilies   ________X $8  _____        H/M______________ 

Regular-sized Daffodils _______X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

6-bulb Tulips (Red)   ________X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

3-bulb Hyacinth (Purple) ______X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

3-bulb Hyacinth (Pink)  _______X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

3-bulb Hyacinth (White) ______X $7  _____ H/M______________ 

Hydrangeas (Pink)    ________X $15  _____ H/M______________ 

 

 TOTAL $ _________ 

 

If additional space is needed for dedications, please use the back of this sheet. 

 

Please detach lower portion of this sheet and place it with your payment in the plate 

in the Gathering Room.  


